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To the Eliriſtian Readers; ; 
and Particularly to all my + 
Neighbours, and other 
Inhabitants if the Coun- 

ty of Eſſex. . 


HE, ſtrange . 3 us or” 

this Pernicious Sect, that by de 

Baptiſm to Infants, denies them a 
Share in the Redemption of Chrift, a Right 
to the Covenant of Grace, aud conlequen thy 


would exclude them from the Mercy of God 


and his Salvation, has obliged me-to Publiſh 
this ſhort Treatiſe ; not O. aly to juſtify the 
Truth of our Belief, Profeiſion, and Practi- 
ces, but alſo to diſcover the Da iger of this 


Per ſuaſion. What ect it may have upon 


the Minds of Perſons devoted to this Opini- 
on, I know not. For it has been obſerv'd; 


That ſuch ſtrong Prejudices polleſs their judg- 5 1 


ments, that render them Blind and Dcaf to 


Holy Scripture and Right Reaſon, and the | 


more Obſtinate they are, when a Worldly 


Intereſt is concern'd, and when it is ſtrength- 
2 7 
en'd by a long continuance in this Er ror. 19 : 1 | 
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queſtion not but that it will meet witk N. 
- Ceptance from others, who are not yet enga- 


ged in that Party; and it may prevent their 
falling into this Deluſion of Satan, whoſe 
purpoſe is thereby to deſtroy Souls. Howe- 


ver, in this Preface. L ſhall ſpeak to both in 
the Name of God. | | 


Firſt, 1 fthall intreat our Adverſaries to 
Examine, without Prejudice, the Reaſons 
and Arguments taken out of the Word of 
God for Infants Baptiſm, and to conſider how 
perfectly we agree in the Intepretation of 


thoſe Texts with all other Churches, and 
= tow cxpreſs Chriſt's Command is for Chil- 


dren to be brought to his Ordinance, as they 
and we underſtand the Words; aud it ap- 


pears to be Chriſt's deſign we ſhould.” For tis 


ſuch a Coming whereby they are to be made 
Partakers of the Kingdom of God, of which 


In their Infancy he declares them to be fit 


Members. I beſeech them to lay aſide all Par- 


tiality and Fondneſs for their Sect and Mi- 
ſtakes, and to conſider, what Wrong they do 


their Babes in continuing them in a State of 


Sin and polluted Nature till Vears of Diſcre- 
tion, or in robbing them of the Mercies and 


Privileges, that God allows them, and in ha- 
zarding their Eternal Salvation, upon ſuch an 
uncertain thing as Life. I deſire them to 
mind, That when we bring our Infants ſo 
ſoon to this Seal of God's Covenant granted 
to the Chriſtian Nation, we imitare the 


auliles, God's firſt P coplc We practiſe no- 


thing 


* 


* . — Md * N N . ** 
R * 5 7 Las — 
wm 8 — ; * 
. ” 
T5 . | 
( | ) 


nalty. Can that be thought ſinful in the Goſ- 
pel Diſpenſation, which was approved by God 
before, and under the Law ? Can our Charity, 


our Love, and Natural Affection for our Chil- 1 


dren in Offering them up ſo early to the Ser- 
viceand Honor of God be thought Criminal ? 
Is not their Backwardneſs and Cruelty to their 
Children much more worthy of Blame, who 


ſuffer them to live and dye in Original Sin, and. 


will not permit them to be drawn our of it by 


- _ 
the means appointed by God? Suppoſe Chriſt - i 


underſtands his Invitation, as we aud the reſt 
of the Chriſtian Churches do for a ſufficient 
Warrant to Baptize Infants; How can theſe 


Men Anſwer to our Bleſſed Redeemer, the 
forbidding of them to come to this Ordinance? - * 


Why will they deprive Chriſt of his Mem- 
bers? And what Aſſurance have they of the 
Salvation of thoſe Young Souls without Bap- 
tiſm ? Can they promiſe to them more than is 
contained in the Word of God ? Do they. 


think *tis no Sin to reject or deſpiſe this Inſti- | 


tution of Chriſt, ordained for the Benefit of 
Infants, as well as for the Adult? 

Again, let them inquire into the Novelty of 
their Sea, That *tis but of Teſterday, and 
jadge whether ſuch an Upſtart Opinion, pro- 
ceeding from Miſtakes and Prejudices can come 
from God's Holy Spirit. Let them weigh the 
judgment and Practices of the Univerſal 


Church of Chriſt in all Ages ſince the Apo- 


ſtles, which unanimouſty confirm Infants Bap- 
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thing but what he commanded them to ob- - W 
ſerve, in another manner, under a ſevere fe- 
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tifin. We can find none that ever diſallow- 
ed it. Let them ſearch: into the Antient Re- 
- cords, there they ſhall read their Condemna-. 


tion. Let them peruſe the Fathers; they will 


inform them of their Dangerous Error. Let 


them ask the Reformed Churches, and they 


tall hear them declare with one Voice: Con- 

 demnamus Anabaptiſtas, We Condemn the A- 
nahbaptiſts for refuſing to Baptize Children. 
What mean theſe Men to oppoſe the whole 


Body of the Chriſtian Church? Can we think 


their new Doctrine ſo contrary to the Word 
of God, and the Chriſtian Practice and Faith, 


to be Divine? Certainly, without an Infa- 


tuation none can judge them to be in the. 


Right, and fo many Perſans of Eminent 


. Piety and Learning of all. Ages to be in the 


Wrong. 


They muſt give me leave to deal plainly 


with them, without Flattering them in their 


Dangerous Hereſy, as ſome former Writers: 
have done, who ug! ng them  no- ſmall 
ing with them, and 


Encouragement, by tri 


diſcourſing of their Opinion as. tolerable. 


Tho' I Eſteem and Value many of them for. 
their Vertues and Moral Bchaviour, and have: 
A ſincere Affection for their Perſons, I muſt 


give the right Title to their pernicious Mi- 
ſtakes, and inform them of the Danger they 


are in, by perſiſting in this pernicious Per- 


wallon. ; ; 


For that purpoſe I have h livers Reaſons: 
and Infercnces from the W. 4 of God, pro- 
e het it is the Intention and expreſs e | 

| | | mand. 


mand of our Redeemer; that Infants ſnouſd 

be Baptized. I have alſo laid dowwa ratio- _ 

nal Account of the Rules and Proceedings of 

our Church, in: the Baptiſm of Children, of 

the Antiquity, Meaning, and Reaſonableneſs 

of Godfathers and Godmothers, and of their 

anſwering, for Young Children. I have ta- 

ken notice of Confirmation, and of what ex- 
J cellent.uſe it might be to promote a Refor- 
mation, if it were not too much neglected by 
« © our People; I have alſo made here a brief Col- 
II lection of the Sayings of the Primitive Fathers, AY 
„in relation to the Baptiſm of Infants, and'ſet A 
- down the Books and Places, where the ſevera!l 
e.. Quotations maybe found, if any will be plea- 
t ſed to examine them. To theſe Sayings that ü 
prove the Baptiſm of Children, to have always 

been Practiſed by the Churches of Chriſt ſince - WM 
the Apoſtles, I have 2 Approbation 
r Jof the Reformed Churches of Europe, and of 
5 others. I have likewiſe inquired into the 
d 


dangerous Conſequences of denying Baptiſn 
Ito Infants, and truly repreſented the hainous 
e. Sin of our Adverſaries, by this Denial, and 
by a Rebaptization, ſo contrary to Holy Scrip- 
e ture, and the judgment of the Primitive 
ſt Church. I have alſo recommended ſome. Ge- 
1- Ineral Truths, for the. prevention of the De- 
2y luſions, and Miſtakes. that our Adverſaries 
r- Iſpread abroad among the common People. I. 
have alſo inquired into the Miſchiefs that Di- 
ns viſion in Relig 1, and Religious Worſhip 
o- produceth amo us, and what Authority 
n- aud Power Chr Commiſlioned Miniſters 
1 5 have 
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If therefore they have any regard to their 
own Salvation, and that of their Children, 
I intreat them to Read over theſe Lines with 
a calm and unbias'd Spirit, That they may 
underſtand how they have been deluded by 
the cunning ſlight of Men in an Article, that 
concerns. the Salvation, or Damnation of ma- 
ny. Thouſand Souls, and into ſeveral other: 
Miſtakes, that are Conſequences. of this per- 
F nicious-Error. ON 
And for you my Brethren, whom God hath 


Bleſſed. with the knowledge of, and continu- 


- ance in his true Profeſſion ; J adviſe you to 
Praiſe him for ſo much. Grace, Knowledge, 
and Strength, that has enabled you to perſiſt 


in his Holy Religion, and kept you from fal- 


ling into the dangerous Errors of the Age, 
theſe Snares of the Deyil. Peruſe theſe Sheets, 
which may Fortify your Minds againſt this 
wicked Hereſy, and furniſh you with proper 


Anſwers to ſuch as may Aſſault you with their 


fly Inſinuations and crafty Objections. - You 
may perhaps meet in this Book with Reaſons 
not to be found elſe where, or withoutRead- 


ing over larger Volumes. I have contracted 
all the Arguments aud Matters into as narrow 


a compaſs as was poſſible; That they, who 
have bur little Money to purchaſe, and leſs 
time to ſpend in peruſing ys large Treatiſes, 
may have here all that is ſufficient to inform 
them, concerning this impottant Controyer- 


1y,for the ſatisfaction of their Minds, and con- 


found Gainſayers. Aud 


C 


. 


„„ fx 
have received from their Maſter above all o- 
F © thers, for the Benefit of his Church. | 


K 


| | CRF: \____ 
And tho” others before me have treated up» -- 
Jon this Subject with much Learning, and fully ⁵ 
anſwered our Adverſaries: Nevertheleſs I ſup» 
poſe this Book may not be unuſeful amongſt my ſ 
Neighbours, and my Acquaintance, by reafon - 
of its Brevity, aud plain Expreſſions. And as ü 
our Enemies are very diligent and induſtrious. 
in handing about little Pamphlets, to Poiſon | 
our People with their Erroneous Doctrines, 1 
think it our Duty to prevent this Miſchief, in 
furniſhing them with ſuch Antidotes as theſe. 
againſt the Infection. Tho' others have often 
K made uſe of the ſame Arguments before me, 

my Reader will find here ſome new Inferences 
0 from the Word of God, to confirm our Or- 
„ thodox Belief and Practices. But I muſt de- 
? | fire him to obſerve, That all the Objections 
„and Reaſons of our Adverſaries againſt Infants: 
. I Baptiſm, which they Whiſper among the Com- | 
non People, proceed from a Miſunderſtand-- 
s Jing, cither of the Deſiga or true Meaning of 
the Words of Holy Scripture, or from Igno- 
ir Jrance of the Original Text, as I ſhall make it 
1 appear in the following Diſcourſe. . Or it they 
1s | mentioa Antiquity, they either fallify the 
;_ © Quotations, or abuſe. the Author*SSenſe ; as. i 
d re Baxter has proved in his Anſwer to 
Danvers. „ 15 
o Indeed ſome Learned Men, and of out 
Church, have given them great Encourage- i 
, ment and Advan ge, by their Miſtakes and 4 
m | 1g2orance in Aytiquity, and by Flattering. ü 
-. | publicklyahis pd icious Error with too Fa- 
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5 they have been heartily ſorry for it, when they 
unde | 
too Charitable Grants and Conceſſions. But 


| Perſons drawn into this dangerous Error, and 
to precaution others againſt this Deluſion 3 | 
hope my Endeavours will meet with a favou- 


are now divided amongſt themſelves into three D. 
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rſtood what ill uſe was made of their 


the Evidences here mentioned ſufficiently diſ- 


cover, how all Orthodox Antiquity is on our 


ſide, as well as all the Reformed Churches of 
—_—_— | 


T berefore as my deſign is to undeceive the 


rable Interpretation, and a kind Reception 
from all true Hearted Chriſtians, who are Lo- 
vers of Truth and the Salvation of Souls. 
And for our Adverſaries, who without any 
juſt cauſe have forſaken our Communion, they 


Principal Sects, into Freewill- Baptiſts, Particu- 
lar-Baptiſts, and .. Sabbath-Day-Baptiſts. They 
all profeſs an Enmity to. our Church, our Or- 
der, and Devotions. They look upon us as 
Infidels, and fancy themſelves the only Chri- 
ſtian People capable of Salvation. They {hun 
us and our publick Worſhip as ſinful, and plead 
for Charity from us, tho? they will allow us 
little or none. Out of Compaſſion for them, 
1 ſhall conclude with this Seaſonable and Cha- 
xitable Prayer. 9 1 


1  AFrave 


* — 
— 


4 * * n 4 - 
_ * R N 8 — : * * ” 1 
9 * ) N g 
"a N * 4 . . | 
F f : VIS [4 
wa 4 T bo . 44 = " A; 
* * a, . v9” 1 "ol 
* 1 po 3 2 
+; - 8 f ” . 4 1 f 
; „ ** x 777 * 9 [ 
\ 2 I p 1 $i! 
5 . 1 K > * "\s La 
1 a 
. " — 
* 


4 Prayer for all that are In- 


fected with this Error. 


FN Infinite Wiſdom and Eternal God! in 
9 whom Truth reſides as in its proper 
Source and fountain, and who haſt revealed 
it to us in the Holy Scriptures by him, who is 
| the Way, the Truth and the Life, by him who + 
nis the brightneſs of thy Glory, and the expreſs. 
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re upon theſe deluded People. Open their 


Eyes that they may ſee, and their Ears that they | 
yd ay hearken to. thy Word and Holy Spirit. 


Diſcover to them thy will and pleaſure. - Give 
them hearts to embrace the light of thy Goſ- 
pel. Take from. them all obſtinacy of Mind 
and wilful blindneſs. Work upon their Souls 
by the agency of thine Holy Spirit, the Spi- 
Krit of Truth and Salvation, that they may 
un no longer reject or deſpiſe thy Commands and 
cadInvitations. Sanctify all the means uſed to 
reduce them to a right underitanding of the 
em] danger of Hereſy and Schiſm. Art thou fo 
ha- Neracious to offer to them and their Children 
Mercy and Pardon, and can they be fo unwor- 
thy to refuſe to accept it in thine Ordinance ? 
O Bleſſed God! the Original of Goodneſs and 
Unity, who canſt command our unruly affæcti- 
ons, and inclinati ns; Heal all our Diviſions, 
remove our Prejucyaces, and bring back into our 
hurch and Communion them, who with- 
ut any Cauſe have forſaken us. Grant to 


aye 
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1 | RH) 
them all one heart, and one mind, one per. 
ſuaſion, and Faith, and give them Grace to 
1 agree in one Worſhip-of thee the Almighty 
Creator, and of thy Bleſſed Son, and holy 
i _ Ghoſt, Three Perſons and One God, the Uni- 
ty in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, ac- 
cording to the Revelation of thy Sacred 
Word. Bleſs and continue the preaching off 
thy Goſpel amongſt us. Grant that it may 
have power and efficacy to Convert thouſands 
as in Former Days. Take into thy protection 
and favour the Miniſters of thy Word and Sa- 
F -_-craments. Beſtow upon them ſuch Abilities of 
lind, Reſolution, and Courage, as may inable 
them to 3 thy ſacred Truth, and cf 
cConvince all Gainſayers. Bleſs all thy People, © 
we pray thee, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake; and 
Grant that we may all continue faithful in Ag 
thy holy Profeſſion unto Death, that we may 
obtain at laſt the Crown of Life. Amer, MW” 
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: FIJAGE 36, lin. 3. read, to be »nfidered. hot 
| I Pag. 48. lin. 9. read, kg n red N, &c. an 
" Ku Pag. 70. lin. 9. r*ad, words of © hrift exclude. and 
Pag. 102. lin. 10. read, itra K l. | 
tu 30. lin, 12. read, of ſo great Conſequentes 


CA 


INTRODU CTIO N. 


HE Sed of the Dippers, or Baptiſts, 
as they Name themſelves; but more 
properly call'd Anabaptiſts, or. 
. Antipe dobaptiſts by the Reformed 
aa Churches, is a Late and New Sect, unknown 
eto the Primitive Chriſtians ; amonoſt whom 
ad ve find no Footſteps in their 'Writiags, in the 
Age next after the Apoſtles, of any that 
neſtion'd the Lawfulneſs of Infants Baptiſm 

ertullian, indeed affecting to be Singular in 

his Opinion and. Judg'd to be Unſound in 
his Principles, adviſes the deferring of Bap- 
tiſm till Years of Diſcretion; yet he would 
gf have Infants, in caſe of Death and Neceſſity, 
to receive Baptiſm, for the Saving of their 

Souls. But we find no Church, Congregati- 

on, nor Body of Men, in thoſe early Days 

of Chriſtianity, "embracing this Pernicious 

Error of the Anabaptiſts. They never ap- 

peared in any Numbers, nor made any Figure 

in the World, ti“ about the Year 1521, ſome 

time after Luthe es Reformation; when Ni= 

chelas Stork, Thomas Muncer, Baltazer Humber, 

and fome few others Preach'd againſt Infant 
— Baptim, 


I The Dangerous Errors 
Baptiſm, and Obedience to the Civil Magi 
ſtrate. In the Year 1534, they broke out in. 
to open Rebellion, Commanded by John Be. 
cold, and-took Poſſeſſion of the City of Mun. 
fer. For this, as ſome other Seas amongſt 
us began, and were firſt Led and Influenced 
by a Mad, Frantick, and Enthuſiaſtick Spirit 
\The Novelty therefore of this Opinion, that 
Was never Admitted nor Received by the 
Primitive Churches of Chriſt, is a ſtrong Ar- 
gument againſt the denying, Baptiſm to our 
hildren, as we-ſhall ſee in che Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe; wherein we ſhall obſerve: this. Or-. 

der and Method. | „„ 
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DIVISION. | 
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IRST, we ſhall lay down and prove th 


Doctrine and Practice of the Church ona 
England, in Relation to Infant Baptiſm, to beſSp 
2 z recable with the Holy Scriptures. Int 
= an 


Wo - Sec ay, with-the conſtant and: approved 
Cuſtom of the Churches of od, in the next 


| Ages alter the Apoſtles. f 
7 3 | 9 0 | if 
Thirdly, with the Belici ad Practice of allſ16. 
| —_the Reforwed Churches of ve. de 
1 2 PFourthh, 
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I Fourthly, we ſhall Anſwer all the Obje- 
ions of our Adverſaries. N | 


Fifthly, we ſhall Diſcover to them the Pers 
4F nicious Conſequences, and the Miſchiefs that 
they draw upon themſelves and their Chit- 
u dren, by refuſing to them Baptiſm, and by 
e deing Dipp'd or Baptized again. 


u Our Church hath Publickly Declar'd in her 
ul Articles of Faith; That the Baptiſm of Chil- 
ri dren is in any wiſe to be retain d in the Church, as 
moſt agreeable with the Inſtitution of Chriſt. 
Now to inlarge a little more upon the Be- 
lief of our Church, concerning Infant Bap- bl: 
tiſm :-*Tis the general received Doctrine a=  M 
mongſt us, That the Children of Chriſtian 
Parents, outward Profeſſors, and Reputed to 
be Believers, and Born within the Pale of the 
Church,ought to be enter'd into the Covenant; 
That they are Subjects ſufficiently qualified in 
their Infancy, to receive what Grace God 
Promiſes to confer upon them in the Ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm by his Miniſters and Holy 
Spirit; That the Benefits they obtain in that 
Inſtitution, chiefly depend upon God's Power 
and Agency, and our Obedience and Faith? 
And that this Practice is not only agreeable 
with Chriſt's Pur /)oſe and Meaning, but his 
xpreſs Comman repeated by three Bvangee - 
f als. To ſuffer litt. Children to come ume him, 
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4 The Daygerons Err 


Ports and Signifies. 
ſtauces we may judge them to be Infants, ſud 
Carry them in their Arms. The two firſt E 


that we bear to thoſe, whom we thus Name 


That is Babes, ſuch as were then at their Mo 
- thers Breaſts, and were bore up in their Arm 


Faith, but New Born Child en, hanging upon 


- .Argument-1, Here Two Queſtions are 
be Reſolved and Anſwer'd upon theſe Word 
Firſt, what were thoſe little Children the 
brought unto Chriſt, and rejected by th 
Apoſt les, which gave our Merciful Rædeeme 
an occaſion to invite them and others of th 
Ge Age and Incapacity to have free acce 
«TO him. 3 ö 


« 


Secondly, what this coming unto Chriſt Ini 


In Anſwer to the Firſt -*By all the Circun 
as could not go of themſelves, but require 
the Charitable Aſſiſtance of their Friends t 


vangeliſts Name them azz, a Diminutiv 
Word ſignifying either Love and Kindnel 


_or-Sucking Children, under the Age of Dif ſc 
cretion. But St. Luke takes notice, Tha Eh. 
theſe audi were peigy, Brephe, Luke 18. 15 


For Chriſt being highly Diſpleas'd at the AM 
-poſtles rejection and contempt of them, hi 
took them up in his Arms Erh od mos eur 
From theſe Texts it is plain, that they were 
not ſuch as could give an Account of their 


their Mothers Breaſts: In a word, they were 
Loung Infants. Theſe Chr ſt commanded to 
Eh 0 be 


* 


- : 
1 


A 


ef the Anabaptiſts. -5* 
e brought unto him, in that tender Age, and 
y 10 means to keep them Back, or Prohibit 


adly. The next Queſtion : How are to 
anderſtand this coming of Infants to Chriſt ? 
as it only at that Time and Place, or while 
e was here on Earth, that he invited Chil- "i 
ren to him? Or, does the Words promiſe 
is Acceptance of them after his Reſurrection 
n the Ordinances of his Church? Doubtleſs, 
he Invitation extends, and is intended for all 
uture Ages, and is a general Command to 
he Officers of his Church, to admit them in- 
o his Communion as well as the Adult. For 
his Ser ipture, as other Texts is of no Pri⸗ 
ate Interpretation, deſigned for. the Eucou- 
agement only of the Children of that Time 
ind Age, but of all Future Ages, that they 
BY. WIE have Liberty to come unto. 
ruſt. | YER 
If we are to Interpret one Text of Scrip- 
ure by another, this coming of our Infants 
o Chriſt, is undoubtedly to be underſtood of 1 
; f their Admiſſion to his Holy Ordinance, of - W 
nit lation into his Religion, which is Baptiſm z Ft 
or they are capable of no other. Thus. the 
jews and Gentiles were to come unto Chriſt. 1 
ind Invited, Matth. 11. 28. by ſuch as La- ü 
our and are Heav / Laden. Tho' Faith and A 
F\epentance in th m was required, the Firſt 
utward ſtep of tieir Coming to Chriſt, was 
| Publick Submiſſic 4 to the Ordinance of Bap- 1 
im fof the Rem ſſion of Sins, as we may | 
- B 3 | judge 1 


* 
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6 The Dangerous Errors | 
judge by St. Peters Words to the Jews newly I fyi. 
Converted. In this Senſe we find it, John 6. an 
37. All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come to 
me, and him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe an 
caſt out. In which Words a Compliance with th 
the viſible Methods appointed in the Church, I m- 
for our reception into the Number of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, is neceſſarily implied, and without ll Cl 
which none can be ſaid to come unto Chriſt. 
The Spirit of God, in the original Greek 
plainly diſcovers, what ſort of coming Chriſt 
underſtands, by the uſe of the word regmaven, 
proſelthein Math. 19. from whence is derived, 
the word Proſelyte. Our Saviour thereby inti- 
mates, That it 1s ſuch a coming, whereby Chil- 
dren are to he Proſelyted to him, and initiated 
into his Church and Kingdom. The meanin 
therefore of Chriſt is undoubtedly this; Suf- 
ter the little Children to be Proſelyted, diſ- 
cipled, or to be Baptiſed to me. For as he 
is aſcended up into Heaven, our Children have 
go other way to go to Chriſt, but by his Or- 
dinance of initiation. Whoever requires 4 
more poſitive Commmand than this from our 
Saviour, for our Children to be Baptiſed is 
1 unreaſonable, conſidering the privileges, and 
ft circumſtances of the Jewiſh Children in thoſe 
. days. They had a right to be Church Mem- 
bers, to be admitted to the Covenant of God 
When therefore the Apoſt le were Scrupulor 
to receive Children into th: Society, by rea- 
ſon of their incapacity. an weakneſs, Chriſ 
commands them to come, t is, to be enter 
dino his School and prof: (red to him, hen 
. N 5 Ying 
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ving by that expreſſion, the Right of Chriſti» 
4 NE are under the Gofpel, to the Cove- 
of nant and Mercies of God, as well, as fully, and 
e ¶ amply as the Jewiſh Children enjoyed it under 
h the Law. And as they were by Circumciſion 
„made Proſelytes, ſo are theſe by Baptiſm - 
now to become Diſciples and Members of 
t Chriſt. i 


If after Chriſt's Death, Paſſion and Reſar- 


k rection, Infants who always had been Mem- 
ſt bers of God's viſible Church, ought then to 


„ be excluded, there needed a prohibition from 


i- Covenant continued which expreſly: mentions 
Infants, Act,. 2. 39. I fee no reaſon for 


to them under and before the Law. And 


i- is it likely that fo favourable a Redeemer, to KF 
he theſe young Babes came to caſt them out - 
veſt the Covenant as unworthy Members, to render 
r- their Condition. worſe than under the Jewift- 


them into his Kingdom of Heaven, but not 
into his Church on Earth? Were-the Scrip- 
ture altogether ſilent in this caſe, the former 
Divine favour, admiſſion into the Covenant, 
and promiſes granted to the young Children, 
would have been ſufficient to plead for their 
entrance alſo under a much'more favourable 


cal Diſpenſation, ti in that of the Levitical, chief- - 
rity iy becauſe St. cer affirms to the firſt Con- 


verted Chrifſtiz as, that this promiſe was made, 


3 3.4 | dren we: 


, Chriſt for that purpoſe. But ſince the ſame 


their being excluded, and depriv'd of this pri- | 
vilege under the Goſpel, which was allowed 


Diſpenſation; and is it like that he will admit = 


and intended or the Benefit. of their Chil- - 1 


8 The Dangerous Errors + 
dren under the Goſpel, as well as under the 


; —— 


Law. Now if the promiſe was to continue, 


the Covenant was in force, and conſequently 


the command to Baptiſe Infants inſtead of 
circumciſe. Without a prohitition it was 
to be underſtood, That the Children: of 
Chriſtian Parents were in the ſame ſtate in 


relation to God, as the Jewiſh, and were to 
de brought into his Covenant as ſoon as the 


But I intreat our Adverſaries, to examin 
in the Greek words of the Evangeliſts, the 


diſpleaſure of Chriſt for the excluſion of In- 
fants by the Apoitles, and his kind Invita- 


tion, with the expreſſions of his good will, 
and acceptance of Infants, all this addreſs'd 


to them, who were acquainted with the con- 
ſtant order and Privileges - of the Jewiſh 


Children, and thea let them tell me whether 
-there needed a more expreſs command than 
this, to order Chriſtian Children to be bap- 
tiz d. This Interpretation of this Text, 
given by all the Reformed Churches, ought 
to be of ſome weight. They all underſtand 


coming to Chriſt of our Infants, to be in- 
ter preted of Baptiſm, as may be ſeen in the 


Harmony of their Confeſſions, of the Swit- 
zers, of the Bohemians, of the French, of 


the Saxons, of the Swabians, &c. And they 


always cite theſe words of Chriſt, as a Juſti- 


' fication and confirmation o '11eir Belief and 


Practiſe, in Baptizing young fants. 
I ſhall not inſiſt upon e Arguments, 
taken from the Cuſtom of Jewiſh Church, 
5 | | Which 
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which ſome Learned Authors have obſerved, 
was in making Proſelytes by Baptizing them 
with Water, and that our Saviour Chriſt 
refers and alludes to this Practice, when he 
commands his Apoſtles to ſuffer little Chil-9 


dren to be Preſelyted to him, and forbid . 


them not. But I ſhall examine the reaſon of 
this Invitation of little Children to come 
unto him. For of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and the Kingdom of God. By 
which words we are to underſtand, either” 
the Kingdom of Grace, or the Kingdom of 
Glory. If it be the Kingdom of Grace, we 


all know that Baptiſm is a vifible Eatrance 


into it, and this expreſſion, Of ſuch is this 
Kingdom, diſcovers the fitnels in that tender 


Age to be admitted; and unle they be 


brought to, and be made partakers of Bap- 
tiſm, they cannot have any right or claim to 
that bleſſed Kingdom, or to the Privileges, 
that belong to it, unto which Chriſt invites 
them to come. For as under the Law, fuch 
as were not circumciſed, were to be cut off, 
and excluded from God's People and Church, 
ſo under the Goſpel unbaptized Perſons cau- 
not be reckon'd amongſt Chriſt's Diſciples, or 
Members of his Church or Kingdom, It 
therefore Chriſt affirms that Infants are to be 
introduc'd into this Kingdom of Grace, and 

are ſufficientlßy alifed for an Admittaiice, 
ſhall ſuch as Na themfelves Chriſtians be 
ſo injurious to em and their merciful Sa- 
viour, as to ket hem back? But if we are 
to underſtand the words for the Kingdom ot | 
Glory  B 
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10 The» Dangerous Error 
} Glory, and that our Saviour ſpeaks of them 
as proper Members of that future Happineſs, 
we cannot have the leaſt pretence to deny 
them Entrance by Baptiſm, into the Kingdom 
of Grace, into our Society, and Communion. 
of Saints, which is but a Preparation for the 
Kingdom of God, and Heaven. 
Now I conceive this Kingdom of Heaven, 
may relate to Chriſt's Kingdom here. begun, 
by the Preaching of the Goſpel, which com- 
prehends the Kingdom of Grace and Glory, 
and 1s advanc'd by the workings of his holy 
Spirit. It relates to the gathering of his 
Church into one Body, and fellowſhip, and 
to the ſubſtance. of John the Baptiſt's, of 
Chriſt's and his Apoſtles Preaching and meſ- 
ſage to the Jews. Kepent for the Kingdom of Þ - 
Heaven, and the Kingdom of God is at hand. 
That is, the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. When 
therefore he tells the Apoſtles; That ſuch c 
ſucking Babes are not to be excluded from p 
itz, That they were call'd as well as Perſons 2 
of grown Tears, and ripe underſtanding ; te 
That this Kingdom was compos'd of them; ſ 7 
fa 
G 
G 
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That they as well as their Parents, were fit 

to. be. Members of it in that innocent Age, 
tis an Act of injuſtice and cruelty, as well 6 
as 4: difhonour to our Saviour's Wiſdom to of 
deny. them an. Entrance. into this. Kingdom 
of our Redeemer, founded and begun on 
Earth by this Inſtitution, an i to refuſe them 
tiſm. | 7 
 *Fis nonſenſe to ſuppoſe, chat they ſhould: 
then have been Baptiſed. or Baptiſm, was ou 

nor. 


- 


F ih Afabaptiſts. 11 
not a ſtanding Ordinance in the Chriſtian 
Church, till after the Death of Ghriſt, and 
his expreſs Command to go and Diſciple al 
Nations by Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; The 
Baptiſm of Fehr being but a Preparative to 
that of Chriſt, and adiſpoſing the Minds of 
Men, by Confeſſion of Sin, and Repentance to 
entertain more readily the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and the Purity of its Doctrines and Precepts. 
When therefore our Saviour affirms, That 
of ſuch is the Kingdom of God; He orders 
his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors in his 
Church, when it ſhould be ſettled by his 
Death, RefurreCtion and Aſcenſion, to re- 
ceive ſuch Infants into his Kingdom, which | 
-belong'd to them as well as to Perfons ß 
riper Years. BD — 
This Text is ſo plain, and ſuch an expreſs 
Command of Chriſt, for our Children to be 
Baptized, that it argues a ſtrange Blindneſs, 
and obſtinacy of Mind, to deny it. I appeal 
to our Adverſaries Judgment, whether this 
Text, is not much more intelligible for In- 
i i fant Baptiſm, than God's ſaying, I am the 
e: God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the 
od of Jacob, was to prove the Reſurrection 
o of the Body, from the Dead, and the real 
m ſubſiſtence of the Souls of thoſe ancient Fa- 
ni thers, after the? Departure. And yet Chriſt 
m draws from the an Argument, to convince 
the Sadducees, the Immortality of the 
d Souls of Men, the future Reſurre&ion of | 
as our Bodies. | 


However | 
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However 1 ſuppoſe, this will be granted, 
by the greateſt Enemies of our Childrens 


Baptiſm 5 That Chriſt by his diſpleaſure for 


their rejection, by his Invitation, command 


and proceedings, ſhews his Favour, his Kind- 


neſs, to thoſe innocent Babes, diſcovers his 
readineſs to receive them, and to confer on 
them, all that Spiritual Grace, and Mercy, 
that they are capable and ſtand in need of; 
And that he was not willing, to have them 
excluded from his Society, while he was 
here upon Earth. From whence we may 
reaſonably infer, That Chriſtians, if they 
witl follow their Lord's Example, ought not 


to ſhut them out of their Company and Com- 


munion, out of a nice and fooliſh Perſwa- 


ion, ot their natural incapacity and unfit- 


Ueſs. 


Arg. 2. To this order of Chriſt, for our In- 
fants to be Baptized, I hall add one Text more 
Matth. 28. 19. Go ye and Teach all Nations, 
Harter ing them, &c. In the Greek there is, 


r bαντ muy ra Th EV) gαν νοννν. ares Gs 70 0v9e, 


Ty gg 4 Te vis e d mveuars. The true 


Senſe of which Words is; Diſciple, or mali 


Dijciples of all Nations, Buptizing them in the 
Natne of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Fly Gift. Now conſideri jt that this order 


was hien to the Apoſtles, Jews, who Knew 


the Privileges of the Jewiſh ;hildren, and the! 
practice of the Jewiſh Ch rch, to admit 
whole families of the Prefſelyted Nations, 


at their Requeſt, the Parc its aud their In- 
| fauts 
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| fants into the Covenant, by the Baptiſm of 
| Water and Circumciſion, it follows from this 
r# order of Chriſt, that in diſciplng all Na- 
11 tions, whereof Infants were Members, with- 
- | out- an expreſs Prohibition of Chriſt they 
were to obſerve the ſame Rules, as in the 
n Levitical Church, admit them alſo to be Diſ- 
, | ciples of Chriſt by Baptiſm. We may alſo 
| infer from hence; That none can be reckon'd 
nf to be true Diſciples of Chriſt, till they be 
dedicated in Baptiſm. That is the firſt ſtep 
into the Catholick Church, and the Commu- 
nion of Saints, and our firſt Reception into 
a Covenant with God; That they who are 
Baptized are truly enter'd into Chriſt's 
School, made his Diſciples by vertue, and the 


conſequently have a clairn. to all the Privi- 
leges, that belong to them; And that there- 
fore by excluding our Children, or keeping 
them back, we deprive them of many advan- 
tages, and Bleſſings, that might be confer'd 
upon them. I know the Word ſignifies alſo 
to Teach. But we have cauſe to applaud the 
Wiſdom of God, 1n putting ſach a Word 
into the Apoſtics general Commiſſion, as 
hath a double ſignification, relating to the 
Young as well as Old, to Infants as well as 
to Perſons of riper Years, that they might 
not be excluded trom the Church of the 
| Meſſiah, but be admitted Members as well 
as their Parents, and be dedicated betimes 
to the Holy Trinity. This difference 
theretore there s between them, and the 
Adult, 


intent of his Commiſſion and Ordinance, and 
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Adult, in their Reception, into Chriſt; 
Church ; That the latter ought to make an 


actual Profeſſion. of Faith, and. Repentance, 
and are to be firſt inſtructed in the. Princi- 
ples of our Holy Religion. But as Chriſt 


opens his Arms, to admit the former into his 


Covenant, they are upon certain Conditions, 
preſcribed by our Church, by Baptiſm, to 
be enter'd into Chriſt's School, and made 
Diſciples of Chriſt, before they are capable 
of inſtruction. *Tis in relation to them prin- 
cipally, that Chriſt Commands, Teaching them 
to — A all things whatſoever I have comman- 
ded you, S\Sdowwres: After they had been 
made Diſciples of Chriſt, and conſecrated in 


Baptiſm, they are to be inſtructed in the 


Precepts of our Religion, and to be tutor'd 
in the Bleſſed Rules of our Holy Jeſus, as 


ſoon as they come to underſtanding. Nei- 
ther is it dilagreable with the Wiſdom, and 


Mercy of God, that Children ſhould be firſt 


initiated into his Covenant, when they are to 


be train'd up in his Holy Religion and Faith. 
"Tis a prevailing Motive to encourage them, 
when arrived to Vears of diſcretion, to ſtudy 
the Precepts, and Doctrines of our Profeſ- 


ſion, when they conſider that the Favour, 


and Honour of having been Baptized into it, 


was ſo early granted to them, by the ap- 


pointment of God. 


Arg. 3. But what need Saviour have: 


ſo expreſly Commanded ov ffauts to come 


U 


unto him to be Proſelyt Baptized, aud 
Diſcipled 
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| Diſcipled to him ſince, it was evident in the 
n Jewiſh Church, they were qualified for the 
„receiving the Seal of that Covenant, and 
that Baptiſm is appointed by our Redeemer, 
to ſucceed to that Seal of Circumciſion ?- As 
«|| that was confer'd upon Children at 8 days 
„Old, there was no neceſſity of a new Order 
ol for admitting Believers: Children. to that Or- 
e dinance, which was to take Place of the for- 
e mer. For it might reaſonably. be ſuppoſed, 
that they were not to be ſhut eut from this 
Second Covenant, in all reſpects much more 
,- | favourable than the firſt, who were included 
n in it by God's expreſs. Declaration, or that 
n they were to be depriv'd of that Seal, which. 
je confirm'd it. And a greater incapacity, and 
unfitneſs cannot be imagin'd to be in our 
Chriſtian Children, to be brought to, or. | 
enter'd into the Covenant of God, more than 
was in the. ſewiſh Infants. a 
Now tis an undoubted Truth; That Bap- 
o tiſm ſucceeds to Circumciſion by Chriſt's ap- 
h. pointment, to be uſed in the Church of God, 
n, for the ſame intent and. Purpoſe, to be an 
ly © outward and vifible declaration, of our be- 
ing received into the Number of his choſen 
ry. ecople. For by the hand of his Miniſter he 
t, embraces and: ſigns us for his Diſciples and. 
p-ervants, and by their Tongues promiſes to 
to be our God and Saviour. And we on our 
Parts, in a dutifi l. obedience: and Submiſſion 
ve to his Ordinance, engage our ſelves Perſo- 
ne nally, or by the Officious Kindneſs of our 
d. Eriends, to own Lim for our Sovereign Lord. 
ed 2 Ob And 
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And tho? Baptiſm leaves no ſuch Bloody im- 
preſſion in the Fleſh as Circumciſion, *tis the 
Sign and Seal of the Goſpel Covenant, and 
of the Promiſes of God, that were made unts 
our Children, as well as to our ſelves. In 
both, the ſame Conditions are exhibited and 


required, in Circumciſion the cutting off our 


ſuperfluous, and unregenerate Part, and in 
Baptiſm the waſhing and cleanſing of our 
Souls, by the Blood of the Lamb of God, 
from all Natural, original, and adventitious 

Pollution. In Circumciſion Chriſt is Promiſed 

and Repreſented to come, by the effuſion of 
Blood, without which there can be no re- 
miſkon of Sins : In Baptiſm, Chriſt and his 
Death appear more plainly to us; And we 
being Baptized into this Death of the Son of 
God, by this Religious Action we are made 
partakers of it, and of the remiſſion of Sins 


thereby purchaſed to us by our Mediator. 


In both, the ſame Covenant with loſt and 
ſinful Man is confirm'd, and Seal'd to us, 
the ſame Mercies and Grace, Favours, and 
Bleſſings are repreſented, and offer'd to us, 
But in Baptiſm, God ſeems to be per- 
fectly reconciled to us, in requiring no Bloo- 


dy Sacrifice from us; but a much more eal7 


practicable and leſs painful Signature; and 
is it probable, that in ſo favourable a Co- 
- venant, granted upon ſuch Commodious 
Terms, Gcd our Mercifu} viour will be 
harder, and more cruel and have les 
regard for our Children, th or the Children 
of his former People? I © probable, that 
— Baptiſin 
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Baptiſm is to ſucceed and take Place of 
Circumciſion in all things, but in Relation to 
God's Favour to Infants ? Is it probable, that 
they muſt now be ſhut out of the Covenant, 
that were in it before, and that the Mercies 
of God are denied to our Children, which 
were never denied to the Jewiſh Infants? In 
a Word, is it probable, Heb. 8. 6. that Chriſt 
our Gracious Redeemer, the Mediator of a 
better Covenant, is more unmerciful under 
he Goſpel, to Innocent Babes, than Moſes 
was under the Law, and requires from them 
harder or more unpracticable Conditions to 
obtain his Favour, than formerly, and puts 
them off till a longer time than before, to be 
admitted to his Covenant? 
This Error and Practice of our Baptiſts, 
as you ſee, is not agreeable with God's Love 
o Man, with the Excellency and Merits of a. 


Pying and Triumphing Saviour, with the 


Deſcription that St. Paul and Feremiah, have 
given us of the New Covenant, where our 
Redeemer Promiſes, Ferem. 31. 33. All (ball 
mow me, from the leaſt to the greateſt. For I will be 

erciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, ana their Sins 
and their Iniquities will I remember no more. Heb. 
5. 11 12. Theſe are the Gracious Conditi- 
dns of our Merciful God granted to us, under 
he New and Perfect Covenant of the Goſpel. 

cannot but © Notice, and it is Remark- 
ible, That theſs Mercies, promiſed as par- 
cular Favours. der the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
10n, to all, fro! fants to the Elderly Per- 
ons, of knowi Jod and Chriſt, and of 
remembring 
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remembring no more their Unrighteonſneſs, 
Iniquity and Sins, is not in Conſideration of 


any Previous Acts or Merits of theirs, of any 


Deeds, Diſpoſitions, or Performances expe- 


cted from them; but theſe Benefits. and Gra- 


ces ſhall be beſtowed out of God's Bounty, and 
pure Good neſs, in ſuch a manner, wherein he 
ts to be alone Active without our Concur- 
rence. And are not Chitdren in ſuch a Caſe 
as Capable and as fuſceptible of theſe free 


Mercies of God as others? To difpoſe their 
Minds for the knowledge of God, the Holy 
Spirit is able, and may then prepare them 


for an early Underſtanding of Divine Do- 
ctrines, imprint new Habits of Grace in their. 
Souls, which will diſcover themſelves betimes, 


and ſooner, than they can have received them 
from the Inſtructions of Men. 


Have we not many Examples of Young 
__ Children's Religion and Piety in our Days, 
as well in the Days of Old, ſuch: as were 


Abijah the Son of Feroboam, Samuel, Foſiah, 
and others, who ſhew betimes theſe Bleſſed 
Workings of the Holy Spirit in their Minds 
and Impreflions of Grace and Vertue before or 
as ſoon as ever they come to a perfect uſe d 
Reaſon; but the Forgiveneſs of Sig may be 
granted before. = 


And as there was at the Death and -Reſur 
rection of Chriſt, a Cancelling of the Oli 


Covenant, and an Eſtabl hment of a- Net 


one, Reaſon and Juſtice required an alterat 


on of the Seals. Therefore 'tis nat .queſti 
cable by St. Paws arguing with the 8 


—ͤ—— ꝗ— — — — 


„bot that Circumciſion was totally Aboliſh'd» 
and by our Saviour's Commiſſion to his Apo” 
| les, that Baptiſm is taken in to confirm hi® 
New Covenant, as a Sign and a Seal, inſtead. 
of Circumciſion. That they were both in 
Force together in the Church of God is an 
Error, unleſs we take the Baptiſm of John, 
for. that, of Chriſt, which very much differ'd 
in divers reſpects. The Baptiſm of Chriſt, 
was not introducd into the Church, till after 
his Command to his Apoſtles, to go and Diſci- 
ple all Nations. | 
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Arg. 4, Another Argument. is drawn by 
ſome, from St. ParPs deſcribing the State. of 
Children Born of Chriſtian Parents, if but 
one be a Diſciple, to prove their Right an 
Claim to the Ordiaance of Baptiſm, 1 Cor. 7. 
14. That they were not Unclean, but Holy. By: 
which Words. we are not to underſtand. a: 
Matrimonial: Holineſs, or a. Legitimaey, the. 
Conſequence and Fruits of Conjugal Chaſtity, 
as our Adverſaries ſurmiſe. For that was as. 
oper for the Heathens lawfully. coupled in 

arrlage, according to the uſage of that 
Country, as to the Chriſtians. Vet never any. {| 
Sacred Men did offer to qualify them or their 
Children Holy, only becauſe they were law- 
© fully Married, and religiouſly Obſerved their. 
Matrimonial 7: zagements. Neither are we 
to underſtand ere a. Federal, Holineſs or 
Sanctification, being Conſecrated to God 
in Covenant b ptiſm, as others, and ſome 
of the Father derpret this Saying of St. 

— | Paul, 
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Careful and Zealous for the Salvation of the 
Child, to procure it Baptiſm, and by that Or- 


have here an undeniable Proof for Infant Bap- 
tiſm, in the Corinthian Church. But I had rather 
take the Words in another Senſe, for a Right 
and Claim, that God had to challenge that 
Child ſo Born of a Chriſtian Parent in Cove- 
nant with him, as his Child, and a Right that 
the Child had, to pretend to a Conſecration 
to the Honor and Service of God in his Ordi- 
nance, derived from this promiſe : I will be 


' thy God, and of thy Seed after thee, For a Child 
1 proceeding from, and the Fruits of a Body, 


that was a Member of Chriſt, and the Tem- 
ple of the Hofy Ghoſt, of which God was 
=  Poſſeſſed, and within the Precincts of his 
= Church, the Children of ſuch a Parent mult 
; have a clearer Title to a Dedication to God, 
than the reſt of the Heathen World, and 
they have a greater Claim than they, to an 
Entrance into the Covenant, and to that 
Remedy, that God affords us to remove Ori- 
ginal Sin; not only by reaſon of their Reli- 
gious Deſcent from a Believing Parent, but 
alſo becauſe it was ſuppos'd, that the Faith- 
ful Parent would Educate their Children in 
the Fear and Love of God, and deſigned 
them to his Honour and Glory. We ſhall 
find in divers Places of Scr pture, Holineſs 
taken in this ſenſe: As Exe dus 3. 5. * 
3 wphereon 


Paul, which ſenſe proves, That if but one 
Parent were a Chriſtian, that Parent was ſo 


dinance to be Enroled amongſt the Saints 
and Holy of God. Which if granted, we 


, 
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whereon thou ſtandeſt is Holy Ground: That is, 
a Place and Ground deſign'd for the Publiſning 
of the Law of God; and this is an Ordinary 
Title given to Garments, Veſſels, Utenſils, 
Bread and Oil uſed in the Service of God, or 
appointed for that purpoſe. They. are Na- 
med Holy, becauſe of the Sacred Uſes, in 
which they were employed, and for which 
they were ſet apart and deſigned. _ 
Now from this Qualification, that St. Paul, 
allows, to Children Born of a Believing Fa- 
ther or Mother, That they were not Unclean, 
as the reſt of the Heathen World; but Holy, 
that is, deſigned for God and his Service from 
the Womb, having a Right and Title by Ver- 
tue of God's Gracious Promiſe to their Pa- 
rent, in which they were Included, to be 
admitted to a Covenant with him, and a 
nearer acceſs to him, we infer and conclude ; 
that St. Paul underſtood, that they might be 
brought to the Seal of that Covenant, which 
Is Baptiſm, and ought not to be Excluded 
from it, by reaſon of the other Uabelieving 
Parent. This I judge to be the true meaning 
of our Apoſtle, eaſily to be confirm'd by the 
toregoing and ſucceeding Expreſſions. 


Arg. 5. Some endeayour to prove Infant 

Baptiſm from the Admiſſion of whole Houſe- 
holds to that Ordinance as mention'd in 
Scripture, namely of Lydia, Acts 16. 14, 15, 

ot the Jaylors, er. 32, of Criſpus, and Ste- 
phanus, Tis not probable that all theſe Fa- 
milies were Barren or deſtitute of Children 
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-- 


and particularly the Jaylors, who was Bapti- 
zed and all his; but becauſe Infants are no 


here exprefly Named, we ſhall not inſiſt upon 
this Argument. For our Adverſaries may 
as boldly deny little Children to be there, al 
we may ſuppoſe and confidently affirm, thai 
in ſo many Houſes, they could not be all of 
Ripe-Years, bat ſome muſt be there of a ten: 
der and weaker Age. Re: 


Arg. 6. The next Argument is more con- 
vincing, taken out of Act, 2. 39. from thi: 
Words of St. Peter to the Jews. Then Pete 
ſaid unto them; Repent and be Baptized even 
ene of you, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for th tl 
Remiſſion of Sint, and ye ſhall receive the Gift «fff tl 
the Holy Ghoſt. For the Promiſe is made unto yalh A 
and your Children, &c. Here the Apoſtle ii 9. 
Anſwer to the Jews requeſt , Men and Brethren 
what ſhall we do? Tells them; That they m 
de Baptized in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
they may thereby obtain the Forgiveneſs 0 
Sins, and be partakers of the Gifts of th 
Holy Ghoſt. For the Promiſe of Grace 
Mercy, and Salvation was granted to them 
and their Children, who ought to come 2 
well as they, to this Laver of Regeneration 
The Promiſe that he minds them of is ex 
preſs d in Ger. 17. 7. And I will Eftabliſh m 
Covenant between me and the and thy Seed aftt 
thee, in their Generations, r an Everlaſtinf 
Covenant, to be a God unt ee and to thy Set 
aſter thee. Now 'tis evid e that this Promik 
concern'd Infants at E Days Old. Whel 
. —9 therefore 


4 
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i. therefore the Apoſtle fhews them, the neceſ- 
e ſity of being enter'd into Chriſt's Covenant 
nf by Baptiſm, he exprefly mentions their Chil- 
xy} dren, their Young Children, unto whom the 
3 Promiſe and Invitation did belong, as well as 
ai to them, and intimates a neceſſity of bringing 
off them alſo to that Ordinance of Baptiſm, with 
nf this Encouragement ; That the Holy Ghoſt 
would Bleſs them alſo with extraordinary i 
Gifts, and grant them the full Pardon of all |} 
their Sins. Our Adverſaries pretend, that | 
this Promiſe belong'd only to the Jews, and 
not to the Gentiles. But St. Paul refutes them: 
Kom. 4. 12, 16. Where he informs us: That 
this Promiſe concern'd not only them under 
t off the Law, but to that Seed which is of the Faith of 
"lt Abraham, who is the Father of us all, And Rom. 
"iff 9. 8. The Children of the Promiſe are counted 
for the Seed. And Gal. 3. 7. They which are 
* Faith, the ſame are the Children of Abra- 
Io believing Jews and Gentiles this Promiſe 
vas made: And St. Peter includes all the Faith- 
ace ful of other Nations, by ſaying, ro all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God ſhall 
lf call. By which Words, he applys the Benefits 
ion of this Promiſe, and extends it to the Gentil 
Nations and their Children. And here we 
muſt take notice to give a greater Force to our 
aft Argument; Th: k when any of the Foreign 
ſtinf Nations came to ieve in God, and to deſire 
Seel Circumciſion fo: themſelves, they always, 
miſaccording to A e Order, brought with 
Vheif chem their Iafancs 4114 Servants, who received 
for Circumciſion 
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their Fore-Skin, in the ſelf- ſame Day as God 
Practice we may underſtand, that when th 
enter'd into the Covenant of God, they wert 


ted to the ſame Priviledge, and that the 


3 — — — 
LY 
$ 


as their Parents, by the ſame publick Ordi 
nance; by Circumciſion under the Law, and 
Baptiſm under the Goſpel. 3 nt 


is made by our Merciful God, and a Covenan 
is concluded between him and his Sinfi 
Creatures, there is ſomething on their part 


n — * oy 
o 


miſe is made unto Believing Gentiles and their 
Infants, doubtleſs they are to comply with 


_ 
4 NE —— 
8 A een eas A 


Circumciſion as well as their Parents and Map. 


ſters, and were all thereby Proſelyted to th. 
Jewiſh Church. And by God's Command 


when ' Abraham was to be Circumciſed, h 
took Iſhmael his Son, and all that were Borq 
in his Houſe, and all that were bought wit! 
Money, every Male among the Men of Abra 
ham's Houſe, and Circumciſed the Fleſh 0 


had ſaid unto him, Ger. 17. 23. By thi 
Chief of Families were Believers, and wert 
deſirous, that their Children might be admit 


were not excluded for their Non-Age, o 
Infancy; but were always Proſelyted, as wel 


But it is to be underſtood, where a Promiſl 


to be perform'd, that they may be partaker 
of this Promiſe, and there is always a Sea 
and Confirmation annext. Now if the Pro- 


and to be made Partakers of the Ordinance, 
that God had appointed in lis Church to ap- 
propriate to them a Title to this Covenant, 
without which their Right and Title is void 
and null in the Court of Heaven; and by Gods 
| Decree 
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Decree. And my Covenant, ſhall be in your 
hl Fleſh, for an everlaſting Covenant. And the 
\duncircumciſed Man Child, whoſe Fleſh of his 
hal Foreskin is not Circumciſed, that Soul ſhall be cut 
r from his People, he hath broken my Covenant. 
Gen. 17. 13, 14. There is the ſame Neceſ- 
ity for Infant Baptiſm, as for Infant Circum- 
Wcilion, and the ſame Danger we 1ncur by our 
»ocontempt, and omiſſion of. this Ordinance 
-hifflof God, draw upon our ſelyes his diſplea- 
fure, and cut off our Children, from all Right 
Wind Claim to his Covenant of Grace, and 
Mercy, concluded by the Mediator of the 
New Teſtament ; for we cant in Reaſon ex- 
Spc&t from God, to obtain in any other way his 
Bleſſings, but in that way, he preſcribes to 
us to obſerve. 


and Arg. 7. Therefore in the next Place I muſt 

intreat our Antipedobaptiſts, to tell me by what 
Method, they can propoſe to obtain, or pro- 
cure Salvation to their Infants, dying before 
nfulthey come to Riper Years, otherwiſe than 
part y Baptiſm. For St. Paul will inform them, 
ker Epheſ. 2. 3. That by Nature we are all Chil- 
Sealſſiren of Wrath, All the off-ſpring of Rebel- 

ProÞious Adam, are defiled with original Cor- 
heirſfvption and Guilt, being without Chrift, ali- 
v ith ens from the Common-wealth of 1/-ae!, ſtran- 
nceſgers from the Covenant of promiſe, having 
o hope, and without God in the World, 
pheſ. 2. 3, 12. Now this being the caſe of 
void! new born Child , by what Means 
od they expect td ome Partakers of the 
Cree: C., Redemption, 


6 
| Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, otherwiſe thayfſ 3 
by his Ordinance? For tho' they may be 
the Children of Believing Parents, this ad- 


how any can pretend to the advantages of it; 
Pardon of Natural Guilt, and being reſtored 
- *tho? our Bleſſed Saviour affirms, That of ſuci 


God, He ſupyoſes and requires them before 
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vantage, as I ſa'd before, only intitles them to] 


the Method appointed by the Divine Wiſ. 
dom, to the Seal of the Covenant; butanleſ 


they be received into it, I don't underſtand, 
the cleanſing from original defilements, the 


to the Favour and Mercy of our God. And 


is the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Kingdom i 


to come unto him. For without this coming 
to him, *tis a vanity, folly, and preſumption 
for them to expect the Kingdom of Heaven, 
upon no grounds or aſſurance from God. 
If therefore any deſire to be inſtrumental it 
the ſaving of Infants Souls, they muſt bring 
them to the great Redeemer of Souls, the 
muſt comply with his Ordinance, enter an( 
enrol them into his Covenant, and recom 
mend them by Prayer and Dedication to tht 
holy Trinity. For as St. Peter declares tt 
the Jews, Baptiſm was ordain'd by Chril 
for the remiſſion of Sins. This js the firſt ſte 
to Grace, and to the Divine Favour, an hum 
ble obedience and compliance with Chrilt! 
Orders, and a reception into his  viſtbl 
Church. There is no other way mark'd ob 
to us by the Wiſdom of our God, but thi 
both for our ſelves and Children. To negle 
or contemn thisInſtitu. ion is an affront to GC 


mY „„ +I Wy 2A . 2 „ „ & Fan A $5 ©, + Hi . 0 x © XN 


23 pou 


e the Anabaptiſts. 27 


inf and Chriſt, and renders us and ours unwor- 
de] thy of the Benefits there offered and pro- 
d- miſed. 
toll > 
fl Arg. 8. There is one Text more, that diſ- 
| covers the indiſpenſable Neceſlity of bringing 
di our Children to Baptiſm, in order to fave 
their Souls; The Words of Chriſt to Nicode- 


mus a Phariſee, a deſpiſer of John's Baptiſm 
appointed by God in the Jewiſh urch, 
Except a Man be born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, Where 
our Saviour affirms, with his uſual aſſevera- 
tion; verily verily I ſay unto thee, &c. and 
repeats it twice; that no Man can lay claim 


to God's Kingdom without a New Birth, 


and this Birth, or Regeneration is effected - 
and preduc'd in us by Water and the Spirit, 
that is, by the outward Ordinance, and our 
ſubmiſſion to it, and the inward application 
of the Grace and Spirit of God, working in 
us, a Bleſſed Renovation, which no Man can 


expect without the uſe and Practice of the 


outward Means appointed by the Divine Wiſ- 
dom. The Word Man might be underſtood 
for any of the Body of Mankind, for Chil- 
dren and the other Sex, as well as for the 
Men of Riper Years. But to render Chriſt's 
meaning more Intelligible in the original there 
is neither , nor dub, the ordinary 
Words, for Man in the Greek Tongue, but 
tay ins except any, or any Perſon, which ex- 
preſly includes and fin ies all Children as well 


as Men, all Perſons : ung and Old belonging 
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to becoms the Suns of God, even them, that be- © 


» th. 


nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will H 


by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth fot 8 


for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot ſin, 
. becauſe he is born of God. In which Texts 


the State of Grace is nam'd to be born of 


* Sr 
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to the Race of Mankind, except they b. 
born of water and the Spirit they cannot enter ini N 


the Kingdom of God. This expreſly requires 


Children as well as Perſons of diſcretion toll ti 
comply with the ordinance of Water Baptiſm, | C 
for the attaining of God's Kingdom, and 
layes ſuch a Neceſlity upon it, that without 
that Chriſt tells us, they cannot enter into d. 
his Kingdom. 2 5 th 

Now to be born of Water and the Spirit, U. 
is an Expreſſion us'd by St. John and St. Pe- Ice 
ter, to Signify our Entrance into a New State, 
and Covenant with God, as John, 1. 12, 13. 
As many as receiv'd him, to them gave be Power * 


lieve on his Name, which were born not of Blood, 


Man, but of God. So 1 Pet. 1. 23. Being bory 
again not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, 


ever. Thus, 1 John. 2. 29. Every one that doth 
righteouſneſs is born of God. And Chap. 3. ver. 9. 
Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit ſm, 


our removal from the State of Nature, into 


God. For we then enter into Covenant with 
him, we become his Children, and are adop— 
ted by him to be his Sons, and Daughters ; 
we are the Members of the Myſtical Body ot 
Chriſt, and belong to him, in an eſpecial 


manner. We are Sealed and confirm'd by A 
him viſibly in that State by the agency of his C 


Miniſters, 
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Miniſters, and our Souls are renewed by the 
ez Workings of his holy Spirit. Theſe two par- 
+ ticulars are required in all Perſons, Youngand 
m, Old, who pretend to the Kingdom of God. 
The neglect of either renders them unworthy, 
ut and incapable to enter into this Bleſſed King- 
to [dom of Grace, and Salvation. Thus the Fa- 
thers of the Chriſtian and primitive Church 
it {vaderſtood this expreſſion, to be born of Wa- 
2. ter, for to be Baptized with Water. They 
te call it a Regeneration, a New Birth, Sancti- 
fication, an Entrance into a New State, a 
rer Renovation, Cc. For they ſuppoſe what i: 
be- Jexhibited to the out ward view of Men, thas 
od, {be Grace of God performs inwardly in the 
o Mind, and Works a change. However as tte 
oy latent of Baptiſm, was to enter, us into a State 
le of Grace, and Seal to us the Pardon of our 
fa Sins, and a Title to the Divine Favour, it 
op £02y with a great deal of realon be ttiled a 
1 New Birth without any regard to the Birth 
2 ot the Spirit. When our Saviour therefore 
ſin, Nrequires as a neceſſary Condition in order to 
Itzeur Entrance into the Kingdom of God, that 
ntolevery Perſon or Candidate for that Kingdom 
of ſhould be born of Water, he means, ſhould 
4 be Baptized with Water, as well as with the | 
pirit, aud fubmit to this Ordinance, that 
he had appointed in his Church, as an En- 
trance into it, and a Seal of the Privileges, 
that belong to its Members. 
If now we joyn the” Two Texts together, 
and ſeriouſly exami how excellently they 
orreſpond; that Chriſt's lavitation of 
C 3 little 


die before they come to obtain it, as much 
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little Children ta come unto him, &c. with the 
reaſon; That of ſuch is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; and this other, Except any Perſon be born 
of Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God; we ſhall find not only a poſi- 


tive and expreſs Command for Children, born 


of Believing Parents, to be Baptized, but a 
ſtrong reaſon, nay an indiſpenſable neceſſity, 


that requires them to be brought to that Or- 


dinance. For we may as we have already 
taken notice from the Words of Chriſt, ga- 
ther theſe following Concluſions, That Young 


Children, ſucking Babes born of Chriſtian Pa- 


"ents, have a Right and Title to the Goſpel 
Covenant of Grace; That they are graciouſly 
invited to be partakers of it in that tende 
Age; That their Parents and Friends are 
commanded to bring them, and that they 
are not to be forbidden; That they are fo 


early capable of being Members of the King- 


dom of Grace, and Glory. That before they 
can have any real Intereſt in that Kingdom, 


they muſt come unto Chriſt, that is, to his 


Ordinance of Baptiſm, the door and Entrance 


into this Kingdom; That unleſs they be par- 
takers of this Baptiſm of Water they cannot 
euter into this Kingdom; for there is no o- 


ther expedient offered to us but this to be ad- 
mitted into this Bleſſed Kingdom. And that 
therefore all Parents, that ſhall after Del- 
piſe, ſcorn, undervalue, or negle& this In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt, and ſhall forbid or keep 
back their Children frem Baptiſm, if the) 


as 
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as in them lies they exclude them from the 
Kingdom of God, and Heaven, and without 
the infinite Mercy of God, which is above all 
his Works, may be guilty of the Damnation 
of thoſe poor Souls. For tho' God's Favour 


and Compaſſions are not bound or limited to 


the, outward Means, he hath judg'd conve- 
nient to bind us to it, and to certain Mea- 
ſures, that he commands us to obſerve, and 
we cannot promiſe to obtain the Benefits, but 
by our compliance, ſubmiſſion, and obedi- 
ence. To this purpoſe St. Auſtin adviſes us. 
Let us not of our own Heads promiſe to any Eter- 
nal Salvation, (no not to Infants, without the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt,) which the Scripture does not 
promiſe. For tis a bold Preſumption to diſ- 
poſe of the Kingdom of Heaven without 
God's conſent, or to grant it to any without 
the approbation of his holy Word. Indeed 
we may juſtly conceive that in caſe a Child 
is ſnatcht away ſuddenty by Death before 
Baptiim can convenieutly be obtain'd, aud 
that the Parents are not guilty of any con- 
tempt or neglect of Chritt's Inſticution, in 
ſuch a caſe we may depend upon the Mercy 
of God, that is able to ſave that Soul, in an 
extraordinary manner, ſince *tis his pleaſure 
to have it ſo. - But we have no other ordi- 
nary means appointed to us for the remiſſi- 
on of Sins, but Baptiſm without which there 
can be none admitted unto God's Favour, or 


to be enter'd and enrol'd amongſt Chriſt's 
Diſciples. E 


4. The 
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The Rea onable Proceedings of. our C 
| 1 ( 


Church in Baptiſm, 8 

OR theſe Reaſons our Church of England þ 
in obedience to the Command of ou! 
great Maſter orders Young Infants to be , 


rought to Baptiſm, and hath appointed an 
Office intermixt with ſuch Exhortations, In- 
{tructions, Advices, and Prayers as may be for 
the edification of the Church, and give ſuffi 
cieut ſatisfaction to all unbiaſs'd Spirits of the 
Equity, Sincerity, aad Legality of her pru- 
dent and charitable proceedings. 
Feirſt, it deſires that the People may be ad: 

moniih'd, to bring their Children to this Or- 
dinauce chicfly on Sundays and Holy days 
when the Congregation is numerous, that 
there might be the more Witneſſes of the 
Child's reception into the Church, and that 
they alſo might be often minded of their Pro- 
feſſion and engagements at Baptiſm. But in 
caſes of neceſſity it approves of any other time 
as convenient for this purpoſe. - 

It begins by a Repreſentation of our natu- 
ral State, being conceived and born in Sin, 
and the neceſſity of a Regeneration, or New 
Birth for our admittance into the Kingdom 
of God, with an exhortation to the Congre- 
_ gation there preſent to pray to God, 'I hat 
the Child may be Baptized with the Spirit 
as well as with Water, and actually enrol' 

55 | amongſt 
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| amongſt Chriſt's Members. In the two firſt 
y Collets therefore we beſeech our Merciful 
God, to waſh and Sanctify the Child, to re- 
ceive it into his Grace and Favour, to grant 
unto it the remiſſion of Sins, and to bleſs it 
with ſuch Spiritual Benediction as may pre- 
ſerve it from the Temptations, and Vices of. 
the Age, and prepare it for the Kingdom of 
Heaven. This pious Introduction is followed 
by the Goſpel, where Chriſt invites ſucking 
Babes to him, and his Ordinance forbids ail 
Perſons to hinder them, with an aſſurance that 
they are fit Members of the Kingdom of God, 
and propoſes their Innocency and good diſ- 
poſition in that Age, as proper for the Imita- 
ad tion of thoſe of Riper Years, who deſign 
for that Heavenly State. And to expreſs 
his tender Affection for ſuch Babes, he took 
them up in his Arms, put his Hands upon 
them, and Bleſſed them. Our Church un- 
derſtands this Text as all the reformed Chur- 
ches of Chriſt, as an expreſs and poſitive 
Command for Children to be brought to Bap- 
tiſm; as we ſhall ſee in the Harmony of their 
Confeſſions. Therefore it offers this Text to 
| the Congregation, to countenance the religi- 
ous Action, aud diſcover to them, how agrea- 
ble *tis to the Will and Intention of our gra- 
cious Redeemer. For that purpoſe it ap- 
'M plies Chriſt's Words to the weighty buſineſs 
ein hand, and ſhews that they concern other 
Children beſides thoſ brought to him at that 
time; and adviſeth Company to believe, 
That he will like favourably receive this 
n preſent 
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5 rue Infant; That he will embrace him or 


43 
it. 
_ 


* — — e 2 
i — * 


— —— — — 
* 


— bu, F500 a 
£ — — — 5 8 — 
992 —_—— — — ——— r OBS —ͤ— — 
—êͤ rc a 
Ns 


er with the Arms of his Mercy; that he will 
give unto him or her the Bleſling of Eternal 
Life, and make him or her partaker of his 
Eternal Kingdom. Upon this perTuaſion of 
our Heavenly Father's good will towards the 


preſent Infant declared by our Saviour's Words 


and actions, and of his allowance of our cha- 
ritable Work in bringing the Child to Bap- 
tiſm, we proceed devoutly to give him thanks 
for calling us to his Grace and Faith, be- 


ſeeching him to increaſe and confirm this Faith 


in us, and to bleſs his Ordinance, that the 
Child may be born again, and be made an 
Heir of everlaſting Salvation through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
After this there is an Addreſs to the God- 
fathers and Godmothers, ſhewing to them, 


what we have done for the Child's good, and 


what Prayers we have offered up, what we may 
_ reaſonably expect in this Inſtitution from the 


Goodneſs, Mercy, Power of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and what is required, that the Child 
ſhould engage and promiſe to perform, when 
it comes to Years of diſcretion. In the mean 
while, as they repreſent the Child's Perſon 
in that holy Ordinance, and are Sureties for 


it, they ought to ſpeak in the Child's name, 


and Covenant with God; That it ſhall re- 
nounce the Devil and all his Works, believe 


God's holy Word, and obediently keep his 


Commandmeuts. Accordingly four Que- 
ſtions are offer'd to then: Doſt thou in the 
wine of this Child, ©. And they onglht 
| | Not 
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yr || not only with a nod or bow or curchy an- 
11 ſwer the Miniſter's Queſt ions, but in exprefſfs 
al Terms as it is order'd by the Rubrick, ſpeak 
is plainly and audibly in the Child's name, unto 
of whom they lend their Tongues, to return a 
he | Satisfactory Anſwer. Now before I proceed 
ds further, 1 muſt Vindicate this ancient and 
a- laudable Cuſtom of Godfathers and Godmo- 
p- thers, and the Rules of our Church from the 
ks impertinent Cavils and Objections of our 
e- ſeveral Diſſenters, who have poſſeſſed our 
th People with ſtrange and erroneous Notions in 
he relation to theſe Practices. | 


ur e | | — — 
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ay Plrſt, we are to inquire into the Names gi- 
he 1 ven by divers Chriſtian Nations to theſe 


ſus charitable Perſons, who preſent our Children 
id at Baptiſm. Ko 


en Secondly, we ſhall examine the Antiquity. 
al and Uſefulneſs of Godfathers and Godmo- 
others, and how neceſſary to be continued in 
01 the Church in theſe corrupt days, as well as 
ne, in the primitive Times. 


ye Thirdly, we ſhall conſider the Equity, 

bis! Juſtice, and Reaſonableneſs of their anſwer- - 

je- ring for the Children, and promiſing for them, 

neſt That they will r“ aounce the Devil and all | 

nt his Works, Cc. And what is their Duty, af- 
ter 
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ter ſuch a kind Practice, and Engagement 


for the Child. 


Firſt, Their Names are conſider'd, and 


juſtified from the frivolous Objections of 
ſcrupulous Minds, who not only quarrel at 
The continuance of the Cuſtom, but are offen- 
ded at the ſignificant Names that we give 
them. They are commonly calPd Godfathers 
and Godmothers becauſe they perform the 
Father's, and Mother's Duty towards God, for 
them, and in their Names and ſtead. to de- 
dicate us to the holy Trinity, and becauſe 
they aſliſt at our New Birth, when we arc 
born the Children of God, and are to us as 
our Spiritual Parents, to introduce us into 
an Heavenly Society, the Church of Chriſt. 
Our Natural Fathers and Mothers are in— 
ſtrumental to bring us into the World, our 
Spiritual are likewiſe Agents to introduce us 
into another Life and Heavenly State. And 
becauſe they deſerve our eſteem and reſpect 
for theſe good Offices, the Name of God is 
| beſtowed upon them, and added to that of 
Father, as upon other Perſons and things, 
for the ſame Reaſon in Holy Scripture, as in 
Exod. 4. 16. Moſes is ſaid to be inſtead of 
God unto Pharao; and Kings, and Princes, 
who are Noble, and generous Benefactors, 
are ſtiled Gods. In like manner things that 
challenge an high eſteem bear that Bleſſed 
Name; as the Paradiſe of God, Revel. 2. 7. 


and in Ger. 13. 10. The 4 of Sodom, before 


it felt the Flames of Divi, engeance, is on 
parc 
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t | pared: to the Garden of the Lord. Tis there- 
| fore no Profanation of this ſacred Name to 
fix it to our Spiritual Parents, by whoſe fa- 
d ff vourable aſſiſtance we become Children of 
ff | God, and Heirs of his Heavenly Kingdom. 
it | They are alſo qualified Sureties, becauſe they 
1- B engage for us, and in our Names, that we 
e ſhall perform what belongs to us on our part 
rs | to anfwer God's favourable acceptance of us 
ne into his Covenant. They are likewiſe ſtiled 
or | Witneſſes, becauſe they are to bear Teſti- 
e- mony for us, that we have been admitted into 
f the Church by Chriſt's Inſtitution , and a- 
regainſt us, if we. offer to abuſe afterwards 
as | God's Merciful Reception of us, by a wicked 
to courſe of Living. They are by the French 
|. Named Parains & Marains, Comeres & 
in-JComperes; by theSpariards Padrinos & Madri- 
zur Inas, & Compadres & Comadres; by the ta- 
us Nlians Santolo Padrinos & Madrinos, by the La- 
nd tins Sponſores, & Suſceptores & Suſceptrices 
ect by the Greeks Eyyuvnris, & emodbxevs ; by the 
| is preſent Jews Baal Berith, that is, the Lord of 
of the Covenant, all creditable Titles expreſling 
gs, Ithe new relation that is between them and 
in Ithe Children, and between them and their 
of Natural Parents, and the eſteem that both 
des, (Children and Parents are to have of ſuch kind 
and Officious Perſons, who lend our Infants 
their aſſiſtance, for the obtaining ſo ſignal an 
Honour and Benefit, as an Entrance into a 
Covenant with God. I 

Secondly, Now if w in4uire into the Anti- 

quity of Godfather ::.4 Godmothers in the 
Church 
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Church of God, we may date this uſage 285 
old as before the Captivity of Babylon amongſt 
the Jews in the time of the Prophet 1/aiah, lat 
_ chap. 8. v. 2. where when the Propheteſs was of 
brought to bed, he took two Witneſſes to bello 
preſent at the Circumciſion of the Child, and an 
called his Name Maher-ſhalalhaſs-baz. Theſen 
Witneſſes amongſt this firſt People of God ar 
perform'd at Circumciſion the ſame Office toffy 
the Children, and were inſtead of our God- th 
fathers and Godmothers, as may be proved x 
from the Jewiſh Records. And it is obſer - fo 
vable; that J/aiah ſpeaks of this Practice, not 
as new, then introduc'd, but as the conſtant 
uſage of his People time out of Mind, anc 

et retain'd amongſt the Modern Jews, who 
Name the Godfather, who preſents the Child y 
at Circumciſion to the Mohel or CircumciſerÞy., 
Baal Berith, the Lord of the Covenant, be- 
cauſe by his procurement the Child is enter' 
into God's Covenant, and a Name becoming 
his Profeſſion is beſtowed upon him. Like 
wiſe when John the Baptiſt was brought to 
Circumciſion, we read that neither his Fx 
ther nor Mother preſented him, but ſome 
_ charitable Friends, who contended that hi 
Name ſhould be Zacharias, and would no 
be ſatisfi'd till his dumb Parent had fignifice 
in writing that his Name ſhould be John. Let 
not this Cuſtom, derived to us from the Few! 
Church, give offence for that Reaſon ; for it! 
neither Levitical nor ceremonial, but is th. 
a Moral Uſe, tends te a good Purpoſe, any, 
is needful to be retail. d in the _— 

| X 0 
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God. Therefore we find it in uſe amongſt the 
primitive Chriſtians in the days immediately 
after the Apoſtles. For they in the Infancy 
of the Church thought it no diſgrace to bor- 
row, and retain from the Jews divers Rites 
and Ceremonies 1n the ſervice of God, which 
might tend to edification and be uſeful. This 
amongſt the reſt was practiſed by them: For 
we read of Higinus Biſhop of Rome, before 
that Church was corrupted with the ſtrange 
Errors and abuſes fince crept in, that he did 


Iforbid any Child to be admitted to Baptiſm, 


unleſs there were one Patrimus, and one Ma- 
trima, that ſhould preſent and anſwer for 
the Baptized ; as you may ſee in Platina, in the 
Lives of the Biſhops of Rome. This Higinus 
was a Martyr, and lived in the days of Poly- 
carpus, a Diſciple and Succeſſor of St. John 


Jia the See of Epheſus, who had been at Rome. 


In this Quatation the Reader may take no- 
tice of the Antiquity of the Baptiſm of 


ike lnfants in Chriſt's Church, as well as of God- 


fathers and Godmothers. But we muſt here 


Jobſerve that this Cuſtom did not then begin, 
but was neglected by ſome Parents. There- 


fore he expreſly commanded that it ſhould be 
renewed,retained,and continued,and that none 
ſhould be admitted to Baptiſm without one 


JJodfather and one Godmother. ls it probable, 
that fo religious and Holy a Martyr would have 
put a ſtop to Chriſt's Inſtitution and hindred 


z All 
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the Baptiſm of Infants for the Omiſſion of any 


Humane Ordinance, or Contrivance of his 
own Head, had he not ſeen a Diſhonour fal- 
ling 
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ling upon the Name of God and his Holy 
Sacrament by the neglect of this laudable, and 


ancient Practice? But as it was then the con- 
ſtant deſire, and uſage of Chriſtians, to Bap- 


tize their Infants, he ordered that at leaſt one 
Godfather, and one Godmother ſhould pre- 
ſent them to the Font, and anſwer for them, 
I confeſs, that this is not of a Divine In- 
ſtitution, nor of that abſolute neceſſity as the 
ſacred Ordinance of Baptiſm, but next a kin 
to it. For Cuſtoms in uſe in the Church »f 
God in all Ages, ordained by the Wiſdom of 
. Men, and the pious Rulers of the Church 

challenge our Reſpects and Deference, our 
Eſteem and Veneration, and are not to he 
lightly rejected or neglected by us. Tis ſuppo- 
ſed that this was an Apoſtolick appointment, 
for the more decent adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm to Infants. And it is 
remarkable that there is no Chriſtian Church 
now profeſſing our Faith in the World but 
religiouſly keeps this Cuſtom, unleſs, it be a- 
mongſt our Diſſenters. The univerſal Practice 
therefore of all Chriſtians ſhould have ſome 
weight, and be able to ſatisfy the Scruples 

of weak Minds, as well as the Antiquity. 


But the ſame Reaſons for its firſt ordain- 


ing, plead for its continuance amongſt our 
People. For it was inftituted to procure 
ſome aſſiſtance to Parents in the education of 
their Children, for the obſervance of their 
Baptiſmal Vow, and Holy Profeſſion : To 
preſerve them from e dangers of Pro- 
fanefs, Negligence, gw ance, Idolatry, and 

Schiſm: 
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Schiſm : To keep them in the Unity of that 
and to be Members of Chriſt. ?Tis alſo uſe- 


fal, and is deſigned to beget Love and unity 
amongſt Neighbours,and to unite their hearts 


tual and reciprocal Obligations of Kindneſs, 
In. 82d Gratitude. It tends alſo to the Honour 


the Hand credit of Baptiſm, which is not to be 
kin profaned upon unworthy Subjects, but the 


| off beſt care is taken by the Rulers of the Church, 
\ of chat proviſion may be made, to ſecure Chriſt's 


ch lntereſt in all, who are thus admitted into 


ur his Holy Profeſſion, that they. may be In- 


he ſtructed and Tutor'd accordingly. This may 


Jbe a Reaſon, why Higinus that. Godly. Biſhop 
nt, ot Rome was fo ſevere, and exact in requir- 
Sa- Jing Godfathers and Godmothers at the Bap- 
- js Ntiſm of Children, becauſe their Parents were 
rchften taken away by ſudden Death, and Mar- 


had been Dedicated to God and Chriſt in that 
Holy Ordinance, might not be carried. back 
0 Idolatry and Paganiſm, their Sureties were 
o engage and look, incaſe of Neceſlity, to 
their Education in Chriſtianity. Truly our 


Church, that. received them. into its boſom, 


tyrdom. That ſuch Children therefore, wha 


X 


and Intereſts by a New Relation, and by mu- 


in- Children are in no leſs Danger in theſe cor 


zur Hupt Times, than theirs were in the Reign of 
ao Idolatry, and amongſt the Heathens. For 


of they are expoſed to as many, and as great 


ejr HNemptations from the Vices and Hereſies of 
To Pur Age, as they were from the Allurements 
ro- Fund Impoſitions of the Heathen Religion. 
ind 115 convenient for the ſame Reaſon that 


ſome 
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ſome Religious Perſons, beſides my Parents, Irn 
might Promiſe to over-ſee our Childrens E- ſhy 
ducation. We cannot have too many Moni- He 
tors in Religion. For our Youth are too incli- Nd 
nable to forget themſelves, and their God, Pu. 
and too eaſily corrupted by the Deceits of the Hal 
Fleſh and the World. And we have no ſuffi- 0 
cient cauſe to aboliſh this Pious Inſtitution, Mr. 
decauſe of the negle& of ſome : For there is In 
nothing ſo Holy and Sacred, but if the A-he 
buſe were a good Cauſe to diſcontinue it, ho 
would be allowed any longer amongſt us. Nu 


Thirdly, But the Prejudices, Scruples, andhn 
Objections entertain'd by our People, agaiaithn 
this conſtant and religions Cuſtom in thehni 
Church of God, proceed from their Miſtakes he 
and Miſapprehenſions, which I. will endea-ſſo 
your to rectify. : "1 

They pretend, That the Engagement andu! 
Promiſe, That they will, or that the Child 
ſhall Renounce the Devil and all his Works 
- &c. is more, than they can perform, and thai 
they undertake an Impoſlibility. 

This Obxetion comes from a Suppoſition 
that the Godfathers and Godmothers promil 
in their own Names. Whereas it is in tht 
Name of the Child that Engages and Promis 
eth with the Sureties Tongues, to Renounct 
the Devil and all his Works, the vain Pomps 
Kc. Grant that the Children, when the 
come to Age, break this Promiſe, and by at 
irregular Living, nev- perform what thel 
Sureties in Baptiſm +omiſed for — 

| en 


Its, 
E- 
ni- 
li- 
od, 
the pable for the Godfathers and Godmothers 
ffi· No make ſuch a Promiſe for the Child or Chil- 
on, ren, For this is a known and approved Max- 
- fm, that it is lawful to promiſe to God, when 
A- e are otherwiſe bound to perform. Are 
it, pot we all his Creatures, in the State of Na- 
ure, bound to obey God, to embrace him 
s our Sovereign Lord, to believe his Word, 


y the Childrens Violation of ſuch Engage- 


and 
inſt 
the 
kes 


miſe or no? Now there is no Sin in pro- 


ting contrary. Nay it. would be a Crime 


lea · Ito refuſe to make ſuch a Promiſe, when re- 


quired from us as at this Time. It is ikewiſe 
andizuſt and reaſonable, when the Child is to en- 


hilcgter into Covenant with God, that he ſhould. 
IS part, as well 


Krake ſome Engagement on 
tas God on his. And it is allow all Courts 

ff Judicature, that when Minors are tp be ad- 
itted to any Privilege, that their 
ans ſhould appear for them, and enter 


ion 
mil 
the 
miſ 
unc 
Ps 
the) 


hey come to Majority, are bound to the Per- 


their Names. Is not this the ſame Caſe in 
y aWaptiſm? Therefore the Godfathers and God- 
nelWmothers are not in th; leaſt worthy of Blame, 
- elther by making ar.y ſuch Engagement, 2 
| | y 


2nd follow his Di ections, whether we pro- 


ſing, but in breaking, ſuch a Promiſe and in 


here can be no Gullt contracted by them, but 
jents, which Guilt and Crime will be Charg- 


d upon them by a juſt God, not upon the 
zureties. Now it is lawful, juſt, and reaſo- 


nardt- 


nto ſuch Obligations as are required for the 
obtaining of ſuch Advantages; and they when 


ormance of Articles and Covenants made in 
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44 The Dangerous Errors 
by the wickedneſs afterwards of the Child: 
If they do their Duty expreſſed in the Charge 
at the Concluſion of the Office of Baptiſm; 
If they fee that the Infant be Taught, what; 
à Solemn Vow, Promiſe, and Profeſſion he 
hath made by them; That he Learns the 
Greed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Com- 
mandments in the Vulgar Tongue; In a * 
Word, that he be Educated in the Chriſtian 
Religion and Faith, Learn the. Catechiſm, 
and be call'd upon to hear Sermons. Which 
Engagement comprehends no more, than: 
what every Religious Perſon is bound to 
Practiſe in Relation to the greateſt Strangers, 
if it be in our Power; That is, to,Admanihf a 
and Adviſe them for their Souls Good. On- 
ly theſe Sureties take it upon them, to act 
accordingly, and make it their particular and 
private Obligation, what is before more Ge- 
neral. But it is to be underſtood, in caſe they 
have the Power and Opportunities to put ſuch 
Promiſe in Practice, and not other wiſe. As ſoon 
as the Child is brought to Confirmation, and. 
has ſolemnly owned his Sureties Engagements 
for him, and made an open profeſſion of Faith, - 
they are then in ſome, reſpects diſcharg'd and 
acquitted from their. private Obligation. ItF 
cancerns.thereforeGodfathersandGodmothers, 
to cauſe their Children when they come to an 
Age of Underſtanding, ta be adviſ d not to. 
light x publick Confirmation and Confeſſion N 
of their Religion and Faith zbut openly to owl 
their holy Profeſſion the preſence of the ; 
Church of. God, uato hich they belong 

his 


uz proceeding, if it were diligently ob- 
Aierv'd, might be very uſeful to encourage 
5cligion and Piety, and prevent the Debau- 
u Tnerſes and Licentiouſneſs of the Age, and to 
10 nprint in the Minds of Men their Duty and 
he heir Engagements to God their Creator and 
""}cdeemer. N | 
1 Now after that the Godfathers and Godmo- 
id hers have made ſuch Promiſes, as God's Co- 
aſenant with Man requires in the State of 
10 Trace, for, and in the Name of the Child, 
Dur Church hath preſcribed certain ſhort Pe- 
anW:tions, to be offer'd up to God, for the 
hild's Spiritual Welfare; That the Old Adam 
ay be buried, and the New Man may be raiſed 
pin him; That all Carnal Affection, may die in 
40 in, and all things belonging to the Spirit may 
ve and grow in him; That he may haue Power 
"Bud Strength to have V, ittory and to Triumph a= 
Wiinſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. And 
Prayer follows expreſſing the Death of 
Thriſt, and this poſitive Command, to Bap- 
Wze all Nations, and to implore the Divine 
Favour for the Child, that the outward Waſh- 
Ws of Water might be Bleſſed by an inward 
anctification of the Mind from all fin and 
It orruptlon. X | | 
ws Can there any thing be more Orderly and 
on ecent than this method? What madneſs 
1 ath poſſeſſed ſome People, to quarrel at our 
Aion ubrick, and this regular Proceeding of our 
. hurch in Baptiſm ? Whereja we aſcribe all 
- the ne Power, Efficacy, and Benefits to the Mer- 
and Goodneſs of God, from whom we ex- 
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and therefore we earneſtly Pray for it. 


ſter's ſtead, and having a Chriſtian Name g 
ven by the Godfathers and Godmothers, j g 


of the Holy Ghoſt, and thereby Dedica 
him to the Honour and Service of the ey 
the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, and fi 
not be aſham'd of the Profeſſion of a Cru 


Au Church hath ordered either Dipp * 


Original Word Barro, which tho' its Na 


as in Budæus, Stephan, &c. it is frequently undſß. 
ſtood in a larger ſenſe, by theſe Maſters of fe 
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46 The Dangerous Errors £ PR 
Pect a Bleſſing to our Obedience, and ti 
Child's gracious Reception into his Covenan n 

Then the Migiſter of Chriſt takes up tf 
Child in his Arms, receives him in his MF 


Baptizes him as our Lord has appointed, 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, a . 


Bleſſed Trinity, declares his Reception in 


Sz 


him with the ſign of the Croſs, that he mig | 


fied Jeſus; but own him as his Lord and MY 
ſter, * the Ignominy of il, 
Death. Ds 


Of the Word Baptiſm, 
he 


pouring Water, or Sprinkling in Baptil F 
Our Adverſaries except againſt the latter, 


no ſufficient Baptiſm, out of a miſtake of ni; 


pr 


E 


ral Signification may imply a leſſer Dippiſ 


Greek Tongue, and he Word of God, It 
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any kind of Waſhing, Sprinkling, or Clean- 
ing, where there is no Dipping, as Mark 7. 
„ where we are told of the Phariſees, that 
very time they came from the Market, before 
hey Eat Bamliowra, they Baptized, tis Ri- 
iculous to «Fancy, that they were ſo often 
Wipped, or Plung'd into the Water over Head 


Ut 


nan 


" Wnd Ears. That can never be the ſenſe of the 
vangeliſt, but rather a Waſhing or Clean- 


ing of their Hands and Face, after a Conver- 
Wation with the polluted World in the Publick 
oncourſe of People. St. Matth. directs us to this 
Interpretation of the Word pariowre, by the 
ffence they took at Chriſt's Diſciples,for not 
aſhing.their Hands before they took Bread, 
ind St. Mark by informing ns that they uſed 
he Bar7iopss m]npiov *\ Ss 1, Xanmoy t) xawer, 
he Baptiſm, or Waſhing of Cups and Pots, 
Brazen Veſſels, and of Beds or Cœuches, upon 
hich the Fews cat Meat, and not Tables, as 
e Interpret the Word Min, Cline. Now can 
ve imagine, that eveiy time they took their 
\epaſt, they Dipt their Couches upon which 
hey lean'd at their Dinners and Suppers, and 
oak'd them in Water? It had been a very im- 
"roper and Inconvenient Reſting Place, and an 
Inſufferable Mortification for ſuch nice People 
0 Eat Bread upon wet Couches. Therefore 
bis Word Baptize ſignifies in this Text to 
prinkle their Couches with Water, and to 
\enſe or Waſh their Cups, their Platters, and 
drazenVeſlels. And the Word Baptize is often 
ed in another Senſe in Scripture, than that 
It Dipping or Plungii:z. *Tis taken tor San- 
1 ctitying 


rr 
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48 The Dangerous Errors 
Qifying or Cleanſing, as Matth. 3. 11. He ſhallff 
Baptize you, with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire 
To expreſs the Divine Operation of the Son 
of God upon the Souls of Men, by the Work- 
ing of his Holy Spirit. So Matth. 20. 224 
Chriſt asks the Sons of Zebedee, Are you ableÞ 
to Drink of the Cup that I ſhall Drink of, and u 
be Baptized with the Baptizm that I am Baptizelf 
with ? Here is nothing of Dipping or Plung 
ing to be underſtood; but a Conſecration of 
our ſelves to the Honor of God, in Obedience 
to his Will, by Sufferings and Martyrdom 
Likewiſe in Zuke 11. 38. Chriſt being invited 
to a Phariſee's Houſe to Dinner, the Phariſe 
wonder'd that betore he ſat down to Eat, tha 
he had not firſt Waſhed before Dinner. It 
the Original is $aprocues id 6.2 urd.ory dn d TIA 
dg Y Te apirs, In this Text the word 
Baptize fignifies to cleanſe or waſh the Hand 
So 'tis Interpreted Matth. 15. 2. why do th 
Diſciples tranſgreſs the Tradition of the El 
ders; for they waſh not their Hands befort 
They eat Bread. And Heb. g. 10. we find thi 
word Baptiſm to be uſed for Sprinkling. Fol 
the Apoltle affirms, That the Levitical Serviſh 
ces conſiſted in Meats and Drinks and diver 
Waſhings, in the Greek is Nagigzts gn 
divers Baptiſms. 

It you Inquire from Moſes what thoſe Ba 
tiſms were, he will tell you, Levit. 14. 6, 
That the Pricft ſhall take the Scarlet and the Hyſſo 
and dip them in the Blood of the Bird, and fhal 
Sprinkle it upon him that is to be Cleanſed from t 


Leproſie. So Numbers 19. 18. And a clea 
Perſon ſtall take Fiyfſop. and dip it in the W ati 
an 
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„and Sprinkle it upon the Tent, and upon all the 
re Weſſels, and upon the Perſons, that were there, &c. 
50 could Quote many other ſuch Paſſages of the 
w, Sprinkling, which St. Paul expreſſes by 
11 he Name of, Baptiſm. Therefore I would 
aþjÞave our Adverſaries take notice, that in the 
4cripture Language, the Word Baptize ſigni- 
ries not only to Dip, but Cleanſe and Sprinkle, 
ng: and I can bring many Quotations out of the 

reek Authors, to prove, that they alſo of- 
en underſtood the Word in that ſenſe. 
hen therefore our Saviour Commands his 
Apoſtles to go, and Baptize all Nations, he 
iſekequires not from all, or from any, Dipping or 
Plunging over Head and Ears in Water, nei- 
her are we ſtrictly to bind our ſelves to the 
Practice of the Eaſtern, Southern, and hotter 
onountries, in theſe Cold Northern Climates 
this Caſe. But our wiſe Maſter has left 
great deal to the Wiſdom, Diſcretion, and 
rudence of his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors; 

e circumſtantial part of Religion being no 
here Appointed by him, or his inſpired 
Wollowers, only a General Rule is left us; 
at all things might be done Decently and in Or- 
Wer, 1 Cor. 14. 40. Neither is the quantity of 
ater, nor this action of Plunging anywiſe 
aterial or eſſentia e Ordinance of Bap- 
iſm, but a circumſtance, that may and ought 
d be alter'd when *tis prejudicial to the lives 
„f the Baptiſed. Now tis not doubted but that 
Ich a Practice, if we were oblig'd always 
W<eligiouſly to obſerve, might deſtroy moſt 
our Infants in cold Seaſons, and cauſe yz 
| $3 
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50 The Dangerous Error: 
tod carry them from their Baptiſmal Font 
to their Graves. Neither is it Chriſt's Inter 
t ion in this Ordinance, that the Body ſhould be 
Cleans'd from Pollution, but the Soul ſhould h 
Waſhed with his Precious Blood. Therefon 
he appoints ſuch convenient Actions and ſud 
Element as might expreſs and ſignify out ware 
ly to our Senſes, what he performs inward 

in our Souls, and this is as well repreſente 
by Sprinkling, or Pouring a ſmall quantity 
of Water upon the Face of the Child, as! 
Dipping the whole Body in a River or th 
Sea; this Application ſhewing how we or-0 
Children are made partakers of Chriſt's Deat 
and Paſſion, into which we are Baptiſcc 
Now the Face, being that part of Man, when 
the Soul or Spirit does appear out ward 
more than in any other, and by the ſeven 
Characters diſcovers the Natural Diſpoſition 
and Inclinations of that Secret and Retird 
Mind, I cannot but Judge it the moſt prone 
to receive this Application of Water, all 
to be Baptized, Waſhed or Cleanſed fa 
the Remiſſion of Sins; this Inſtitution bein 

appointed only for the Soul's benefit, and nd 
for the Waſhing of the Body. As-therefor 
_ Chriſt told Peter, when he had waſhed on! 
his feet; He that is Waſhed needeth not ſave 
Waſh his Feet, but is clean every whit. So mid 
I ſpeak to our Dippers, in relation to Infants 
He that is Baptized, needeth not fave ti 
Baptize his Face, but is clean every whi 
ald is ſuſficiently Baptized, without a Plung 
ing all over in Water. This is declared 
| | | the 
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fl the Miniſter, when he poureth Water on the 
ty Face of the Child: I Bapiize thee in the Name 
MI of the Father, &c. not only to his Face the 


Element of Water is applied, but to the Per- 
ſon of the Child, by this outward action, and 
A the Baptizer's Words. So that all the other 

parts partake of the Benefits of this Ordi- 


ra nance, and the whole Man is thereby declared 
ng z Member of Chriſt and of his Church. 
uy But here I cannot but mind a Profane Ex- 
IS i preſſion that I have heard from our Dippers, 
r Cn a little Water Sprinkled upon the Child's Face do 
"OY it any Good? Yes verily, it can do good, when it 
Xa is God's and Chriſt's Appointment; and it can 
iel 3 8 * 
be as efficacious for the Remiſſion of Sins, as 
* the Waters of the River Jordan were to 


Cleanſe Naaman from his Leproſie, when in o- 
bedience to the Prophet's Order, he Dipped 
* himſelf Seven times: As Efficacious as 
UE the Blood of the Paſchal Lamb ſprinkled with 
Hyſſop upon the Lintel and the two fide- 
| poſts of the Doors of the Iſraelites in Egypt, 
was to keep out the deſtroying Angel from 
3 ni entring in; as Efficacious, in a Word, as the 
oY Sacrifices and Offerings of the Jews under the 
© Law were to procure the Pardon of their 
Sins, when they preſented them by God's Ap- 
bpointment. *Tis not the Water, but our O- 
bedience to the Command of God, and his 
Gracious Order and Promiſe of Acceptance, 
that procures to us the Benefits expected in 
that Holy Inſtitution. And we are to judge 
"17 it, as an hainous Aﬀront to our Saviour's © 
© Þ Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power, thus to de- 
D 2 ſpiſe 
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ſpiſe ſuch an Ordinance, by which he con- 
deſcends to our Weakneſs and Capacity. Can 


any reaſonable Believer imagine that he 
hath Ordered this to be Practiſed in his 


Church, in vain, to no purpoſe, to deceive his 
People, by cauſing them to Expect, and Pray 


for what he does not Grant? It would be an 
Impiety to entertain any ſuch wicked thought 
of our Merciful Redeemer. If after this So- 
lemn Reception into the Church of Chriſt, any 
fall off to an Abominable and Sinful Life, and 
abuſe of that Grace granted to them in Bap- 


tiſm, by that Reception and the Mercies vouch- 


ſafed to them, this will aggravate their Sins 
and render them more hainous and unpar- 
donable in the fight of God, becauſe they tread 
underfoot the Son of God, and count the Blood of the 


Covenant wherewith they were Sanflificd in Bap- 
tiſm, an u loly thing, and have donc defpight 


unto the Spirit of Grace, Heb. 10. 29 St. Paul 
reckons their Condition to be very Deſperate 
and their Doom unavoidable. 


* 


| Of the Sign of the Croks. 


Have one Practice more, and Order of 


our Church, to juſtify, before I proceed 
further in giving a rational Account o 


our Adminiſtration of Baptiſm; that is oul 
Pgniag the Child whom we receive, with 
the ſien of the Croſs. An antient Cuſtom 

— among 
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the unbelievers, but a grand m 
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amongſt the primitive Chriſtians, ſuppo- 
ſed to be introduced, becauſe of the Feathers 
and Fews Reproaching them with their adora- 
tion of a Crucified Jeſus. For that reaſon, 
they Gloried in that which thoſe Ignorant 
Inſidels thought to be their ſhame, as St. Au- 
guſtin ſpeaks upon the 6th of the Galat. That 
we might Glory in the Croſs of Chriſt, our Lord, 
carried it upon his ſhoulders, and hath recommended 
it to us'as the Rod of his Kingdom. *Tis a Sport to 
ſt ery to the Faith- 
ful. What is a ſhame to the worlds Philoſophers, the 
Apoſtle eſteems it as his Treaſure : To the one it 
appears as Folly, but to the Apoſtle wiſdom and 
Glory. And as a publick ſign of their pro- 
feſſion, the primitive Chriſtians were wont, 
entring into any company, to make this ſign 
of the Croſs. Therefore St. Aubroſe adviſeth 
us, jigno Crucis omnia aufpicanda, to begin all 
things with the ſign of the Croſs. Ambrole 
Serm. 47. And St. Chryſoſtom in his Treatiſe a- 
gainſt the Gentiles has this expreſſion. TheCroſs 
cs to be ſigned upon the Front, as a viſible Pillar. 
We fancy not any vertue in this figa 
as the Superſtitious Papiſts imagine; neither 
do we look upon it as eſſential to Chrilt's - 
lnſtitution, but we retain the uſe, becauſe. 
we find it in the purer times of Chriſtia- 


| nity obſerved by the Profeſſors at Baptiſm, and 


our Church dectares this reaſon to ſatiſty all 
ſcrupulous Minds; That rhe Child, when it dme 
to an age of under ſtanding, might not be aſbamꝰd 
to confeſs the Faith of Cirift Crucified, but man- 
fully to foot e 615 anner, ag uinſt Sin, thelH urid . 
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54 The Dangerous Errors 
the Fleſh and the Devil, & c. we look upon it as 
only a ſignificant ſign, a uſeful Remembrance, 
a mark of our Profeſſion, and the encourage- 
ment of our Faith, and boaſt ing, according to 
St. Paul's Saying, Gal. 6. 14. God forbid that 
ſhould Clory, ſavt inthe Croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
Therefore 'tis not convenient to leave off this 
innocent, this harmleſs and primitive Practice, 
for the groundleſs and nnreaſonable Scruple 
of ſome Diilenters, who fancy it as a Badge, 
and Relick of Popery, whereas ſome hun- 
dreds of years beforethat Religion was bronght 
into the World, this ſign of the Croſs was 

coaſtantly uſed by Chriſt's Diſciples at Bap- 

tiſm, as I can prove by authentick Teſtimo-ſſſ & 

mes and Authors. | z J 

Now after this ſign made upon the Child Ne 
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i 


o D ee ee . © Bt 


D 


Front, and an Account of it given, the Miniſter 

is to exhort the Congregation preſent to re- 
turn thanks, to God, for his regenerating and i 
receiving the lafant into Chriſt's Charch, and 
to pray to him, that the reſidue of its life ma 
be agreeable to ſuch an hopeful beginning. 

The Prayer is uſher'd in by the Lord 
Prayer, and begins with a thankful acknow-ſ 
legment of his favourable admitting the Child 
into the Congregation of his Adopted Sons 
and Daughters, and to the Privileges of his 
choſen, and directs us to petition our Good 
God for the Child, that he may be able to ar: 
ſwer theſe Mercies by an holy and religious 
Life, and be at laſt partaker of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality in his Celeſtial Kingdom. The Rv 
brick concludes the Office of Baptiſm with? 

Charge 


K — 98. 42 


as charge to Godfathers, to have an eye to the 


ce, 
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laſtruction of the Child, and to cauſe him to 


mind his ſolemn Vow, Promiſe and Profeſſion 


he hath made by them in Baptiſm; to call up- 


Jon him to hear Sermons; and to provide, 


that he may learn the Creed, the Lord's Pray- 


er and the Ten Commandments in the 


vulgar Tongue, and all other things which 
2 Chriftian ought to know and believe to his 


Soul's health; that he may live a Godly Life 
*K anſwerable. to his holy Profeſſion. And they 
are alſo charg'd, that the Child may be brought 


to be Confirmed by the Biſhop, &c. 
Now let any unprejudiced Perſon ſeriouſly 


examine our Rubrick in the Adminiſtration of 


Baptiſm, and the reaſonableneſs of our pro- 
ceeding, and he will find ſo much Piety, Wit- 
dom; and Juſtice appearing there, as may o- 


| blige him to an Approbation, and acknowledge 


it to be conformable to the Holy Scriptures. 


11 
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The Judgment and Practice of the 


Primitive Church in Relation 
to Infant Baptiſm. 


UT we are next to inquire, what was the 
Opinion and Practice of the Ages imme- 
diately after that of the Holy Apoſtles, who 
had been Inſtructed by Cariſt himſelf, con- 


If 


cerning Infant Baptiſm. 
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If we examine Antiquity, we ſhall find 
it ſpeaking in our favour againſt our Adver- 
ſaries, and diſcovering the Ignorance of thoſe 
who have affirm'd, That in the Ages next 
after the Apoſtles, the Baptiſm of Children 
was not in uſe in the Church of God. We 
are beholding to Caſſander, Voſſius, Mr. Cal- 
in, Mr, Baxter, Dector Hammond, and o- 
ther learned Men, Who have made Collections 
of dwers Paſſages out of the primitive Fathers 
to prove that it was the conſtant practice ot 
all the Churches of Gad of thoſe times, to Bap- 
tize young Infants, born of Chriſtian Parents, 


any table of theſe Teltimonics. 
Tuſtin Marr, who lived in the next And 
to the Apoſtles, in his Apology fer Chriſti- 
ans hath theſe words. Several Perſons among 
us of Sixty or Seventy years old of both Sexes, who 
were Diſcipled to Chriſt in their Childhood, con- 
tinue uncofrupted. It ſeems the Church then 
admitted Infants to be Diſciples of Chriſt by 
Baptiſm. 
-Treneus Biſhop of Lyons, having converſed 
in his youthful days with Apoſtolick Men in 
Aſia, in his Second Book againſt Hereſies 
Chap. 39. Speaks thus of Chriſt; He came 
ro ſave all Perſons by himſelf, all 1- mean, whe 
ly bim are regenerated unto God, Infants, and lit- 
tle Ones, and Children, and youths, and Elder Per- 
ſons. Now we muſt obſerve that in the Lan- 
guage of the Primitive men, to be Regenera- 
ted, ſignifies to be Baptized, 
Origen, who Leg in a Church founded by 
t 


I ſha!l here mention the plaineſt and moſt in- 


t of the Anabaptiſts. + 
St. Peter in Egypt, about 84 years after the Apo- 
ſtle St. John Detlares, that Infants are Baptized 


for the forgiveneſs of Sins. Of what Sins? Cc. It 


is for this reaſon becanſe by theSacrament of Baptiſm 
the Pollution of our Birth is taken away,that Infants 
are Baptifed, Homil. 14. on Luke. And upon the 
6th Ch. f the Epiſtle to the Romans, Lib. 5. fays 
he, The Church have from the Apoſiles a Tradition 


or Order to giue Bayiiſm to Infants. He was Bap- 


tized in bis Infancy ; his Father Leonides was 
a Martyr; his Grandfather and Great-Grand- 
father were Chriſtians, and he 17 Years Old, 
when his Father ſuffer*d the 10 Years of Seve- 
rus the Emperour. | | 
PFlatina in the Lives of the Popes informs us, 
that Hg inus in the days of Polycarpus, the Suc- 
ceſſor and Diſciple of St. John at Epheſus, who. 
had been at Nome, ordered that none ſhould be 
admitted to Baptiſm without a Patrimims and a 
Patrima. So, ſays he, they are named, who preſent 
the Infants at Baptij na. This is a plain Teſtimony; 
that Children were Haptixed in thoſe primitive 
Times, if we may believe him. And St. Cyprian 
Biſhop of Carthage, about 150 Years after the 
Death of St. Johr, in an anſwer to a Qneſtion 
propofed by £:4z5 a Country Biſhop, Mucther 


C.laren veſore eight days after their Birth might be 


Baptized, ſends him the Reſolution of 66 Bi- 


ſhops, then met together in Council. That Bap- 
7½ was at to be denied to Injants, nor defer d 
till the gh Day. For the Grace and Mercy of God, 
ts to be ated to 1:9 Perſon, that is born. Which 
Rule, as it hold, for ail, jo we think it more eſpeci- 
ally to be ob ere in Reference to Infants, and Per- 
ſons newly born ; to Wiions our help and the Divine 
Mer Oy > 
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Mercy is rather to be granted, becauſe by their 
weeping and wailing at their firſt Entrance into the 
World, they do intimate nothing ſo much, as that 
they implore Compaſſion, St. Hicrom Ep. 28. re- 
peats and approves of this Paſſage of Cyprian. 

And heſaith, No Perſou is pt off from Baptiſm and 
#ts Grace. How much leſs reaſon is there to refuſe an In- 


ant, who being newly born, has no ſin ſave that being 


deſcended from Adam according to the fleſh, he has from 
his very Birth contraRed the Contagion of the Death an- 
ciently threatned. N ho can for this reaſon more eaſily 
receive forgiveneſs of ſins, becauſe they are not his own, 
but others fins, that are forgiven him: © 

This is ſuch an wden:able Teſtimony for Infant 
Baptiſm , that Hicrom Speaks of it in theſe 
Words, Cyprian, not making any new Decree, but 
expreſſiag the firm Faith of the Church, in refuſing 
thoſe, who thought a Child muſt not be Bapti. 
zed before the 8th Day, ſaid not that no Fleſh, 
but that no Soul muſt be loſt : And in divers of 
his Mritiags he cites ſeveral Paragraphs out of 
St. Cyprian to prove Original Sin and Infant Bap- 
ti ſmi, which was not then newly decreed by thoſe 
Biſhops, but declared as the ſage of the Church 
fince the Apoſtles. And it is to be ſuppoſed that 
fome of them were 50 or 60 Years of Age, 


and therefore could not be ignorant of the 


Practice of thoſe inſpired Men, who lived not 
above 100 Years before them. Their Teſti- 
mony we ſhall Examine more at large in my 
SECOND ANTIDOTE. 
Optatus ATilevitarus a Biſhop of Africa, about 
Two Hundred and Sixty Years after the A- 


poſtles in his fifth Book of the Schiſm of the 


Douatiſts, comparing Chriſt to a Garment, 
has theſe words. As many of you as have 
been 
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deen Baptized in the Name of Chriſt have 
put on Chriſt. O what a Garment is this, that 
is always One and never renewed, tbat decently 
fits all Ages and all Shapes! It is neither too 
big for Infants, nor too little for Men, and wii hut 
any alteration fits Women, Gregory Nazi ang en 
in his Oration to encourage Baptiſm, perſuades 
all Perſons to come to that Ordinance. After 
many Arguments he has theſe words. Some may 
ſay, ſupprſe this to hold in the caſe of thoſe, that 
can eſo Baptiſm, What ſay you to thoſe, that are 
as yet Infants, and are not in a Capacity to be ſen- 
ſible, either of the ftate, or the miſs of it ? Shall 
we Baptize them too? Tes, by all means, if an) 
danger make it requiſite, For it is better that 
they be Sandt ified without their own ſenſe of it, than 


„ Whey ſhould die Unſealed and Uninitiated. And a-- 


Ground of this to us is Circumciſion, which was given © 


Jen the Eighth Day, and was a Typical Seal, and was 


Practiced on thoſe, who had no uſe of Reaſen, | 
It appears that this Good Man was for Infant 


Baptiſm, whatever ſome may pretend to the 


contrary. St. Ambroſe, who lived about Three 
Hundred Years after the Apoſtles, hath theſe 
Paſſages for Infant Baptiſm. In his Comment 
on the Firſt Chap. of St. Luke Lib. 1, Jordan 
ignified the Sacrament of the Laver of Salvation 
which was afterward to be inſtituted By which 
thoſe Infants, that are Baptized, are re formed 
back again to the primitive State of Nature, 


And Speaking of Abraham and his Circum- | 


ciſion, Sam, 2. Chap. 11. He Saith; Both the 
home=born, and the Foreigner muſt be circumciſed. 
for the forgiveneſs of ſins, ſo as. not to practiſe 

* | | | ſin 
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ſin any more, For no Perſon comes to the Ningdom ind 


* 
i 


of Heaven, but by the Sacrament of Baptiſm. Nav. 
And he declares that Chriſt excepts no per- N fr 
ſon from Baptiſm, not an Infant, not one Hint 
that is hindred by any nnavoidable accident. ICh 

St. Chryſoſtom tells us; That Circumciſionſin 
was to be given on the Eighth Day. Butſſfthc 
Baptiſm hath 0 Deter minate Time, but it is Lau- 11 
ful, that one in Infancy or one in Middle Age, Ba 


or one in Old Age, do receive it. That there ice 


LA 
— 


alſo, that there may be ſuperadded to them A. 
Adoption, Inheritance, a Brotherhood with Chriſt . 


of both. 


no having the bequeathed Inherit ance before one iH. 


Baptized, and none can be called a Son till he is 
Baptized. That for this cauſe we Baptize Infant 


and to he made Members of him. And in divert 


of his Writings he ſpeaks of Baptiſm of In- er. 


fants as the conſtant Cuſtom of the Churchſſhe 
of God. St. Hierom in his Epiſtle ad Letamſhiy/ 
declares it to be a hainous ſin in Parents, to Hu. 
neglect the Baptizing of their Infants. - Foul 


St. Auſtin upon Chriſt's Sermon in theſſhey 
Mount ſpeaks: of the Corinthian Children: 
born of Chriſtian Parents; that they were 
holy, that is, they were Baptized, ſome by the Au- ud 


t-ority o, one 0; their Parents, ſome by the conſent pay 


In his Book of Baptiſm againſt the Donatiſts, rut 


"Us he faith, The whete Bos) of the Chu ch holds as deli- ü 


vir'd to them in the Caſe of I:ttle Infants Baptiz- 
to Righteouſneſs, or con 


are Bajtized to no purpoſe, And we may beſides 


ed, mo certainly cannot yet believe with the heart 
27 with the mouth to Sal- 
vation, &c. And yet no Chriſtian will ſay, the) 


Jud ge 


Rn CSR Acad —ä 3 — — ki 
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ſulge, how much the Sacrament of Baptiſm does 
Jail Infants by the Cirtumiciſion which God's 
Mformer People received. He there declares that 
Minfant Baptiſm was ever received in the 
church, not from any Councils, but was ever 
uin uſe, and believed to be deliver'd by the Au- 
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uthority of Chriſt and the Apoſtles. And elſe- i. 
where: The cuſtom of our Mother the Church in i 
e MBaptizing Infants muſt not be diſregarded, nor be | 


accounted needleſs, nor believed to be other than 4 
i radirion or Order of the Apoſtles. 


14 


rl And Speaking againſt the Pelagians, he ſaith; 
at Chriſtian Man can endure to hear it ſaid ; 


iat any Perſon may come to Eternal Salvation, 
hat is not regenerated in Chriſt, which he has or- 
n. Fered to be done by Baptiſm? And in ano- 
chther place; Now ſince they Grant that Infants 
muſt be Baptized, as not being able to oppoſe the 
tot hority of the whole Catholick Church, which was 
oubtleſs deliver'd by our Lord, and his Apoſtles, 
heſYþey mult conſequently grant, that they ſtand in need 
en the benefit of the Mediator © That being offered by 
rele Sacrament, and by the Charity of the faithful, 
{uſd ſo being incorporated into Chriſt*s Body, they 
ent ay be reconciled to God, &c. Again he faith ; 
What is a Child Baptized for? But if, as the 
its, ruth is, he be therefore Baptized, that he may 
eli· with Chriſt, then it is ſure, that before he is 
12-Waptized, he is not with Chriſt, He ſpeaks elſe- 
eartFhere, Inſants proceeding from moſt holy and 
Sal- Parents, are not pardon d the Guilt of Ori- 
heal fin unleſs they be Baptized in Chriſt. And 
74cÞ further declares, That he never read of any 
a gt Chriſtians, 
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| Efpiſt. 2. faith; That Infants are not to be put pre 


62 . The Dangerous Errors 
Chriſtians, who owned the Scriptures, that 

ever denied Baptiſm to Infants. : | 
Siritius, a Biſhop of Rome, in his Decretali 


- off till Eaſter, but are to be relieved by Baptiſm 
with all ſpeed poſſible, leſt it be to the perdition of 
our own Souls, if we deny the Water of Salvation a 
to any one, that ſtands in need, and they depart- Pu. 
74, this Life, do loſe their Kingdom and their 
LTi fe. 
And Pelagius Writing to Pope Innocent, 
ſaith; That Men do ſlander him, as if he denied 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm to Inf ants, and did promiſe 
the Kingdom of Heaven to any without the Re. Nyes 
demption of Chrift, &c. And afterwards heli 
ſpeaks thus; Who can be ſo impious as to hinder 
Infants from being Baptized, and born again in 
Chriſt, and ſo make them mil of the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? In another place he declares ; We own 
that Infants ought, according to the Rule of the Uni. 
verſal Church, and according to the Sentence of tha 
| Goſpel, to be Baptized for the forgiveneſs of ſms; 
becauſe our Lord has determined, that the King- 
dom of Heaven cannot be confer'd upon any, but wi. 
Baptized Perſons, &c. 
And Celeſtius, tho a Pelagian, freely ac- 
| knowledges 3 As for Infants, 1 always ſaid they 
ftand in need of Baptiſm, and that they are to bi 
Baptized. . 


The Baptiſm of Infants was ſo Univerſal aan) 
practice, that no Sect, or Hereſy of thoſeſ wa 
days in the Catalogues of Ireneus, Epiphanius, St. Te 
Auſtin, and Thodoret, ever denied Baptiſm toſfffel! 
Infants. ; 1 che 
| EO : 0 


"WM 5 


To theſe former Teſtimonies for Infant Bap- 
iſm univerſally received, practiſed, and ap- 
hroved of in the Primitive Churches of 
hriſt, I muſt add a few more to convince 
zur Adverſaries, if it be poſſible, that it 
4s never queſtioned in thoſe early and 


ho own'd the Word of God as the Rule of 
Whcir Faith and Religious Worſhip, 


ear three hundred, made this Canon ; That 
if any Profeſſor of the Catholick Faith did 
offer to fall away, to any Heretical Sea, and 
afterwards returna'd to the Church, That he 
he acknowledg'd his Crime, till after Ten 


way in their Infancy, as it is ſuppoſed by 


which Order two Remarks make for our 


c-Ypurpoſe : That Children in their Infancy were 


0 then enter'd into the Catholick Church by 
be Baptiſm without any diſpute, and without 


which they could not be ſaid to fall away to 
| aany Sect or Hereſy ; And that this defe&ion 


ſeElwas judg'd to be fo Hainous a Sin, that only 


St Ten Years Penance, after a Publick Con- 4 


tof feſſion of the Error could prevail and obtain 
che admittance of the Adult. But in regard 


* 


* — 
1 
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urer Days of Chriſtanity, and that none 
yer quarrel'd at this Inſtitution of Chriſt, 


The Council of Eliberis in Spain, about the 


ſhould not be admitted to Communion, tho? 
Years Penance. - But if any were carried a- 
their Parents, without their Choice; That 


then they ſhould be immediately received 
without any ſuch delay or Penalty. By - 
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his Church to forſake its Communion and joy 


hundred and ninety ſeven years after Chriſ 


1 
in the fifty ſeventh Canon ſpeaks plainly 0 


into the. Communion of the Catholicks. Ik 


this it appears that Baptiſm of Infants was it 


' atteſt it, and when they becauſe of their Age ca 


The Dangerous Errors 
Children were oblig'd to unite with that Sed! 
being ford thereunto by their Parents or Su” 
periors, their Sin was not eſteemed ſo hai?“ 

nous, therefore were ordered to be receive 
at their firſt Requeſt without any Penance o 

delay. The Judgment of this Council may in 
form our Adverſaries, who are ſo fond 9 Iec 
Diviſion and Seperation, that it was then, anne 
is now, an high Offence againſt God an 


with Heretical SeQtarics, in regard ſo long i 
Penance was laid upon them before they could 
be admitted again. 1 

The Council of Carthage, held about thre 


thoſe who were Baptized in their Infancy 2 
mongſt the Donatiſts, and queſtions whether 
\ ſuch were to be admitted to the Offices 0 
the Church when they deſired to be received 


was reſolved that they ſhould be admitted, be: 
cauſe the Baptiſm was the ſame in that Erro- 
neous Sect as amongſt the true Profeſſors. By 


uſe amongſt the Donatiſts and Catholicks at 
that time. e, 1 
Another Council of Carthage, held about 
Anno Domini four hundred, hath theſe words 
in ſixth Canon. Tis reſolved concerning Inf ante, 
whoſe Baptiſm there is no peſitive witneſſes that can 


give no Account of that Sacrament having been ad-. 


miniſtred to them, that they without doubt ougit 


70 


a be Baptized, left that 


Mu 


rament. 
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prehenſion | ſpould cauſe 
e cleanſing of that Sad 


em to be deprived of 


And Leo Biſhop of Rome in a Letter direct- 
d to Neon, B. of Ravenna, ſome time after, 
peaking of ſuch Perſons, who had been car- 
led away into Captivity ſo young, that they 


new nothing of their being Baptized. At 


heir-return back when they deſired the re- 
edy of Baptiſm, he ordered them to be Bap- 
zed; for fear their Souls ſhould be brought into 
langer by reaſon of their uncertain and dubious 
tate. And he tells us; That *twas reſolved. 
n a Synodical Aſſembly ; That we ought above 
things to beware, while we ſhew a ſort of Cau- 
ion, we do not fall into a failure of regenerating 
ir Souls, e r . 
Therefore when as neither he that deſires the re- 
eneration dots remember that he was ever Bap- 
ized, nor any one elſe can teſtify his Conſecration, 
here 4s no reaſon to think that there is ary Sim in 
omg this, when neither he, who is Conſecrated, 
jor he who Conſecrates him does any thing a- 
ainſt bis knowledge. I am ſenſible that *tis an in- 
xcuſable fault, when any according to the uſage of 
be Heret.cks, condemned by the Fathers, is for- 
ea to reiterate his Baptiſm, which is once for all 
ven to thoſe that are to be Regenerated. The A- 
ſrolick Doctrine is againſt ſuch a Practice. For 
teaches us; That there is but one Godhead in 
e Trinity, one Confeſſion in the Faith, and one 
arament of Baptiſm. ' But there is nothing like 
"ut to be feared in this Caſe &c. Here our 
Wverſaries may take notice how N 
| tneir 
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inFhem St. Auſtin diſputes at large, and tells 
ivlhem ; That they thought they needed not to be 
opt ixed, and that they impoſed upon them in words, 
Bt in their heart bo id the Impiety of Fews 
md Heathens. 

could alledge many other Evidences from 
ormer Ages for Infant Baptiſm 5 That no 
et nor Party of Chriſtians, who received the 
oly Scriptures, ever denied Baptiſm to their 

Woung Infants. 

Some indeed, who deſerve the Name of 
mpious and Heathen Infidels, rather than 
hriſtians, uſed to Blaſpheme the Name of 
hriſt, as the Valentini ans, Manichees, Meſſa- 

pt, Marrionites, &c. who denied the Au- 
naFhority of Scriptures, theſe either chang'd 
Wie Ordinance of Baptiſm, or altogether re- 
DiFetted it. The Yalentinian Sect was a Medley 
mt Idolatry, Magick, and abominable Rites, 
et up by the Devil on purpoſe to Diſgrace 
Sur Holy Profeſſion in the Eyes of the Heath- 
n World. They mock'd at Chriſt, con- 
lemn'd the Holy Scriptures as Falſe, and ei- 
her Practiſed ſeveral kinds of Baptiſms, 
Wome mixed with Oyl or Balſams, or they re- 
ected the Baptiſm of Water as acedleſs. Of 
Wii's Opinion was one Quintilla, a Woman 
'reacher, who exclaim'd againſt all Water 
Waptiſm, affirming; That Faith alone was 
uthcient for Salvation. The Manichees were 
pf Opinion; That the Baptiſm of Water 
vas not Beneficial to any. Therefore they 
Baptized not ſuch as were proſelyted to their 
Peet, but uſed ſuch a ſcandalous and prophane 
2» Initiation 
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Initiation, that Modeſty forbids to nam 
' TheMeſſalians, another ſort of Hereticks,we 
a frantick and diſtracted Sect, otherwiſe call 
Euchits, They ſpent their time in praye 
neglecting their Imployments. Theodoret tel 
us of them: That they affirm'd, That no bt 
nefit carne to the Baptized by Baptiſm, bt 
that fervent Prayer only expels the Dev 
and advantages the Sou. 

They had many extravagant Fancies, Op 
nions and Cuſtoms, not proper to be nam'F 
Theſe are the Sects that were againſt all king 
of Baptiſm with Water. and yet theſe. are the 
whom Mr. Danvers a noted Anabaptiſt, men 
tions to ſhew the Antiquity of the denyalt 
Infant-Baptiſm. Mr. Baxter, in whoſe tin 
he writ, has fully anſwer'd him, -diſcover'd 
the World his Miſtakes, Errors, falſe Quota 
tions, and Lies, that he was guilty of in hi 
Book. Yet upon hisCredit and Authority mi 
ny of the Anabaptiſts have ſince preſum di 
Write the greateſt falſities in Relation to I 
fant Baptiſm, affirming, that Antiquity is n 

on our fide. But let any judge by what vi 

have quoted out of the Antient Recor6 
which of us can lay the greateſt claim to Ai 
tiquity. If they, or any of our Church, or ail 
other Men reputed for Learning have bet! 
Miſtaken and Drawn into an Error in thi 
Caſe by truſting too much upon the allegal 
tions of others, who have been before the 
deceived, or who have defigned to impoſe u, 
on the ignorant world, it is no prejudice i. 
our Cauſe, but a betraying of their ow © 
ow - weakael 
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eakneſs; in that they cannot maintain their 
rror, but by Learning the Devil's Art to ſup- 
ort all Hereſies and falſe Doctrines. But as 
r People cannot eaſily be Judges of the 
ritings and Records of Antiquity, becauſe 
ey are left to us in unknown Tongues to 
em, they muſt truſt to the honeſty of their 
nprejudiced Teachers, and they ought to be 
patented with the Holy Scriptures, that 
eak plainly and expreſly on our ſide, as well 
the Body of the proteſtant Churches, as we 
all ſee in our next Diviſion. However, 
Wet my Chriſtian Reader examine theſe Quo- 
ations that I have here mentioned, and I 
allenge any of our Adverſaries to ſhew the 
dntrary, whatever they may falſly whiſper 
mong the Vulgar Sort, to Continue them in 
heir Hereſy. 


W> 
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F the Future State | of the Unbapti- 
xed Infants, according to the Judg- 


IY ment of the Fathers. 

40] 

jc k LL the Ancients ground the Neceſſity of 
er Baptiſm upon the Saying of Chriſt to 
* Mcodlemus, John 3. 5. Verily, V. erily, 1 ſay 
oof fo thee, except 4 Perſon be Born of Water and 
: | Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
oed. By being Born of Water they under- 


ſtand 


the Fathers agree, and ſpeak in the Languap 
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ſtand Baptiſm, and by a Perſon, Infants j 
well as Men and Women, and by the King" 
dom of God, the Future State of Etern 
Happineſs. Whoever gives another Inte 
pretation to this plain and expreſs Text 
Scripture, doubtleſs, varies from the try 
Meaning of our Saviour, as we have proy 
elſewhere. | „„ 
Now tho” the Word of Chriſt excludes 1 
— Un-baptized Children from Salvation, if n 
take them in the ſtrifteſt Senſe, as the Papil 
do ; no Orthodox Divines, Ancient or M 
dern, who are acquainted with the Myſterifff 
of our Redemption, or the Infinite Mercy 
God, that is above all his Works, can u 
derſtand them in that manner. For thi 
may be divers Caſes, wherein the Baptiſm( 
Water may be ſupplied by other things, as 
Martyrdom, &c. And when *tis prevented 
the Providence of God by a ſudden Deatii 
before Baptiſm can be procured, without ai 
Neglect or Contempt of the Parties or! 
rents. But all the Fathers, without exceptio 
Condemn ſuch as Deſpiſe or Scorn the Ordi 
nance of Baptiſm, and apply the Rule 
Chriſt to them, Tertullian not excepted. H 
Names that an Evil Doctrine, that affirms 
That Baptiſm is not nec ſſary to thoſe that bas 
Faith. So St. Ambroſe, and Gregory Naziat 
zen, and St. Auſ/tn declare the Judgmen 
of all Antiquity, That they Periſh Eternal 
who deſpiſe Baptiſm, or negle& it, To this il 


of St. Chr ſoſtome, in his Twenty Fourth 8e 
—.— 8 
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non John. If ſudden Death ſeize us, which 
od prohibit, before we are Bapthæed; tho" we have 
thou an good Qualities, there is nothing to be 
Mi-peffed but Hell. Yet others were of Opini- 
Ja; That as In the Caſe of the Thief upon 
he Croſs, who had Faith, but no Baptiſm , 
ach who truly believe in Chriſt and are ſur- 
riſed by Death before Baptiſm could be Ad- 
niniſtred, that their Will was accepted for 
heir Deed and Obedience to God's Command, 
nd that there was hopes of them. 
vl But they allow not the ſame Favour to In- 
ats, who Dye unbaptized, becauſe they 
have neither actual Faith nor Baptiſm. There- 
ore they cannot but be foun'd Guilty of, and 
ondemn'd for Original Sin: Infants, ſay they, 
wee by reaſon of their Age, they cannot have 
Faith, nor the Converſion of the Heart to God, 
onſequently can have no Salvation, if they Dye 
Without Baptiſm. | | | | 
Now I cannot but except againſt theſe Opi- 
ions of the Fathers; Firſt in Relation to the 
Thief upon the Croſs. Circumciſion was 
hen in force, not the Baptiſm of Chriſt, that 
vas not abſolutely required in any, till after 
Wis Generab-Commiſſion, and after his Reſur- 
rection. Next, they wrong the Infinite Mercy 
f God, to be ſo poſitive to limit it only to 
aptized Infants, and to Condema all unbap- 
tized to a middle State, or to a leſſer Con- 
dlemnation than others. I confeſs when Pa- 
rents Scorn, Contemn, or Deſpiſe Chrilt's 
Ordinance, and refuſe to bring their Chil- 
ren to Baptiſm, 1 douht wery much of the 
Salvation 


\ 


baptized Infants to Hell and Eternal Damm 
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Salvation of ſuch Children, Dying in a Poll 
ted State of Nature, without the Ceanſ 

appointed by God's Wiſdom in I hurch 
whether that Child ſhall ever be admitted t 
behold the Face of an Holy God, or come i 
to his Preſence, who thus Dyes infected wu 
Original Corruption and Guilt, is uncer tau 
And tho? tis not their Fault but their Paren 
Crime, who knows but that as the Paren 
Faith, benefits the Child, their unbelief, coy 
tempt of God, and of his Command, maſh 
- prejudice the Infants in this Caſe : This is 
Point wherein the Ancients have expreſſed 
great dealof Severity and Raſhneſs, and an 
too poſitive for the Condemnation of all wil 


tion. And the Schoolmen generally tread ij 
their Footſteps. But to not trouble my Real 


er with any more of their Cruel Opinions io 


te Ordinary Rules and Means appointed f 


this Caſe; tis certain that in that Text i 
the Third of St. John, and Ver. 5. and elf 
where, Chriſt binds us to the Obſervance d 


. the obtaining of his Bleſſings, and to then 
only his Promiſes are Annexed. But Godſer 
Infinite Mercy cannot be limited, neithi 
does he any where in this Caſe confine it Hare 
any particular Rule or Action of ours in vit 
traordinary and unexpected Contingenciolig., 
Therefore I cannot but approve of Mr. Widy,; 
lis Judgment, in his Treatiſe of Baptiſnſſ;y. 
God, if he will, may Dama ſuch an Infant, aud Wfga1 
him no Wrong; and if he will, be can Samſlaſſu 
him. I dare not define either part; . the 
| f | ; 
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ind Man am ſilent, humbly confeſſing my Igno- 
nance. Becauſe tis not clear „ 5 Mae gd an 
ant ſpall be Saved or Damned. But I know 
at whatever God does in it, will be Juſt and 4 
ort of Mercy, to be la gin of all the Faithful. 
Mut this firſt Reformer of our Nation was not 
Woainſt Infant Baptiſm, as ſome Anabaptiſts 
ave falſely Accuſed him. Neither were the 
Wards, nor Bohemians, nor Waldenſes, and 
heir Churches Guilty of this Error, with 
rhich their Enemies the Papiſts charg'd 
hem. 1 3 | 
But there is no doubt of the Salvation of 
och Infants as Dye after Baptiſm, before any 
Waual Guilt or Sin. All the Churches of 
WChrift unanimouſly agree, that ſach are ad- 
Waitted into Covenant with God, made par- 
Wakers of the Blood of Chriſt, and ſhall un- 
Woubtedly enter into the Joys of Heaven. 
ind as St. Auſtin ſpeaks. He that believes 
not this, is an Infidel. ; 1 
But for our Adverſaries to fancy; that 
heir Children dying without Baptiſm which 
Wight be adminiſtred unto them if their Pa- 
Fents did not deſpiſe Chriſt, his Wiſdom, and 
nſtiſtution, or to think, that all Children 
Ware as capable of Salvation without Baptiſm as 
With it, and that the Children of Heathens 
hall be Saved is a great Preſumption, and a 
wicked Hereſy and error, not agreeable with 
"Fthe Word of God nor the ordinary way of 
Palvation, out of which we have no fafety or 
allurance for our ſelves or Children. Nei- 
as i ther can we promiſe to them apy favour more 
Wu | E or 
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74 The Dangerous Errors 
or otherwiſe. than is expreſſed i a the Hoh 
Scriptures. 
But all our Anabaptiſts by this denn of Inf 
fantBaptiſm, appear to have received the Pell ba 
gian Hereſy. For. did they believe that their 
Children were born inOriginal fin,they wont 
ſeek ſome. expedient to free them om it, 
They can contrive no other, but what Gd 
has ordain'd, Which Is Baptiſm for the rt · Fol 
miſſion '- &- 
Now let any man judge, what was th 
| practice and belief of the bee Churches 
of Chriſt next to the Apoſtles, concerning ti 
Baptiſm of young Children om theſe Seren. 
ral Quotations. They look'd upon this Os 
dinance as abſolutely neceſſary, uſeful 1 
Babes, not to be denied to them, tending u 
their cleanſing from original Sin, and an Inſti 
tution, as ancient as the Chriſtian Church 
With what Confidence. can Men of Learning 
or who pretend to the underſtanding of th 
firſt Ages, offer to ſay ; That Baptiſm ii 
the two firſt Centuries, was granted only 0 
the Adult, ſince the whole Body of the C- 
tholick Writers ſpeak the contrary? 
I confefs at the firſt preaching of the Goſ- 
pel amongſt the Pagans, Men newly coir 
verted, were firſt laſtruQed before Baptiſm 
and the Records ſpeak for the moſt part off 
them, and make but little mention of Chil- 
dren. But tis moſt certain when any Pa 
rent was perſwaded to be a Believer in Chriſt, 
if he had any young Babes, they were at that 
Iiſtant to be Baptized, with him at his re- 
Abet. in 


Jin ſeyeral Paſſages of the Fathers Writings 
Whey may require Faith and Repentance before 
Haptiſm; but 'tis to be underſtood from Per- 
ons of ripe years, not from Infants, who 
ere always Baptized upon the Profeſſion of 
tHaith, and obedience made by their Sureties. 
and this has always paſt for ſufficient,to obtain, 
or Infants the Privilege of Baptiſm, and an ad- 
miſſion to this Seal of the Covenant of Grace. 
If any of the ancient Chriſtians were not 
gaptized till Years of diſcretion, 'tis either 
decauſe when they were born their Parents 
were Heathens, or tho they might favour 
hriſtianity and believe that Religion to be 
rue, yet having ſome ſcruples and doubts in 
heir minds, they delayed their own Baptiſin 
pon that Account. Now 'twas not proba- 
lie, that they would ſuffer their Children to 
e Baptized before they thought convenient to 
e Baptized themſelves. An Example we have 
in in Conſtantine the firſt Chriſtiana Emperour,who 
Was in his Old Age Baptized at Nicomedia. But 
is Father was a Pagan, tho his Mother was 
Chriſtian, and therefore it could not be ex- 
xected, that he ſhould be Baptized in his In- 
ncy. Likewiſe his Son Conſtantius was Bap- 
iſm ed at years of diſcretion, for this reaſon, 
- of decauſe his Father had not yet received Bap- 
nil- Mm while he was an Inant. 
Pa-f Next Valentinian and Valens, two Brothers, 
iſt, re faid to be Baptized, when they came to 
hat e Men. Tis to be noted they were born in 
re- Innonia, a Heathen Country, and perhaps 
Iz f Heathen Parents, and for that reaſon 
F their 
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their Baptiſm in Infancy was neglected. We 
may 1 peak the ſame of Theodoſius the firſt, of 


It is likewiſe certain that the firſt Britans who 
Probably received the Faith from St. Paul, or 
from ſome of his Diſciples; had the Baptiſm of 
Mfants amongſt them when Auſtin the Monk 
| came over to them from the Pope of Rome to 


mm" go 


ans. 


who oppoſed the Church of Rome about the 
year 1176, were for the Baptiſm of Infants, 


and malice, or from Idle Reports. 


Gregory Natianzen, of Nectarius, of John Chry- 
ſoſtom, of St. Ambroſe, and of others. 


ſubject them to that Church and See; as we 
may read in V enerable Bede, and other Hiſtori- 


TN 2 my PO My mp hm. op wr OY 


The Waldeyſes, likewiſe, and the Alhigenſe 


as may appear by their Confeſſion of Faith, 
quoted by Biſh. Uſher out of Roger Hoveden, 
Credimus etiam quod non ſalvatur quis, niſi qui 
Baptizatur, & Parvulos ſalvari per Baptiſmum, 
We believe alſo no perſon to be ſaved but who art 
Baptized, and that Infants are ſaved by Baptiſm. 
Tho they may be accuſed by their Enemies of 
holding contrary Doctrines, they are not to 
be credited, when they ſpeak out of hatred} 


mp, a — mp — ft SJ > was poo of — +> 


Now tis obſervable, they and many of the 
ancient Fathers take our Saviour's words as 
they are ſpoken, without any modification or 
exception, That except a Perſon be Baptized with 
Water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the King- 
domof God. Our Holy Jeſus, there ſpeaking 
to Nicedemus, a Phariſee, who deſpiſed the 
Ordinance of God brought in by the Baptiſt, 
declares a neceflity of complying with the * 

> | 0 
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ofGod in this caſe, and the danger of contema- 


ing or diſobeying it. But tho God binds us 
to a Rule, and we are guilty of Damnation to 
ſlight it, he is not bound to it, but may extend 
his mercy beyond, and out of the ordinary 
method preſcribed to us. All the Quotati- 
ons mentioned for Infant Baptiſm are not to 
be underſtood, as if we approved their ſeve- 

rity in this caſe, but only to ſhew, what o- 


Pinion they had of the neceſſity of Infant Bap- 


tiſm in order to Salvation, and the pardon of 
Sin. 5 „ 
Agreeable to this Doctrin is that Clauſe of 


<0 


the Nicene Creed; I acknowledge one Baptiſm 


for the remiſſion of Sins. As God hath appoint- 
ed no other outward means in his Church, 
but this for that purpoſe at our firſt entrance 
into it. If our Children are infected from 


the womb, and guilty of Original fin before 


God, as the holy Scripture plainly declares, 


we ought without doubt to admit them to that 


Laver of Regeneration, that they as well as 
the Adult may obtain forgiveneſs, and be re- 


' ſtored to the Divine Favour in Chriſt : With- 


out which we cannot expect Salvation, either 


for them or our ſelves. 


But what need we multiply Teſtimonies . 


for Infant Baptiſm from the Writings of the 
Fathers, ſince the Word of God is ſo expreſs 


and plain for that purpoſe, as we have al- 
ready obſerved ! Yet in regard ſome late Ana- 
baptiſts have challenged Antiquity on their 
ſide, and the firſt Ages as their Friends, it was 


needful to examin theſe old Records to diſco- 
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| By in this Caſe, and ſhew how little eſteem wt 


-_  ceflors, muſt undoubtedly be the beſt Judges 0 


The Dangerous Errors 
ver their Error, theirlmpudence and Ignorant 


are to have of their Boaſting and Pretenſions, 
Now theſe men of the primitive Time; 
who had been inſtructed in their Religion by 
the bleſſed Apoſtles, and their immediate Suc- be 


Orthodox Faith and Practice, when they are Ch 
not influenced by Prejudice and Partiality 
But in caſes where they all unanimouſly 3. n 
gree, as in this Controverſie, it would be: , 
folly and madneſs to ſuſpe& them in a matter}®* 
of Fact, which they muſt all know and very = 
well nnderftand. *Tis likewiſe to be obſerved, 
that they all Interpret the Texts of Scrip- 
ture, that we have quoted for infant Bapti 
as we do. Is it probable that our late Dip- 
pers or Baptiſts, as they name themſelves; 
a Sect but of Yeſterday, unknown to St. Au. 
Fin, and the primitive Church, as he declares in 
ſpeaking of the conſtant uſage of the Church 
in Baptizing Children, and that no Chriſti c 
an man did ever forbid it; a SeR for the p 
moſt part of ignorant Perſons and Mecha- 
nicks, affecting a Form of Godlineſs, but de- f. 
nying the Power thereof, ſhould be better ac- © 
quainted with the mind of Chriſt and the A- 
poſtolick practices, than thoſe Holy and good ff © 
Men, who were famous for Piety and Learn- c 
ing, and were tutored by the Apoſtles and 

Their immediate Subſtitutes ? Is it probable ; 
that theſe men at ſuch a diſtance, infected . 

c 

4 


with ill Principles in Religion, fhould be bet- 
ter able to judge, what was the Cuſtom * 
8 tlie 
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| de firſt Ages, than thoſe excellent Servants 


f God, Who lived in them, and were the 

greateſt Lights of thofe Days? Many of them 

were Martyrs for their Religion, and cannot 
be ſuſpected by any reaſonable perſons, to 

have all had a defign to impoſe upon the 
Chriſtian World and future Ages in a matter 

of Fact, that all the people of their Country 
muſt needs know, and would have then giveu 
— the Lye, if they had been guilty of Falſe- 
150d. . 
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Of all the Reformed Churches: that 
admit Infant Baptiſm, 


Non we have not only Antiquity, but 
all the feformed Churches of Chriſt on 
our ſide, to exclaim againſt our Adverſaries, 
and their pernicious Error. It we differ'd 
from them in this Article they might have 

ſome Plea for their Dillention. Bur *tis the 
univerfal Practice and the Belief of all the Re- 
formed Churches and others, That Infants 

are to be Baptized. 1 will here lay down 
their own words, as I find them in the Har- 
mony. of their Confeſſions. In the Smetzsrs 
Confeſſion of Faith you have theſe words : 
Damnamus Anabaptiſtas, qui neg ant Baptix an- 
dos eſſe Infantulos recens natos à Fidelibus. We 
condemn the Anabaptiſts, who deny that little Chil- 
dren, newly born of Chriſtian Parents are to be 


Baptized, | 
one 1n 
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In the Bohemian Confeſſion, we find a largelfl | 
Account of the Baptiſm of Infants, with the 
cauſes and reaſons to juſtify their Prafticel' , 

Etſi autem ſacer Baptiſmus in prima Eccleſa , 
maxima ex parte Adultis, ætateque pro- 
vectis, ad confeſſionem fidei ab ipſis, ſecun. 
dum mandatum Chriſti, editam collatus fuit; 
Docetur tamen hoc etiam Infantibus, qui & 
ipſi in numero populi Dei referuntur hoc 
miniſterio ad ſalutem ſimiliter inſervire de. 
bere, ut & ipſi Chriſto conſecrentur, atque di. 
centur ſecundum mandatum ejus, quum dicit, 
Sinite paryulos ad me venire, neque prohibete 
eos, quia talium eſt regnum Dei. Secundum 
hoc igitur verbum Domini, multaque alia 
teſtimonia, promiſſioneſque alias factas huic 
- car# puerorum ætati, præſertim quum exem- 
plum etiam extet illius veteris à Deo inſtituti 
miniſterii circumciſionis ſcilicet, que prop- 
ter fœdus non tantum ad adultos, ſed fimul 
etiam ad Iufantes pueros pertinebat. His de 
cauſis noſtri Sacerdotes fine ulla dubitatione 

\ fidenterque pueros in nomine Sanctæ Tri- 
nitatis baptizant, applicantes ipſis e fficaciſſimæ 
virtutis ſignum, firmiſiſſimamque conteſtati- 
onem ejus rei, que ipſius Chriſti verbis hu- 
ic ætati additur, atque cum ea communica- 
tur. Sic enim Chriſtus in genere, ſineque 
exceptione, non de quibusdam, ſed de univer- 
ſis hominibus mandavit, Docete omnes Jentes, 
& baptizate eas in nomine Patris & Filii & 
Spiritus Sancti. Atque ita ſuper pueris hoc 
Sanctiſſimum Nomen 1nvopatur in quo ſolo ſa- 
lus eſt. | | 8 
n | Tho 


of the Anabaptiſts. 8x 
vl Tho in the primitive Church Baptiſm was 
of: conferr'd for the moſt part upon the Adult, 
and perſons grown in years, upon their Con- 
wall n 1 
feſſion of Falth, according to Chriſt's Com- 
„. mand, nevertheleſs we teach, that it is uſe- 
ti fal to the ſalvation of Children, who by this 
FF | Inſtitution are inrolled in the number of 
of © God's People, are conſecrated and dedicated 
e. © to Chriſt, as he hath commanded in theſe 
1; words: Suffer the little Children to come Wah 
it. unto me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch is ll 
te © the Kingdom of God. According to this WW 
nl © Expreſs order of our Lord, and many other 
ia © Teſtimonies and other promiſes made to 
ich this Tender Age of Children, principally 
n- in that Remarkable Example of the old 
i! miniſterial Ordinance of Circumciſion, which 
p- * belonyg'd not only to the Adult, but alſo ta 
u Infants and Babes, becauſe of the Covenant. 
de For theſe reaſons our Prieſts without any - - Wi 
ol {cruple are oblig'd to Baptize Children in 
i. the name of the holy Trinity, applying to 
them the ſign of a moſt efficactous vertue, 
L and a moſt firm aſſurance of that thing, 
1. | which by the words of Chriſt is granted to 
. | that Age, and communicated to it. For ſo 
de Chriſt in general Terms without exception 
of any, hath commanded concerning all man- 
„ kind. Teach all Nations, and Baptiſe them - 
in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
oe and of the holy Ghoſt. Therefore upon 
1. our Children this moſt Holy Name is called 
upon, in which only Salvation is to be ob- 
o - tained ; ws: „ 
| * 
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The Dungerous Bridrs- 
here can be nothing more pertinent to ou 
purpoſe than this publick Confeſſion of th 


 _ Bohemian Chriſtians preſented to their Kin 


 Uladiftaus, and nothing more agreeable wil 
the ſenſe and Practice of the Church of Ex 
land. They acknowledge that in the fir 
Ages of Chriſtianity the old Records mak: 
mention chiefly of Adult perſons, who wen 
admitted to Baptiſm after an open Confeſlin 
of Faith, for they were. chiefly. the perſor 
converted to Chriſtianity ; but as they alway 
brought their Children and Whole Familie 
into the Church, at the ſame time their Infan 
were admitted to the ſame Ordinance as th 
proſelyted and Gentile Families under th: 
. jewiſh Law were by God's Command enter 
into Covenant with him by Circumciſion 
They interpret the Invitation of our Chil 
dren to Chriſt as we do, and look upon this 
"Sacrament of Chriſt as belonging to our Infan 
aſwell as to our ſelves, for the obtaining thi 
remiſſion of ſin. 5 


Like wiſe the Feneh Church is of the fam: 
Judgment. For they declare, Quamvis Bap- 
tiſmus ſit fidei & reſipiſcentiæ ſacramentum 

tamen cum unà cum Parentibus paſteritaten 
etiam illorum in Eccleſia Deus recenſeat, affit- 


mamus Infantes ſanctis Parentibus natos eſſe 
ex Chriſti auctoritate Baptizandos. That is; 
'Tho?, Baptiſm : be. the. Sacrament of Faith 
and ;Repentance, yet ſince God reckons with- 
in the Precincts of his Church not only the Pa- 
rents, but alſo their Poſterity, we es 

— | dhat 


wy N 
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_— 


"Fto be Baptized by Chriſt's appointment. 


to the ſame purpoſe. Anabaptiſtarum ita - 
Nane errorem deteſtamur; gui non modo uni- 
tenti, ſed & Baptiſmum Infantium d fidelibus 
natorum damnant. Nos vero eos eadem ra- 
tione Baptizandos & ſigno fœderis obſig- 
nandos eſſe credimus, qua olim in Iſraele par- 
ali circumcidebantur, nimirum propter eaſ- 
dem promiſſiones Infantibus noſtris factas. Et 


effudit ut fidelium Infantes quam ut adultos 


quam Chriſtus eorum cauſa eſt operatus, illos 
recipere convenit:quemadmodum in lege jubet 
Domminus Sacramentum mortis, & paſſionis. 
Chriſti communicari pueris recens natis, offe- 
rendo pro ipſis agnum qui ſacramentum erat 


præſtabat Populo Judaico, idem pueris fideli- 
um præſtat Baptiſmus. Et hæc cauſa eſt, cur 
ne Paulus Baptiſmum vocet, Circumciſionem 
b Chriſti : In Engliſh thus; We therefore ab- 
ME" hor the Error of the Anabaptiſts, who are 
eu not ſatisfied with one ſingle Baptiſm, but 
IF" are re-baptized, and condemn the Baptiſm 
le of Infants born of believing Parents. But 
Sl we believe, that they are to be Baptized: 
uy for the ſame cauſe, and to be confirmed 


bY and ſigned with the fign of the Covenant as 


J, anciently the Children of 1/7-ac! were cir- 
NF. cumciſed, namely for the ſame promiſes 
- | made 


. 
5 
4 


hat Children born of believing Parents ought 
In the Belgick Confeſſion, we find theſe words 


co, & ſemel fuſcepto Baptiſmo non ſunt con- 


zevera Chriſtus non minus Sanguinem, ſuum 
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ablueret. Ideoque ſignum ſeu ſacramentum rei; 


Chriſti venturi. Præterea, quod Circumciſio 
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| | the ſame Baptiſm performs to the Children 


84 The Dangerous Errors 
© made to our Children. And truly Chriſt 
* ſhed his Blood not only to ſanRify the A. 
dult, but alſo the Children of the faithful. 
Therefore the ſign or Sacrament of that 
thing, which Chriſt for their ſakes hath 
wrought,” doth belong to them to be par- 
takers of. As under the Law God com- 
manded to appropriate the Sacrament or 
Type of the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt 
* to the Children newly born by an Offering 
Jof a Lamb for them, which was a Type of 
* Chriſt to come. Again, what benefitsCircum- 
* ciſion procur'd to the Jewiſh People, the 


R Ak = + „ „ Þ 


© of Chriſtians. For this reaſon Paul name 
© Baptiſm the Circumciſion of Chriſt. 
Here are notable expreſſions and obſerva 


tions in this Confeſſion to confirm and ſtreng-l 
then our Cauſe againſt our Adverſaries. 
Their perſwaſion, That Children are to be 


Baptiſcd for the remiſſion of Sin, for theit 
Confirmation in the new Covenant, as the 
Jewiſh Children in the old, and to ſeal to 
them the ſame promiſes that God made to 4. 
brabam and to his Seed. And this reaſon they 
further give,becauſe Chriſt laid down his Lite 
to redeem little Children, as well as the Adult; 
therefore they are to be Baptized into the 
Death of Chriſt, and to be cleanſed from ſin 
buy his Blood. For that purpoſe they mind us of 

_  God*'sCommand by Moſes; to Offer for the em. ſi 
Children a Lamb, a Type of Chriſt, for his Sut- 
ferings and Satisfaction upon the Croſs was no 
leſs for their Salvation than for their be 
3 1 hat 


f the Anabaptiſts. 85 if | 

That Baptiſm anſwers to our Children all the 

| Ends and purpoſes, as Circumcumcifion did to 

the Jews. And that therefore St. Paul, Coloſ. 2. 

tf 11. calls Bapfiſm the Circumciſion of Chriſt. 

bl The Ausburg Confeſſion ſpeaks the ſame 

- Language; That Children are to be Baptized; 

| that they are thereby recommended to God, 

rare received into his favour, and are made 

It} the Children of God, as Chriſt witneſſeth 

of Speaking of the Infants in his Church, Matth. 

o 18. *T:s not the will of your Father which is in Hea- 

g ven that one of theſe little ones ſhould periſh. It 

ie expreſly condemns the Anabaptiſts, who ap- 

prove not the Baptiſm of Infants, and are ſo 

«Ml bold as to affirm That Children without Bap- 

tiſm and out of the Church are to be ſaved. 

+ The Saxon Confeſſion approves the ſame 

g Doctrine, Retinemus & Infantium Baptiſ- 

es mum, quia certiſſimum eſt promiſſionem Gra- 

be tiz etiam ad Infantes pertinere, & ad eos tan- 

en tum qui Eccleſiz inſeruntur. Quia de his dict- 

he um eſt, Sinite parvulos ad me venire, quia ta- 

to lium eſt regnum cælorum. Et Origines ſcri- 

4. bit in 6 Cap. ad Romanos: Eccleſiam ab A- 

e5 poſtolis accepiſſe morem Baptizandi Infantes. 

ite Nec judicamus hunc morem tantum otioſam 

t; Nceremoniam eſſe, ſed vert tum à Deo recipi 

he & ſantificari infantes, quia tunc inſeruntur Ec- 

lin N cleſiæ ac ad tales promiſſio pertinet. Ex- 

of tant autem de hac re multa ſcripta in noſtris 

Eccleſits edita quibus refutantur Anabaptiſtæ. 

uf: . We retain allo the Baptiſm of Infants; be- 

no . cauſe 'tis without queſtion, that the promiſe 

ts. of Grace belongs alſo to them, but only to them 
| — who 
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85 The Dangerons Errors 
* who are enter'd into the Church. For 0 
them it is ſaid : Suffer the little Children! 
A to come unto me, for 1 is the Kingdom 

© of Heaven. And Or: n writes upon the iſ 
© 6th:Chap. to the Romans, That the Church 5 
had received from the Apoſtles the Cuſtom © 
* of Baptizing Infants. Neither do we think 
this Cuſtom to be only an Idle Ceremony; 
but that they are thereby truly received 
© and ſantified by God, for they are then ad- 
* mitted into the Church, and the promiſe be. 
© belongs to them. Now there are divers 
© Freatiſes [Publiſhed in our Churches to an- 
© ſwer and condemn the Anabaptiſts. 

Thus in the Confeſſion of Wirtemberg, we 
meet with the like Perfwaſton for the Bap- 
tirxing of Infants. Agnoſcimus Baptifmum tam 
Infantibus, quam Adultis in Eccleſia uſquead 
noviſſimum hujus Seculi diem in Nomine Pa- 
tris & Filii & Spiritũs ſancti, ex Inſtitutione, 
Chriſti diſpenſandum & ipſo utendum eff 
We acknowledge; That Baptiſm is to bt 
adminiſtred to Infants as well as to the Adult 
in the Church till the End of the World, i 
* the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
* and of the Holy Ghoſt, and by Chriſt 
© Command and Authority to be uſed. 5 

In the Suabian Confeſlion of Faith, we have 
theſe words. Infantibus quoque illud confe · 
rendum noſtri docent, non minus ꝙοe̊am ſub 
Moſe olim cĩircumcidebantur. Nos enim vere 
flii Abrahæ ſumus. Quare non minus ad no 
quam ad veteres illa per tinet promiſſio; Ero 
Deus tuus & ſeminis tui. Our People 4 8 
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teach; That Baptiſm is to be allowed to- 


| © Infants- as under Moſes Law they were to 


| © be Circumciſed. For we are the true Chil- 
„ dren of Abraham. Therefore this promiſe 


belongs no leſs to ns then to the Ancients ; 


„Iwill be thy God and of thy Seed. 


greement of all the Reformed Churches to 


confirm Infant Baptiſm, to ſne how confor- 


f 
In all theſe Confeſſions here is a Bleſſed a- 
f 
| 


K mable tis to the ſnſtitutton of Chriſt; the Pra- 
. tice of theApoſtles and of the Chriſtian Chur- 
ches in all Ages, and to condemn our Adver- 
- faries,. their Errors and unreaſonable Preju- 


dices agua ſo Holy. and: approved Ordi-- 


e nance of our Bleſſed Maſter. 


Bat That theſe ſeveralConfeſſions of thepro- 
n teſtant Churches may not be excepted againſt 
by our ignorant or obſtinate A dverſaries, judge 
it may make for our purpoſguto give here a 
ſhort Account of the time and place and o- 
ther Circumſtances of their Publication. The 
Confeſſion of Ausburg was compoſed by Lu- 


ther, and in the name of the Proteſtants of 


iner many there preſented by the Duke of Sax- - 


oy in a publick Diet to the Emperour Charles, 
IV. in the year 1530, in the Month of June. 

The Switzers Confeſſion, was firſt written 
aveſty the Conſent of the Miniſters of Baſle, 1532, 
fe- 
ſub ter wards. in 1 536, again reviſed by Bucer 
ert nd Capito, Eminent and Learnd Divines, and 
no abſer ibed by the Helverick Body, and offerꝰd 
Eros the Aſſembly of Smalcald in 1530, and judg'd 
alſo here to be Orthodox by all Orders of that illu- 


ch; — Congregation. 1 That 
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and approved by the neighbouring Cities, and 


4 


2 . >” 
F, he > by 2 
© Www —— 2 Se 
- d 3 ——— 
—— ˙ a2 — 


— 


88 The Dangerous Errors | 
That of Saxony was compos'd by Phil 
Melanchthon in Latin, and in the name of all the 
neighbouring Churches preſented to the Coun 
cilof Trent in the year 15851, | 
That of Wirtemberg was ſent from Chriſt 
er Duke of Wirtemberg, and preſented by his 
Egmbaſſadors to the ſame Council of Trent to 
- vindicate the Faith of his Churches, the 2 
JJ 8 
The French Confeſſion was firſt preſented xt 
Ambois, in 1559 to Francis the Second, King d 
France, in the name of all the reformedChurchg 
of his Kingdom; and afterwards in 1562 offer. 
ed to Charles IX. and the Queen Mother at the" 
Meeting of Poi, and ſince by the Paſtors of tha 
Kingdom ſent in Latin to all Foreign CHurche e 
- i The Belgick was written in French in the 
name of all the Churches of the Low Cour 
tries in 1566, And in a Synod in 1579, approve 
of and confirmed by them. == | 
The Bohemian Faith, is much Acienter tha 
all theſe, and was Preſented to ſeveral of . 
their Kings, and Offered to the Council d of 
Conſt ance, by Fohn Hus, and Jerome of Prague, audi 
agrees perfectly well with the Confeſſion of the 
Waldenſesand Albigenſes, who were before them. 
So that here is no leſs than a Cloud of Wit 
neſſes againſt this pernicious Error of the A. 
nabaptiſts, a number of Orthodox Churches 
jointly giving their Judgment, and Condemrn: 
ing our Antipædobaptiſts. To theſe I might 
add the Churches of Sweeden and Denmark, the 
Churches of the Muſcovites and Greeks; the 
Churches of the Four Patriarchs of the Ef}, 
_ "Dr non 


now under the Turks: And the Churches of 
the Abyſſins in e/Ethiopia. All theſe receive 
their Infants into the Church by Baptiſm, at 
ſome prefixt Time- And tho' ſome of them 


with all other Orthodon Churches in this Ar- 
ticle, particularly the ÆAthiopians, who Glory 
of having retaln'd-their Religious Cuſtoms, 
from the time of their Apoſtle St. Philip. 
They, as you may Read in the Memorial of 
Zaga Zabo, Embaſſador of their Emperour, 
to John III. King of Portugal, 1524; And 
Publiſh'd in Damianus a Goes, Baptize their 
Male Children Forty Days after Circum- 


ueiſon, which they obſerve on the Eightn 


A Dyas the Jews; and they Baptize the other 


„qua intervenerit ægritudo, ut opus fit Feſti- 


ei natione. They are the Author's Words, Unleſs 


* ſome Sickneſs happens, which obliges them 
aul to haſten Baptiſm before the uſual Time. 
They are therefore ſenſible of the neceſlity 
aof conferring Baptiſm on Infants, and by that 
Chriſtian Inſtitution of receiving them into 
the Church of Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of 


from Chriſtian Parents. And they give a par- 
aul to the Corinthians. That their Children 


marum mulierum ſunt Electi & Conſecrati ex 
orporis & Sanguinis Domini noſtri cummuni- 
atione. Nam Fæminæ gravidæ, quum aſſu- 
— = munt 


Bare Erroneous in other Matters, they agree 


Sex Eighty Days after Circumciſion: Niſi a: 


sins. Such as Dye before Baptiſm are Na- 
JIned by them Half Chriſtians, if they come 


cular Interpretation to the Words of St. 


ere not Unclean, but Holy. Infantes Chriſti- 
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munt Venerabile Corpus Domini noſtri Sau. 
toris ſeſu Shriſti, Infans capiens inde Nutil 
mentum fit Saeratus. Quoniam ſicut Infay 
exiſtens in utero, ex ejus Matris affectibi 
contriſtatur ac lætatur fic etiam ex Mat ii 
nutrimento / nutritur. The Children Af * 
* Ehriſtian Women, are Elected and Conſe . 
crated from a Communication of the Bod 
and Blood of our Lord. For when the gre: 
Bellied Women partake of the Venerable 
Body of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrit 
in the Sacrament, the Child drawing froniif 
' thence a:Nouriſhment, becomes Holy. Al 
when the Children in the Womb grieve off 
© rejoyce as their Mothers are affected, ſo ar 
© they Nouriſhed from their Mother's Foo 
I mention this Quetation out of the form 
Author, not that I altogether approve of their 
Opinions and Fancies, but oniy to ſhew tha 
theſe Ancient Churches of Chriſt, have re 
tain'd ſince the Holy Apoltles, the Cuſtom d 
Baptizing Infants, without any Interruptio! 
or Intermiſſion, if we may believe their own: 
Records. If they have yet amongſt then 
many Heatheniſh Superſtitions and. Jew 
- Rites, tis no wonder; for when they wer 
firſt Converted from. Paganiſm to the Jew 
Religion, by the Queen of Sheba, and her Soil 
David the Son of Solomon, the People then 
could not forſake all their Fooliſh and Pagaifff 
Cuſtoms. And when they embrac d the Chi 
ſtian Faith, by the Preaching of- Philip, ſup: 
ported by the Authority ot the. Eunuch 0 
Queen Candace, they were not willing to pat 
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f the Anabaptiſts. 8 
Sith all their Jewiſh Ceremonies, of which 
Whey were Fond, and to which, their Nation 
ad been a long time Accuſtomed. But in 
Whis Article, in diſpute between us and the 
Mnabaptiſts, they agree with all the Church- 
of Chriſt of other Nations, to Baptize their 
Woung Infants, and will not offer to Hazard 
heir Salvation, by deferring their Baptiſm 
Hl they arrive to an Age of Diſcretion. 
dave we not in the Judgment and conſtant 
practice of all theſe Churches of Chriſt, a good 
lea for Childrens Baptiſm? IS 
he Univerſal and Catholick Church of all 
Nes and Nations, unanimouſly Vote agaiuft 
ur Adverſaries; They all joyn with us in Op- 
oſition to this Pernicious Error, ſo deſtructive 
o the Spiritual Welfare of Infants Souls. 
Now what can any impartial Judgments 
hink of this Controverſy ? Can they imagin 
Mat we and all the Churches of Chriſt, for 
many Ages ſince the Apoſtles time are in 
ne wrong and miſtaken, and that this Up- 
art Sect of Teſterda are in the Right? Will 
ly Man of Reaſon judge, that Chriſt who 
vites and commands Iufants to be brought to 
im, that his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors of 
Armer Ages, and the whole Body of the Ca- 
nolick Church, were not, and are not now ſo 
ell acquainted with the Will of God ia this. 
ae, as an Handful of Mechanick Antipædo- 
Iyptiſts in theſe latter and corrupt. Ages? Can 
ly indifferent Perſon. conceive, that Tradeſ- 
en, whoſe Studies are employed in their 
Uy Occupations, are better informed of he | 
OLE right. 
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right Senſe and Meaning of the Word d 
God, and of the Practices of the Holy Apo 


© Mles, than they, who ſit in Chriſt's Chairlf®* 


r ſons they Have t Profeſs ſuch Enmity agi 


and are his Delegated Miniſters to his Peopleſſ®® 
and whoſe daily Buſineſs *tis to ſearch ini. 
the controverſies of Religion? | 


- 
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D UT we will now allow theſe Men ti 
Liberty to ſpeak” for themſelves, at 
hear what they can ſay to juſtify their cru 
and wicked Opinion and Practice, what Re 


our Baptiſm of Infants. We ſhall there 
in this Fourth Diviſion of my Diſcourſe, e 
amine the Objections and Arguments th 
commonly bring to excuſe themſelves, and co 
Gdema us. | 

I ſhall begin with that which they BorroÞ 
trom Chriſt's Commiſſion to his Apoſtl 
granted by Vertue of all Power given to hi 
from God the Father; in Heaven and ! 
Earth, Mat. 28. 19. Go ye and Teach all Natin 
Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, ani 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, "7 
Chriſt, ſay they, firſt commands to Teac 
and afterwards to Baptize. If therefore 
are to obſerve that Order, we are to deli 
Childrens Baptiſm, till they can be Taug 
and Inſtructed in the Faith of Chriſt. 


* 


— 


4 , p- of * 8 7 [1 _— » 
* 9 * ? d R 4) - 
8 5 * - \ % 
* \ 
* — | 1 
. & f 
. 8 A _ * 3 + — am ' ? $ 
— Ln) > N . : 1 ” 
4 1 
a 1 o 


S This Reaſon: ſeems plauſible, and makes a 
eep Impreſſion in the Minds of Perfons Igno- 
int of the Original Text, where we meet 
ith the Word a , Mathereuſate, which 
gnifies, as we have already taken notice; 
Diſciple al Nations. If any inquire, why our 
aterpreters have Tranſlated this Greek Word 
each, Tis becauſe the Apoſtles chief Office 
vas to Teach and Preach the Goſpel, and at 
eir firſt Arrival to any Nation, they began 
the exerciſe of this part of their Function 
nd Commiſſion, to perſuade the Inhabitants 
b believe in Chriſt and God, and to embrace 
riſtianity. And none can deny, but that 
Adult Perſons are to be treated in this 
anner: Firſt, to be informed and tutored 
a the Principles of our Holy Religion, be- 
re they are to be admitted to Baptiſm. But 
ir condition is not alike with that of In- 
ants. ia CR 
Therefore the Spirit of God in that Text, 
©) the choice of a Word of a double Signifi- 
ation provides for their Reception into Chri- 
janity, and the Welfare of their Souls in 
hat tender Age, as well as for thoſe of riper 
ears. For Chriſt commands to Diſciple all 
ations. If Infants are to be reckon'd a Part 
r Members of a Nation, the Order reaches 
hem as well as their Parents, for the whole 
Nation is appointed to be Diſcipled by Bap- 
Wim, without any Exception, that we read 
f: But our Adverſaries pervert the werds 
ud meaning of Chriſt, in their Arguing upon 
Pe Re — - ** 5 


o9& The Dangerous Errors 
this Command of our Saviour: They com 
monly read and underſtand it. thus; Go an 
Diſciple or Teach all Nations, and Baptize then 
From whence they pretend, that they ag 

firſt to be made wo ad, Teaching, befon 
they can be Baptized. Whereas the Word, 
are, Go 2˙ and Diſciple all Nations, how ? Ant 
in what manner? By, or in Baptizing then 

The word is in the Participle, both in Gr: 
and Ergliſh, Baptizing them, not in the Impers 
tif Mood, as the word Teach or Diſciple 
The plain meaning of this Order is, that al 
Perſons, who deſire to be Chriſt's Diſciple, 
were to be admitted to that Honor and Title 
by Baptiſm, and it is to be ſuppoſed, tha 
whoſoever is Baptized in the Name, and ly 
this Authority of the Lord Jeſus, is to bs 
eſteemed a Diſciple of Chriſt, whether thej 
be Young or Old, and that none can be repwl. 
ted to be a True Diſciple of Chriſt until ther 
ſubmit to this Inſtitution and Layer of Rege- 
neration. Ts 
Our Adverſaries here give a prepoſterous 
meaning to Chriſt's Commiſſion, when thej 
thus underſtand and read it, Go ye and Di: 
ciple all Nations and Baptize them; as if they no 
could be Diſciples before their Baptiſm. Per- Ned 
ſons of ripe years may and ought to be in-ſſj 
ſtructed and taught, but let them be never ſo Int: 
well tutored and learned in the Myſteries ort 
our Religion, none ought to be reckoned a true en 
Diſciple of Chriſt, till he comes to acknou- Nis 
ledge him for his Prophet and Heavenly Teach - 
er at and in the Ordinance of Baptiſm wy 
= — e 


hurch, and as a Religious Seal toconfirm us 
Members of it. This Inſtitution therefore 
pfants, who may be diſcipled to Chriſt be- 
'Sre they can be of a capacity to be inſtructed 
Men. They may be preſented to Chriſt, 
aicated to his Serviee, initiated into his 
"Stool, enrolled amongſt the Members of his 
apurch by this Order, that they may be af- 


Ls 
al 
Moa to his Apoſtles is to favour them and 


diſpenſe with their weakneſs and inca- 
city, which is to be no Impediment to their 


bers ought to be thereby diſcipled to Chriſt, 


y be partakers of the Benefits there pro- 
ed to Mankind. 1 

Therefore let any Man judge how weak 
d1nſignificant is our Adverſaries Argument, 


Ben from a miſinterpretation of this Paſſage 
ae our Evangeliſt. They change and alter 


e ſenſe by adding the Particle and, which 
fe not there to be read. Let the words of our 
el Fedeemer be rightly underſtood, and they 
il find that be is ſo far from excluding In- 


r {0 


; of rture, that he comprehends and requires 
Tue em to be Baptized aſwell as the reſt. Vet 
eis is the common Objection of the vulgar 


2 d ignorant Anahaptiſts alledg d againſt our 


he 


* 


- hath ordained for our Entrance into his 


it is worded by our Saviour hath a reſpect to 


twards trait d up in his Holy Profeſſion: 
le ud as their Caſe is different from that 
the Adult, Chriſt's intent in this Com- 


mittance to Baptiſm. But they as well as 


d brought into his Covenant, that they 


—— — — — 
ms A — 


its in his General Commiſlion at his de- 
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Baptizing of Children, and they inſiſt un 
on it as the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to ſuppoſre 
their Opinion. Whereas if they would {eriher 
ouſly conſider, that the Original worn th 
Text in ſcripture language and in the mea i 
ing of the Evengeliſt, is not only to teadli 
but ſignifies alſo properly to diſciple or mal 
Church-Members, which is to be perform'dh 
Baptiſm, they would be aſham'd to quo 
this Text as the foundation of their erron 
ous perſwaſion. For as we have already obſe 
ved, our Infantsare as capable of being initi 
- ted Church-Memhers and Diſciples of Chri 
by Baptiſm, as the Iſraelitiſn Children we 
of being enter'd into the Covenant of God) 
Circumcifen;t 17 ns ws 05 2 ont. I 
Another Argument they take from A. 
16. Where Chriſt gives the ſame Commiſſa 
to his Apoſtles, with an addition, Go m 
all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every Cru 
ture; and verſ. 16. He that believeth and is Bd 
rized (ball: be ſaved, Cc. Therefore, ſay the 
fince we are firſt to believe before we aret 
- be admitted to Baptiſm, and that Infants a 
not capable of this Belief, they are conk 
quently to be excluded from that Ordinandthe 
which belongs only to ſuch as can make prof 7e/; 
feſſion of their Belief, _ Ho 
 lanſwer; that in this and all other TexWan 
of the ſame expreſſions and import our Aſtro: 
verſaries underſtand, what is proper only Wnt: 
the Adult in Scripture, and apply it to . 4 
fants. Whereas the Mercy of God and o 


Bleſſed Redeemer conſider them. diſtinct] 
8 | al 


_ of the Anabaptiſts. "7 4 

Ind require not from Babes, what is required 
rom Perſons of Years and Reaſon. And - 
et God allows the ſame Privelege, and En- 
rance and Enrolment into his Church and 
Kingdom, as we have already proved. When 
therefore Belief is put as a condition to pre- 
ead Baptiſm, tis uaderſtood of thoſe whoſe 
Age and Years render them ahle to Believe. 
al To ſuch the Queſtion was always put, whe⸗ 
her they did actually and willingly embrace 
he faith of Chriſt, as As. 8. 12, When 
We Samaritans believed Philip, preaching the 
hings concerning the Kingdom of God, and 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, they were Bapti- 
ed, both Men and Women. Our Adverſa- 
Wries take an Advantage of this Text, becauſe 
Children are not here mentioned. Whereas 
Wt. Lukes's deſign was to declare, that Per- 
Wons of both Sexes were admitted to this Or- 
raffdinance. So ver. 36. Philip tells the Eunuch, 
If thou Believeſt with all thine Heart, thou maye 
he Baptized, Upon his declaring, That he be- 
eile ved that Feſus Chriſt, was the Son of God, both 

Pbilip and the Eunuch went to the Water, and 
ne Baptized him. Likewiſe St. Paul, tells 


a the Jaylor, Atts. 16, 31. Believe on the Lord 
prag jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy 
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Houſe, In all which Paſſages and in others, 
an actual Profeſſion of Faith is required only 
from Perſons of riper Years, and not from 
Infants before Baptiſm. | 3 
. And it is obſervable upon his declaring his 
belief, he and all his were ſtraightway Bap- 
Wed. Here is a ſtrong Preſumption, that 
5 eee there 
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oS The Dangerous Errers 
there were ſome Children, ſuch in his Fs 
mily, as could not make Profeſſion of their 
Faith, ſince St. Paul tells him, that his Faith 
would be accepted to put them into a way d 
Salvation. Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrif 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy Houſe. Salve 
tion which implies alſo Baptiſm, is promi 
ſed to him and his by the Apoſtle, upa 
his Belief alone. And tho? afterwards t 
expreſs'd, that he believed in God, with al 
his houſe ; This may be underſtood, of the! 
being all enroled amongſtBelievers by the Or 
dinance of Baptiſm. Some of them being 
Young, and it may be Infants, only his Fait 
is required at firſt, as the Maſter of hy 
Family, to procure them admittance, and 
the Privilege of Baptiſm, as it was practiſet 
and obſerved, amongſt the Fews in like Caſey 
in relation to Circumciſion. ; 2 

Now an open Profeſſion of Belief is ſuffi 
ent to cauſe us to be admitted to Baptiſm 
whether the Belief be real, ſincere and heart) 
or not, as we may prove by the example 
Simon the Magician, Acts. 3. 13. Then Sima 
| himſelf Believed alſo; and when be was Baptixi 
he continued with Philip. Can we ſuppoſe that 
ſo impious a Wreth was at any time a tr 
Believer ? No, doubtleſs. As it belongs tl 
God alone to ſearch into the Hearts of Men 
a publick declaration of his Faith qualif 
him a ſufficient Believer for his Baptiſm. 
And why may not the ſame open Profeſſion be 
allowed to Children to introduce them into 
the Church, and to that holy Ordiuzog] 
$27 TO 
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ro they cannot make this Profeſſion in per- 
on, their Sureties are to make it for them, 
hey ſpeak in their Names, and anſwer to 
ods Miniſter in their ſtead, and for them. 
and how agreable this practice amongſt us is 
JJ that of the primitive Church, do you judge 
rom the words of St. Auguſtin, who ſays; 
That it is in a real meaning, and not in mockery 
hat the power of the Devil is abjur'd in Infants, 
and they do renounce it by the Mouths of thoſe, 
hat bring them, not being capable of doing it by 
heir own; that being deliver'd from the pow- 
r of darkneſs, they may be tranſlated into 
he Kingdom of their Lord. Where you 
ay underſtand, that in thoſe early dayes of 
.hriſtianity, Sureties were made uſe of at the 
3aptiſm of Children, and that they made for 
hem an open Profeſſion of Faith and Obedi- 
nce to God. This is witneſſed by divers an- 
tent Writers of thoſe days, and particularly 
st. Auſtin in hisBook de Libero Arbritrio Lib. 3. 
ap. 23. He propoſes this Queſtion, What good 
e Sacrament of Chriſt's Baptiſm does to 
nfants, when after they have received it, 
hey often die before they are able to under- 
and any thing? To which he returns this 
nſwer; That it is piouſly and truly believed, 
vat the Faith of thofe, by whom the Child is off er- 
d to be conſecrated, profits the Child. And this 
he moſt ſound authority of the Church does approve 
That hence every one may judge, hom profit able 
W's own Faith will be to himſelf, when even ano- 
her perſons Faith is uſeful for the advantage of 
7 oldren. And the wo of God is not ſilent 
. 2 | IN 
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100 The Dangerous Errors 
in this caſe to countenance and encourage 
Faith in others for the benefit of Children un- 
capable of the Acts. Chriſt allowed it in that 
Father to whom he ſpeaks, Mark. 9. 23. 
thou canſt believe, all things are poſſible to hin 
that helieveth. And ſtraitway the Father 06 
the Child cried out and ſaid with Tear 
Lord Ibelieve, help thou mine unbelief. Here wa 
a Child poſſeſſed by the Devil, and cured in; 
miraculous manner through the Parents Fait 
applied by the mercy of God to the beneſt 
of the Child. And 'tis remarkable that he bein 

| ſenſible of the weakneſs and deficiency of h 
own Faith, implores the aſliſtance and Faith 
Chriſt to remedy the imperfections of his Faith 
Since he was aſſured that Faith was ſo power 
ful to work ſuch wonders, why may not th 
ſame Grace and Mercy accept of the Gol 
fathers and Godmothers Faith for their Chi 
_ dren in Baptiſm ? Another Example we har 
to the ſame purpoſe in Fairs and his deceaſe 
Daughter. When one came to inform he 
Father of her being Dead; Jeſus encourage! 
him to believe, ſaying, Fear not: Belie 
o'ly, and ſhe ſhall be made whole. Here is! 
Faith in the Child mentioned or ' expe 
Only the Father is required to believe to Kaas 
his Daughter from the Dead. How gracidl 
is God to weak and infirm Man to accept oft 
Acts of the one for the benefitof others, wit 
incapable to perform them? What hinders! 
infinite Goodneſs to grant to our Childrenti 
like Favour in- Baptiſm, ſince *tis agreeal 


with his promiſe to be their Gd? ane 


A 


a" 


of the Anabaprifts. IOT 
And tho” a true Faith may be wanting at 
hat time in the Sureties, their open Pro- 
feſſion of it is ſufficient to intitle theſe Infants 
to that Ordinance, ſeeing an open Profeſſion 
in the Adult without any Reality obtains 
for them the ſame Privilege, as we have ob- 
ſerved in the Caſe of Simon Magus. Tis cer- 
tain that in the Church of God this open Pro- 
feſſion of Faith and obedience has always 
been Interpreted as if the Children had made 
it in perſon. I am ſure this practice is allow- 
ed in our temporal Courts. The Guardians 
of Minors appear for them to own the juriſ- 
Wdiction of the Lord of the Mannor, without 
it which acknowledgment in ſome Countries 
their Eſtates might be forfeited by Law. 
ti Likewiſe many ſubaltern Princes do Homage 
in their Infancy to their Sovercigas by Deputies 
and Embaſſadors, Who repreſent their Perſons 
A and ſpeak and act for them to preſerve them 
in their Principalities and Dominions. Now 
let any man judge, whether it would not be 
an Act of Cruelty and Injuſtice, to exclude 
infants from the preſent Mercies of God, 
from his Favour and their Celeſtial Inheri- 
tances, becauſe they cannot ſpeak in perſon 
Was may be ſtrictly required, and to refuſe to ac- 
io cept of their Sureties profeſſion for them, 
when ſuch a Practice and Grace is allowed by 
all human Laws in parallel Caſes on Earth. 
Tho Children cannot make any perſonal 
Profeſſion of Faith, or actually believe, they 
have nothing in them contrary to this Belier, 
and they may have in that tender Age the 
q F 3 Impreſſions, 


Vertue granted to them according to the 


by experience in rational Beings and ſever 


Were there no other apparent benefit to be 
obtain'd for them, than by their early ad- 


. God in this Sacrament, and through the Sup: 


102 The Dangerous Errors 
Impreſſions, Abilities, or Habits, of Faith and 


Churches Prayers. For as the Wind bloweth 
where it liſteth, the Holy Spirit may then 
work upon thoſe innocent minds and beſtoy 
upon them Divine Perfections. Why ſhoul( 
not their Natures, far more excellent that 
that of other Animals, be as capable to receive 
theſe good Impreſlions as they? We may ſe 


Brutes, Inſtincts of Vertue, Wiſdom, Chaſtity, 
Mercy, Fortitude, Juſtice, and Temperance 
in their Natures and Actions, ſo remarkable 
that they are a reproach and ſhame to viciou 
Meu. And cannot our good God, who hath 
been ſo favourable to the dumb Animals in thi 
Caſe, per form the like Operations upon theSouk 
of his Children 1a their Infancy ? Certaialy we 
have great reaſon to expect it for them fromhi 
promiſe aanexed to his Ordinance of treating 
with them as their God and Redeemer, whe 
we humbly preſenr and offer them to him, no 
only as his Creatures, but as his adopted Chil 
dren in Chriſt in this Ordinance of Baptiſm 


miſſion to this Inſtitution, but the remiſl 
on of their Original Sin, that hath infecte 
the whole Race of Mankind, it were an inhu 
manity to keep them off and deprive them d 
that benefit. Now this we are certain the] 
obtain through the mercy and promiſes d 


plications of the Miniſter and Congregatin 
— oy ol 


_ of the Anabaptiſts. 103 . WW 
for them. But we have reaſon to believes 115 
that oftimes the Grace of God is communi- 
cated to theſe little Infants, according to his 
promiſe in the 31ſt of Jeremiah. For Chriſt ad- 
mits Diſciples into his School ſooner than 
Men, and knows how to inſtruct them inward- 

ly by his Holy Spirit, not by the hearing 
of the Ear, or the Sight of the Eye, or the 
miniſtry of the Senſes, but by a Spiritual 
Sanctification and Illuminatian of the Mind. 
And fince he has been ſo gracious to invite 
them to him ſo young, what an act of impu- 

1M dence and unjuſtice is it to keep them back, 
and hinder the Divine Mercy from doing 
them the Good that is deſigned tor them in 
Baptiſm ? 95 =; 

The third Argument is from St. Peter's 
words to the new converted Jews, Acts 2. 38, 
Repent and be Baptized every one of you in the 
Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of Sins; 
for the Promiſe is unto you and to your Children. 
None, fay they, are to be Baptized but ſuch as 
can actually repent Now Children cannot 
perform the Acts of repentance, neither do 
they need it for any actual fins, having ne- 
ver been guilty of any ſuch perſonal tranſ- 
greſſions. Therefore they pretend; That 
they are not to be admitted to Bap- 
tiſm, till they can repent and perform other 
Acts of Religion and Piety required in 
Scripture, from thoſe who come to that Or- 
dinance. ?Tis lameatable to ſee how our Ad- 
verſaries wreſt the Scriptures in this Caſe to 
deprive Children of their Baptiſm, and re- 
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8 quire from them what belongs only to the 


Adult to perform, and of what they are inca- 
pable in that tender Age. Repentance is an 
Act procceding from the Knowledge and 
ſenſe of Guilt, and the dangerous conſequence 
thereof; and conſiſting in a firm reſolution 
of obedience to the W ill of God for the future, 
neceſſary in all Perſons of Age and under- 
ſtanding, when they come to enter into co- 
venant with him in Baptiſm, and receive 
that ſign and ſeal of his Promiſes to them. 
But as this Act belongs not to innocent Babes 
*tis not demanded of them. They are only 
to promiſe by their Sureties, to helieve in 
God, and to ſerve him as their Sovereign 
Lord, &c. And this. promiſe made in their 
Names, and for the obtaining ſo great an ho- 
nour and benefit as a memberſhip of God's 
Kingdom, is to be owned by them when they 
come to years of diſcretion, as if they had 
made it themſelves. This Doctrine and 
Practice is confirmed by Chriſt's Intention, as 
you may perceive in his Invitation of Chil- 
dren to come unto him, and by the variation 
of theEvengeliſt's expreſſions in this Relation: 
For they brought young Children, in their 
Arms 1 ſuppoſe, for they were Babes as | 
have noted. This was an Act of thoſe Offict- 
ous and charitable .Friends, or Parents. The 
Children were only paſſive, never made any 
ſtep to Chriſt, but were carried to him, not 
out of any deſire of theirs, for they were ig- 
norant of him, but out of a pious inclina- 
tion of them, who brought,them. Now take 
| notice 
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notice that this Act of theirs is aſcribed and 


appropriated to the Children, as done by 


them. Suffer the little Children to comeunto me 


and forbid them not. See how Chriſt inter- 

rets this bringing of the Friends, as a per- 
Gal Act of the Children. Thus the Good> 
neſs of God looks upon all other religious 


meaſures, that are taken by, or required rom 


the Sureties , as the Childrens Act and Deed. 
Their Profeſſion of Faith is the Profeſſion of 


the Child. Their Promiſes of Belief and O- 


bedience are the promiſes of the Child. Their 
deſire that the Infant may be Baptized into 
the Chriſtian Covenant is the deſire of the 
Child. Their acknowledgment of God, as 
their Sovereign Lord and Redeemer is the 
acknowledgment of the Child. So that 

whatſoever as ated or done by them is im- 
puted to the Child for its advantage and be- 


nefit, by our merciful Saviour, and his Mini- 


ſters reception of the Child into his Church 
and Covenant, and by an application of 
Chriſt's Death, into which it is then Baptized. 
Our Adverſaries are ſtrangely miſtaken 
when they pretend; that this practice con- 
duces neither to the Glory of God, nor the 
good and welfare of the Child... Pray whois - 
tne moſt competent Judge in this matter? 
Chriſt and his Univerſal Church in all Ages 
and Nations, or a handful of Anabaptiſts. 
We have Chriſt's Warrant and expreſs in- 
junction for our Childrens Baptiſm, as I have 
already proved. Now he never commanded 
or approved any thing, but what aims di- 


F 5. rectix 


106 The Dangerous Errors 
rectly to theſe two Ends: The Glory offff , 
- God, and the wales of his Church andÞ , 

People. And let any Man judge, whether , 
the Baptizing of Infants of Believing Parents}| þ 
in the manner and method preſcribed by ou , 
Church, and in that pious order, that is tofff q 
be obſerved, tends not to the Glory of Go 
Fo this Practice magnifies the Mercy, the x 
Goodneſs, the Honour, the Authority, and o 
other Attributes of that Sovereign Being +1 
The Mercy of God in our Redemption is def 1; 
clared and extended in this Ordinance, and} | 
by the Miniſter's Words and Actions ap- 
plied to our little Infants, as well as to ou c 
ſelves. — e 1 

It diſcovers it to be not confin'd to this 5. 
or that Age, but that its Arms are wide o. 
pen to embrace our innocent Babes, as ſoon Nit 
they appear in the World, before they ha e; 


committed good or evil, It ſhews how gr. A 
cious *tis in accepting The Promiſes and Pro h. 
feſſions of thoſe who preſent them, inſtead ti 


their perſona], and to receive them into it 

boſom upon any reaſonable Terms. Ge 
is ſo favourable and kind to pardon and t 
cleanſe us from our Original Defilements, ae 
the Requeſt, and by the Religious En: 
deavours of our Charitable Friends, and t0 
admit us ſo carly into a capacity and way d 
Salvation, without any merit or deſerving 
ours, and to allow us the Title and Honolt 


of Chriſt's Members, and God's Children ;j 

And is not this divine Mercy thereby magary ,, 

fied a great deal more, than by caſting ny Ul 
| | : | all 
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oO and excluding thoſe poor and innocent Babes 
ul out of its Covenant with ſinful Man? What 
el a diſhonour is it to God for us to. limit his 
i boundleſs Mercy in any manner? What an 
us affront is it to his Wiſdom, to judge our Chil- 
to dren unworthy and incapable of this ſeal of 
his Redeeming Mercy, ſince he has been ſo 
be kind to invite them to it, and to aſſure them 
nag of a favourable reception and bleſſings, and 
that they are fit to be partakers of it in their 
Infancy ? 3 
This practice likewiſe magnifies the Good- 
neſs of God, when we preſent to him our 
Children, that he would be pleaſed to accept 
of their Perſons, and grant them a ſhare in 
Ul his Salvation, purchaſed by the Blood of 
0 Chriſt. We have reaſon then to look upon 
10 it as altogether deſintereſſed and free. We 
expert it not in conſideration of any previous 
Acts of Merit of the Child's or ours, but hum- 
bly implore it in that Ordinance and Method 
that the divine Wiſdom hath appointed. We 
glorifie the Authority of our God and his 
Sovereignty by our ſubmiſſion and obedience 
to his Inſtitution, and put a value upon the 
leaſt, and meaneſt things, that he preſcribes, 
and we judge his power able to render them 
effectual to the great and glorious Ends for 
which they are Ordained. Does not this re- 
ligious proceeding of our Humility, Faith, and 
Confidence in God's power and Authority in 
this Caſe tend to his Glory? Can any Man 
pretend to glorifie God more by debaſing, 
undervaluing, limiting, or deſpiſing the di- 
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vine Attributes, or his Ordinances, than by 


extolling and magnifying them and allow in 
them an extent and efficacy anſwerable to 
his infinireGreatneſs? . 

And in Relation to the Child's Good, Let 
any reaſonable perſon judge who aims moſt 
at the Child's advantage; we who bring it 
to God's Ordinance, or they who exclude it; 
we who procure to it the remiſſion of Origj- 
nal Sin, or they who ſuffer it to be yet charged 
with that guilt and defilement by the juſt 
Judgment of God ; we who ſupplicate God's 
Mercy for it, or they who take little or no 
notice of it; we, who advance it to the ho- 
nour and priviledge of Chriſt's Diſciples and 
Members, or, they who will not allow Chil- 
dren that benefit; we, in a word, who put 

them into an Eſtate of Salvation, or they, 
who leave them to continue Children of wrath 
and in a ſtate of Nature or of Damnation, 
being out of the Covenant of Chriſt, and ha- 
ving no aſſurance of.the pardon of fin, nor of 
the favour of God ? Let any reaſonable Per- 


ſon judge between us and that cruel Sed, 


which of us aims moſt to the Glory of God, 

to the Childrens Good and Spiritual welfare 
Our Adverſaries next Pretence which the] 
often inſtill in the minds of the ignorant, 

and are ſo bold publickly to affirm to us, 1s; 

That in the Holy Scripture, we have neither 

Precept nor Example to authoriſe our Bap- 

tizing lufants; whereas we judge, that we 

have both. For the Precept aud Command 

it is very plain, that Chriſt requires 2 
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dren. to be brought to him in his Ordinance, 


and aſſures us of their fitneſs to be enter'd in- 


to his Kingdom in that tender Age. All the 
Orthodox Churches of God, both ancient and 
modern underſtand the words of our Saviour 


as we do, for a poſitive and expreſs order for 


Infant Baptiſm, and will any be ſo imperti- 


nent and impudent to aſſert the. contrary ? 


They upraid us with the Judgment of Ludovi- 
cus Vives,of Eraſmus, DottorT aylor,of Curcaleus 
2nd the Papiſts and other Authors, who may 
affirm out of a Deſign, that the Baptiſm of 
Infants depends upon the Tradition of the 
Church, and that it was not known to the 
two firſt Ages after Chriſt. But theſe men 


have been groſly miſtaken, as we have made 


it appear. We hold not this Ordinance from 


a bare Tradition or the Decree of Councils, but 


from the Authority and appointment of Chriſt, 
as we have proved, and we have it confirm'd 
to us by the conſtant practice of all Ages ſince 
the Holy Apoſtles, to have been of à divine 
Inſtitution. We have not falſified the Re- 
cords nor mangled the Quotations as ( Dan- 
vers, and - Tombs, ) ſome of our Adverſaries 


have done. Let them turn to the Books and 
places, and there they ſhall ſee the miſtakes of 


theie Doctors, and their own pernicious Er- 
ror condemned. And we find a neceſlity that 
obliges us to bring our Children to this La- 


ver of Regeneration intimated to us by Holy 


Scripture, the Fathers, and all orthodox Inter- 


preters of the Bible, namely Original Sin, 


Pal. 51. 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity,and in 


Sin 
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Sin did my mother conceive me. This Guilt and 
Corruption is an univerſal Calamity incident to] ti 
the human Race. Now we have no other ri 
Remedy for our Children but what God has to 
appointed in his Church, namely the Ordinance 4] 
of Baptiſm. There it is ordain'd, that they Þ: 
ſhall be Baptized into the Death of Chriſt, I d 
for the remiſſion of ſin. To that purpoſe St. C 
Paul affirms; that Chriſt cleanſeth his Church G 


with the waſhing of water by the word. That is, I P 

by that outward Inſtitution, and his Mini- It 

ſters application of it to the party concern'd. o 
Beſides this plain Precept of Chriſt to bring b 
Infants to his Ordinance, that they might be k 
made partakers of his Kingdom, we have al- U 

| ready taken notice, the former Command to A. It 
| braham and his believing Seed was and is yet 
in force, if the promiſe to be their God con - ¶ t 
tinues yet, as St. Peter affirms: For the pro- [ 

miſe is annexed to the Covenant, and the 


Covenant ſuppoſes a Command. And tho! the 
Seal was chang?d and Circumciſion gave place 
to Baptiſm by Chriſt's appointment, the for- 
mer Injunction, to enter our Children into 
Covenaat with God ſo ſoon, is aſmuch in force 
as the Commandment to keep the Sabbath Day 
lays an obligation upon us to obſerve the Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath inſtead of the Jewiſh, and to 
employ it in Acts of Religion and Piety, as the 
Jews did theirs. And for an Example of 
Infant Baptiſm in Scripture *tis plain to me 
that when the converted Gentiles came to 
be Baptized and preſelyted to Chriſt, they 
left not their Children behind, but all their 
- Family 
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Family, and whole Houſholds were alſo Bap- 
to tized, Act, 16. Is not this ſufficient Autho- 
er rity to obſerve the ſame practice in relation 
a: to our Infants and Families if we had not the 
«| approbation of our Lord Jeſus, as really we 
1 have in this Caſe. But why are Examples re- 
+ quired of Infant Baptiſm, in a Nation, that 
| conſtantly brought Infants to the Covenant of 
God, and were ſo well acquainted with his 
s, | pleaſure, to admit them at eight days old? 
i. if God never excluded them by any poſitive 
d. order from his new Covenant, *tis not pro- 
iz bable, their Parents would or ought to 
de keep them back. Therefore we may preſume 
upon the ſilence of the Holy Scripture, that 
the Privilege of Chriſtian Children under the 
Goſpel, was the ſame as under the Law in 
this Caſe. For that reaſon the many Exam- 
ples of the Old Teſtament may excuſe the 
want of Examples in the New. 

Again our Adverſaries falſely affirm ; That 
in Scripture we have neither Promiſe nor 
Threatning to enforce and oblige us to this 
Practice. In this they contradict St. Peter, in 
de his Sermon to the Converted Jews": For the 
| Promiſe Was made to us, and to our Children, and 
ji. % all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
o our God ſhall call. This Promiſe, upon our 
je Obedience to God's call, of the Remiſſion of 
of Sin, and to be our God and Redeemer, con- 
. cerns our Infants, as well as our ſelves. And 
o | the threatning of being cut off from our 
People, is yet in force under the Goſpel, in 
ir relation to Baptiſm, as well as under the Law 
in reſpect of Circumciſion. = They 


— _——— | ̃˙ ³—-— 


—_— — 0 
2 —— 
3 
* A 
* / / 
.* 


142 The Dangerous Errors 
They pretend that tis a Sin to add to God's 
Ordinance. But this Objection is Frivoloys 


and Groundleſs. Tis a greater Sin to rejet 


Chriſt's Gracious Invitation, to diſobey his 
Command, and keeping back our Infants from 


his Ordinance, as we ſhall ſee in the cloſe 
of this Diſcourſe. We neither add nor di- 
miniſh ; but obſerye the Order of our great 
Lord and Saviour in Baptizing Infants, ac- 
cording to his expreſs Command. — 

But ſay they; How can you call the Sprink- 
ling with Water, Baptiſm ! Whereas it ſigni- 
fies Dipping, To this Objection 1 have fully 


Anſwer'd, and made it appear in the Scrip- 


ture Language; That Baptiſm ſignifies Waſh- 
ing or Sprinkling. e 

This Objection therefore proceeds from Ig. 
norance; Firſt, of the true ſenſe of the 
Word in the Original Greek Baris, which 
being a kind of Diminutive of the Word 
Beale, to Dip, ſignifies a leſſer Waſhing in 
Water, not requiring ſo large a quantity, nor 
a total Immerſion, but a ſlighter Application 
of that Element. Neither in any paſſage of 
Scriptuxe doth Chriſt require Dipping, but 
Baptizing, which ſignifies not always Plung- 
ing, but Waſhing or Sprinkling. | 

Witneſs Euſebius in his third Book of Eccle- 


Faſt. Hiſtory, and the latter end of the 20 Chap 


ter, where they ſhall find a Penitent Thief 
that ſeem'd to be Baptized again with Tears, No 
man of ſenſe. will underſtand this expreſſion 
for to be dipped. or plunged, but to be ſprink- 
ed or bedewed with Tears. 
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rei Secondly their ignorance appears by miſ- 
wltaking and not underſtanding the eſſential 
part of this Ordinance, which as St. Paul in- 
fön forms, does conſiſt in the waſhing of water and 
the word, Eph. F. 26. In the waſhing of water, 
ſeſwhich is proper to repreſent the Blood of 
li: chriſt, and the Sanctification of our Souls, and. 
at cleanſing from ſin thereby, as our Bodies are pu- 
0 rified by Water. The word alſo is a material 
part of this Sacrament, the Miniſter's word 
ke repeating the Command of Chriſt,and applying 
u. it to the Child or Perſon. If there be any defect- 
for want of dipping, the Miniſter's word, when 
p- he ſays, J Baptixe thee in the name of the Father, 
*I. ſupplies that deficiency, if there be any: 
For the party is as truly Baptized with a ſmall 
5 quantity of water, as with a River, and that by 
he the hand of Chriſt's Miniſter; and I would 
have our Adverſaries to mind, that the Action 
of Baptizing is the Miniſter's Act, belongs to 
in him; and if there ſhould be any Omiſſion, it will 
or not be charg'd upon the Party Baptized. But 
uy there can be none, for we Baptize in the 
ok ſenſe of St. Paul, Heb. 9. 10. and in ſcrip- 
u ture Language, where we Sprinkle, as I have 
already proved. Therefore h groundleſs 
and ſcandalous our Adverſaries Accuſations in 
„this caſe are, do you judge. „„ 
„But we have much more reaſon to queſtion 
el the lawfulneſs of their dipping by the hands 
of thoſe who never received any Commiſſion 
from Chriſt for that purpoſe. It has always 
been judg'd a high preſumption for any Me- 
chanicks to invade the ſacred Function, or any 
"Part 
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part of it, without a Lawful Call from Go 
and Man. They- were both concerned in 
warranting Paul and Barnabas, to go ant 
Preach the Goſpel, Act, 13. 2. And ſuchob! 

Dippings have been looked upon by ſome u the 
idle, null, void, and frivolous, becauſe the Dip: ra: 
ers were no lawful Miniſters of Chriſt, and Ch 
never had any Commiſſion from our Maſter Re 
his Apoſtles, or their Succeſſors, to conferſſ tri 
ſo great a Bleſſing upon his People J bu 
_ Baptiſm for the remiſſion of Sin. Beſides, I he 
their manner of performing of it is very] da 
Scandalous. If they do or do not make uſe I ad 
of Chriſt's words and Command, to Baptize I im 
in the Name of the Holy Trinity, they are be 
worthy of blame. But when they omit that I th 
Form of words, and Baptize only in the name} it 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without any men- P! 
tion of the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, N 
we may except againſt ſuch a Baptiſm, 35 4 
not the Baptiſm of Chriſt, being not agreeable I © 
with that eſſential Part of the Ordinance. It. 
Suppoſe they miſunderſtand Acts 2. 38. and 
Acts 19. 5, Where it is affirmed of ſome, 
that were Baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. hich words are to be render- 
ed by the Authority, Commiſſion, or War: 
rant of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, mentioned 
Matth. 28. For thoſe words of Conſecratiol 
belong to the eſſential part of our Baptiſm, 
and were never omitted by any Orthodox 
Chriſtians in this Ordinance. 
'Tis commonly Obje&ed by our Adverſa- 
ries, thagyThis method. tends to render them 
ſecurt 
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Wſecure, and careleſs, when they come to Age, 


and to cauſe them to depend on their Infant 
Baptiſm for Salvation, without regarding the 
obligations enter'd into in their Names by 
their Sureties, and that it tends to encou- 
rage this Fancy, that they are made ſufficient 
Chriſtians by Baptiſm, without a ſubſequent 
Regeneration. I anſwer that this may be 
true in many ſenſual and debaucht minds: 
but this neglect, this miſtake and milappre- 
henſion of corrupt Men ought not to invali- 
date or diſannul Chriſt's Ordinance, or the 
adminiſtration of it. Neither are they more 
impious and careleſs of Religion and Duty, 
becauſe they were admitted to Baptiſm in 
their Infancy. This early reception is ſo far 
from being a cauſe of their profaneſs or im- 
piety, that it ought in reaſon to be a ſtrong 
Motive, to prevent wickedneſs, if they bad 
any ſenſe of the honour and privilege graut- 
ed to them fo ſoo n. Were there not amougſt 
the Jews Sous of Ballal received into Cove- 
nant with God 1s their Childhood? Was this 
ever pretended as 4 cauſe of their following 
wicked Lives? They were then bound to the 
lame Faith aud Obedience 25 we are in Bap- 
tiſm. But the true cauſes are the waut of a 
right uſe of ſo ſignal a favour allowed unto 
them in their Infancy; their violation of all 
natural aud federal Engagements to their 
God; their contempt of Religion and Piety; 
their ſuppreſſion of the fear and love of God 
in their Souls, and their abandoning them 

l?lves to the vices and wickedneſs of the Age, 
Without 


146 The Dangerous Errors | 
without any regard to the Power and juſtic 

of a Superior Being, not to their Duty a; 
Mien are Chriſtians. Some are carried away 
to their exceſfes by their Education, Indul- 

gence of Parents, and bad Company. Others 
are drawn into Sin by their own Choice, and 
violent Inclinations ; and moſt, notwithſtand- 
mg all the Admonitions, Advices and Cor- 
rections of Providence and all other outward 
means to render them better. 

Were the excellent orders of our Church 
obſerved by all its Members, which are now 
much neglected, through. the fooliſh fancies, 
that our Adverſaries buz in the ears of our 
People, we ſhould. not probably have ſo much 
cauſe to lament at the increaſe of wicked- 
neſs and prophaneſs, that reigns amongſt 
US. | + | | 
Were Godfathers and Godmothers diligent 
in adviſing and calling upon their Children 


according to their Charge; were Parents 


more careful. in their Edncation in the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtanity; were we all more mind- 
ful of their InſtruQion in the fundamentals of 
Faith and Piety; were all Baptized Perſons 
brought to Confirmation, and were this Office 
more univerſally perform'd, our Adverſa- 
Ties would have no cauſe to upbraid us with 
the Baptiſm of. ſo many prophane and wicked 
wretches. We owe much of the Impiety and 
Hereſies of the Age to the negligent Diſcharge 
of theſe Duties by the ſeveral Perſons that we 
have named. Es 
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f Confirmation. 


A ND now I have mentioned Confirmati- 
on, I cannot but fpeak a Word to that 
Ancient, Apoſtolick, and uſeful Practice in 
the Church, and wiſh the Univerſal Practice 
of it, as it was in uſe in the Primitive 
kB Times. ; Tx 
nl We read in the 8th Chapter of the Act,, 
When the Goſpel had been Preach'd to the 
ur Samaritans, after they had been Baptized by 
ch Philip, the Church of Feruſalem ſent unto 
d- them Peter, and John, to Confirm them in the 
t Faith. When they had Prayed and laid their 
HAands on them, the Holy Spirit approved this 
ut Action with an apparent Bleſſing from above; 
For they received the Holy Ghoſt, | 
ts This Religious Cuſtom - it feems was ob- 
1- ſerved after Baptiſm. The Chriſtian Profeſ- 
|. ſors were to appear before the Higheſt Order 
of of Men in the Church, and receive the Hea- 
ns venly Benediction from Chriſt's Miniſters by 
e the Impoſition of their Hands: Thus Acts 19. 
Ver. 5, 6. Certain Diſciples at Epheſus, when 
h they were Baptized in the Name of the Lord 
dB Jefus, that is, by bis Authority and Commiſſi- 
don, Paul, laid his Hands upon them, and they 
e ſpake with Tongues and Propheſied. The 
e laying or of Hands was no uſe in other Occa- 
ions, when Men deſigned to imprecate a. 
f Bleſfing upon the Party concerned. So A, M 
28. 
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28. 8. Paul at Melita laid his Hands on the 
Father of Publius, ſick with a Fever, and 
healed him. And 1 Tim. 4. 14. The ſame 
Apoſtle minds his Diſciple ; Neglect not the 
Gift, that is in thee, which was given thee 
by Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hand; 
of the Prsbytery. Thus the Prieſts and Le. 
vites under the Law, and Chriſt's Miniſters 
under the Goſpel are deputed to their Sacred 

Functions by that ſignificant Ceremony. In 
the like manner Chriſtian Profeſſors of riper 
Years in the Primitive Church were to be 
Confirmed in their Holy Faith, by the Impo- 
ſition of Hands of the Biſhop, after a Publick 
Declaration of their Faith; and taking upon 
them the Vows and Promiſes made in their 

Baptiſm for them by their Sureties. This 
Practice if religiouſly obſerv'd, tends to the 
Encouragement of Piety, and ſeveral good 
purpoſes. It tends to mind us of our En- 
gagements in Religion, and in the obſeryance 
of its principal Duties, and of the Honour 
done to us in our Infancy, of being admitted 
to Chriſt's Holy Profeſſion, and the Advanta- 
ges of it. It tends to a ſerious and hearty 
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Embracing of Chriſtianity, and living up to 0 
the purity of its Doctrines and Precepts. It x 


tends to the credit of the Miniſterial Functi- 
on, by diſcovering our dependance upon our 0 
Superiors in the Church, and that God con- | 
veys by them all his Spiritual Bleſſings to us. IH 
It tends to the benefit of the Parties Con- th 
firm'd, who receive the Advantage of the . 
Biſhop's and Congregations Prayers, and 
5 therefore 
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k ne to the Sacred Function. It tends alſo to 
neiſcharge thoſe Charitable Perſons, who pre- 
ented us to the Font from any Obligation laid 
pon them. In a Word, it tends to promote 
Religion and Piety, and the Reformation of 
anners. £ 

But theſe Advantages are not to be expe- 
ed from Confirmation, without a more pub- 
ick, more ſolemn, and an univerſal practice 
ff this Religious Cuſtom, and a more regular, 
liligent, and ſerious obeſervation of it. 


8 8 ———_— a ——— ET 


The Miſchiefs of Anabaptiſm. 


Come now to the laſt Diviſion of this Diſ- 
courſe : To examine the pernicious Con- 
ſequences, and the Miſchiefs that our Anti- 
pedobaptiſts draw upon themfelves and Chil- 
dren, by refuſing to them Baptiſm, or by being 
Dipped or Baptized again. 5:0 
There is nothing that God hath appointed 
in his Church, but is of uſe; and our ſubmiſ- 
lon, obedience, and practice infallibly draws 
a Bleſſing upon us. But to vary from the Di- 
vine Orders, or to deſpiſe or neglect, what 
God in his Wiſdom hath thought fit to com- 
mand, is an Affront to his Authority, and an 
. Hainous Crime. As we have therefore proved 
e the Baptiſm of Infants by Scripture and Rea- 
d lon to be an Inſtitution of Chriſt, and the 
= Ordinance 


gere fore increaſes the Reverence and reſpe&t' - 
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Ordinance of this Bleſſed Redeemer, our Aug 
baptiſts are guilty of the Breach of this Dj 
vine Law, by refuſing Baptiſm to their Chi 
dren. But their Wickedneſs will more plait 

ly appear in this their wilful Obſtinacy a 
Error, by weighing theſe Circumſtances a 
Aggravations of their Crime. 


Firſt, their Hereſy is a Contempt of Chri 
of his Authority and Wiſdom, and a Rebell 
on againſt his expreſs Order. For as he con 
mands the Children to be brought to him; fo 
bids us to keep them back; judges them fit fi 
his Covenant and Kingdom; orders them tohi 
Dedicated to his Honour and Service fron 
their Infancy, as we have made it appear; 
certainly the Diſobedience of our Anaby 
tiſts in this Caſe, is a grievous A front to ou 
Bleſſed Saviour, a deſpiſing of his Authorin 
and Dominion in his Church. 
Tis to take from him his -Scepter a 


Power, in the Government of his Pes 


ple. + | 
n *Tis to uſurp upon his Regality and Sort 
reignty. 3 | „ 
Tis to deſpiſe his Wiſdom and Judgment 
and exclude out of his Kingdom thoſe whor 
he eſteems fit to be admitte. 

This Error undervalues the Holy Spiri 
of God, it's Efficacy and Power, by conceil 


ing it unablæto beſtow its Bleſſings and Spit ul 


tual Gifts, upon Infants Souls, in the Ord 
nance of Baptiſm, tho' 'tis engaged by pre 
miſe. For if our Adverſar ies wg by 


Mſuided that this inward Agent often works 


cleanſeth them from Original Guilt and de- 
filements in this Inſtitution, as really it does, 
probably they would not be fo averſe to it. 


But unleſs we imagine, that our wiſe God 


T hath appointed this Sacrament in his Church 
Win vain and in Jeſt, which would be an horrid 
mpiety to think and a Blaſphemy to ſpeak, we 
muſt believe, that what is repreſented to 
our outward ſenſes is ated and effected in- 
wardly in the Souls of the Baptized. As it is 
appointed for the remiſſion of ſins, we have 
reaſon to be perſuaded that tis truly and really 
obtain*d, by our obedient and devant offering 


ed to it, to be their God and Redeemer. 


the Child in his Arms, receives it into the 
Congregation of the faithful, applies to it the 
W5cal of the Covenant, and dedicates it to the 


to Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Privileges that 
belong to it, and that this Ordinance by the 
0 power and mercy of God will be effectual 
and anſwer the Ends, for which it is ap- 
pointed. 3 N 
en Our Adverſaries are guilty of a grievous un- 
juſtice and cruelty, to deprive their Infants 
of thoſe Church Privileges, which are ſo va- 


welfare, and to ſhut * out of the Church 


And when the Miniſter in Chiſt's name takes 


Holy Trinity, we have good cauſe to judge, 
that our Infants from thenceforth are intitled 


luable that thereupon depend their eternal 
and 
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upon the Souls of Children, ſanctifies and 


Wup of our Infants to Chriſt in this Ordinance, 
and by the mercy and promiſe of God annex- 
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and the Communion of Saints, as unworth 
and incapable to be Members. This proceed 
ng is a conjunction of impiety, rebellion, un 
juſtice, and uncharitableneſs, thus to thru 
out of Chriſt's Church thoſe whom he admi 
Let Parents poiſoned with theſe pernicio 
and erroneous Principles look to anſwer to G0 
for ſo great a wrong done to their innocen 
Babes, whom he hath committed to them, . 
mind the welfare of their ſouls, as well as 
their Bodies, and to provide for their futyy 
State, as well as for the preſent. And as 
Nature they are children of wrath, and gul 
ty of Original Sin, what remedy can the 
* to ſave their Souls, if they die in li 
ancy ? Tis certain, unleſs they be parta 
ers of the Redemption of Chriſt, they can 
not be ſaved. And unleſs this Original Si 
be pardoned and they received into the F 4, 
vour of God no Salvation can be expected. 
Is it not a barbarous cruelty, to keep ou 
Children, our poor innocent Babes from tha 
Ordinance appointed in the Church to rei 
the imperfections of nature, with which the 
come into the world, to enter them into Co 
venant with their God and Maker, to intitl 
them to the Salvation of Chriſt, and obtal 
for them the mercy and favour of their God 
Without Baptiſm this Ordinance of Chril 
theſe Advantages are not to be expected, an 
Parents have no aſſurance of the Salyation( 


tie Souls of their Children without it. 

t ierctore by their neglect and contempt 

God's Ordinance, they ſhowld be guilty ! 
e 5 


LS 
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their Damnation, as it is juſtly to be feared, 
and without an extraordinary mercy of God is 
unqueſtionable, how cruel and inhumane muſt 
ſuch Parents be? In this caſe they are the 
murderers of the Souls of their Children, and 
muſt anſwer it one day at the Great Tribu- 
nal. Has God given them Infants to caſt them 
away into Eternal Miſery? Has he granted to 
them the means to ſave them, and is it reaſonable 
that they ſhould ſcorn and undervalue it? I be- 
ſeech theſe men, if they have any ſenſe and ten- 
"FF derneſs for their Babes, to conſider their Condi- 
tion, and the Conſequence of their contempt and 
neglect of Chriſt'sOrdinance. Let them conſider 
what a grievous offence and prejudice is done 
all to them, and weigh our Saviour's words, Matth. 
18. 10. Tale heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe 
little ones; for I ſay unto you, that in heaven their 
Angels do always behold the Face of my Father; 
or the Son of man is come to ſave that which was 
Rf. Take notice what an eſteem Chriſt and his 
Holy Angels have of our Infants. He is come 
Auto ſave them, and their Guardian Spirits are 
Ito take care of their preſervation and ſafety. 
herefore to offend them in ſo excellent a 
Part and weighty a.concern as their Salvation, 
o withdraw them from the protection of 
theſe Bleſſed Spirits of their Souls; Better, 
ith our Holy Jeſus, That a milſtone were hanged 
about his neck that offends, and that he were thrown 
* the depth of the Sea. Chriſt puts a value upon 
Fic Souls of Infants, as well as of Men. They 
re equally related to himand Gd. 
. For their ſakes he has laid down his Life, 
hei 
| | G 2 aad 


be. 
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e purpoſe of his Redemption of Mankind, 
d loſe none given to him by the Father ? 
Whildren born of ſuch cruel Parents have rea- 
dn to curſe them, if through their miſtakes 
Wicy are ſhut out of Chriſt's Kingdom, and 
eprived of the benefits of the Death of Chriſt 
f which we can have no aſſurance, that they 
Dre to be partakers without Baptiſm. Let 
ur Adverſaries lay theſe reaſons ſeriouſly to 
eart, and look to what danger they expoſe 
hemſelves and Children by their erroneous 
crupuloſity, in denying to them that Liberty 
Ind Privilege, granted to them by their Re- 
Weemer. If there were any other way, that 
Whey could propoſe of giving them a ſhare 
ind right in the Redemption of Chriſt, they 
night be in ſome meaſure more excuſable: 
But neither they nor any perfon elfe can in- 
orm usof any other method but this approved 
It by God for the remiſſion ot 31n, and to be 
Witcr'd into Covenant with him. Had they 
Father ſuffer their Children to die in a ſtate 
of Nature, than in State of Grace ? *Tis 19 
Prudence to hazzard their Salvation upon the 


haptiim till years of diſcretion. 

= \/-< dare appeal, and refer our Cauſe in 
diſpute to any indifferent Judges to deter- 
mine, which of us act with the greateſt Rea- 


miſtaken places of Scripture keep their Chil- 


dntrary to his Intereſt here on Earth, and 


mcertainty of their Lives, and to delay their 


ſon and Prudence. They who upon ſome 


dren from Chriſt's Ordinance of Baprtiſin, 
deny them a right to the Covenant of God, 
2. exclude 
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exclude them from all the means of Salvation 


and pardon of ſin warranted by God, and. 


_ endanger their eternal Salvation by this Con- 
tempt of God and Chriſt, and his holy Spirit: 
Or we, who in obedience to Chriſt's order 


and Invitation, offer up our Children betimes 
to the holy Trinity, enter them into the Co- 
venant of Grace and mercy, and put them 


into a State of Salvation, leaving them after- 
wards to the gracious diſpoſal of their 
Great and univerſal Saviour? Certainly no 
reaſonable Perſon can condema us for our offi- 
ciouſneſs, for our obedience to God, our ſub- 
miſſion to his Wiſdom, our compliance with 
his Ordinance, our Love to our Children, 
our Faith in his promiſes, expectation of his 
Mercy, and for our proceedings, that are ſo 
juit, regular, and reaſonable, and ſo agreea- 
ble with his holy Word, and the Practices 
of his Churches and people of all Ages and 
Nations. | 5 
But if their opinion and practices are con- 
trary to the will and word of God, as we 
have proved, certainly their Error is moſt per- 
nicious and dangerous to themſelves, prejudi- 
clal to the Honour and Intereſt of God and 
Chriſt, and deſtructive to the Souls of their 
harmleſs Babes. 


— 
= 


UT theſe men are not contented to de- 

prive their Infants of Baptiſm, but re- 
baptize all thoſe whom they draw into their 
pernicious Sect, and in this they are guilty of 
another Crime. The evil Conſequence of it I 
muſt here examine. . | 


 Rebaptization was praiſed by the Dona- 
tifts and other Hereticks, but condemn'd by 
orthodox Chriſtians, who were ot opinion, 


that the Baptiſm of Sectaries in Chriſt's form 


of words was ſufficient and valid. But theſe 
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men having out of a mortal hatred againſt us 


renounced all Commu:ion with our Church 
as thoſe erroneous People had with the Catho- 


licks of thoſe days, will not admit any into 


their Society, without being Baptized again. 
Their pretence is, that there can be no true 
Baptiſm without Dipping; whereas we have 
proved. the contrary from St. Paws words 
to the Hevrews, where he names divers 
Sprinklings, divers Baptiſins, Heb. 9. 10. 


Tho' it may have been the cuſtom of the 


Ancients in hotter Countries to dip, they 


could not dip thoſe who being ſick were Bap- 
ticed in their Death beds at their requeſt be- 


tore their departure, as we can prove many 
of them were. And Euſebius relates of No- 
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128 The Dangerous Errors 
vatus, that he was Baptized in his Bed, but 
neglected after his recovery to be Confirm'( 
by the Biſhop according to the Canon. 

Now as the Baptiſm of our Church is law: 
ful and rightly per form'd by Chriſt's Com- 
miſſioned Miniſters, and in a due order, they 

who offer to rebaptize, and they who ſubmit 
to ſuch a wicked Perſuaſion are worthy d 
Blame, and ac contrary to the Holy Scripture, 
that tells us that there is but one Baptiſm, 
by which they have been received into Cd- 
venant with God. By this repetition they 
declare their firſt void, they renounce their 
rſt Faith, they deſpiſe the bleſſings and mer- 
cies there received, they are thereby a kind 
of Apoſtates from Chriſt and his Church. | 
would have them underſtand the evil Con- 
ſequence of this erroneous, and wickedPractice, 
I ſay, they deny their firſt Baptiſm, by which 
they were admitted into the Communion of 
Chriſt's Diſciples, to be Baptized again into 
the Sect of the Anabaptiſts. 

Their new Baptiſm or dipping is not into 
Chriſt's Church, nor for the remiſſion of ſing, 
but into that pernicious and ſeparate Party 
of Men and Seca, whoſe Errors and Intereſt 
they eſpouſe by.this Act. They thereby de- 
clare their belief of, and engagement with 
them in their Hereſy, and forſake all Commu- 
nion with their former Brethren, and witi 
that Church that made them Chriſtians in 
their Infancy. „ 
The primitive and orthodox Fathers were 
ſo averſe to a Rebaptization, that upon the ad- 
| mitting 
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mitting into the Church again a lapſed Peni- 
tent, who had by falling into Idolatry for- 


feited all the advantages of his firſt Baptiſm, * 


they would by no means ſuffer it to he. reite- 
rated, but branded that Act with the Title of 


Hereſy. Therefore Dionyſius B. of Alexan- 
dria writing to Xyſtus B. of Rome, Euſeb. Lib. 
7. Chap. 8. Diſallows any ſuch Practice, tho? 
the firſt Baptiſm was not adminiſtred in that 


right order appointed by Chriſt to the Satiſ- 


faction of the Party concern'd, as coming from 


the hands of Schifmaticks. a | 
And it is obſerved, that theſe Proſelytes 


thus deluded by the Anabaptiſts into their 
Sect, harbour a deadly hatred againſt us, Gur 


Profeſſion and Devotions, by which the Devil 


blinds their Judgment, preſerves them in his 


Intereſt, governs their Wills, and . hinders 


them from hearkning to Reafon and Scripture 
tho? never ſo plain,againſt their Miſtakes and 


Proceedings. This is certainly a Temper the 


moſt dangerous in a Chriſtian, and a diſpo- 
ſition of mind next to that of the Reprobates, 


and the poſſeſſed with evil Spirits. So that 
obſtinacy in their perſuaſion is natural to 
them. And without a wonderful Grace and 
working of the Spirit of God, they can- 
not perceive the danger they are in, nor the 
Errors of their Party, to return to a ſoberet 
Mind. This renders their Repentance more 
difficult, and their Conviction a harder Task. 
For their prejudiced Judgments will ſuffer no 
contradiction, nor Truth, that oppoſes their 
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Sect into which they have been dipped. This 
3 makes. 


J 
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ma kes them ſo ſtiff in their Separation from u 
with whom they are not ſuffer d by their Lea. 
ders to Joyn in the publick Service of God, 
as if our Prayers and Worſhip of God were ſin- 
ful. How ſtrangely. are theſe people delud- 
ed and perſwaded into Divifion ? which is cor- N 
trary to the Intereſt and Deſign of Chriſt 
in our Redemption, and of Chriſtanity. W. 
And ſome there are of the presbyteriauſ pe 
Perſwaſion, who agree with us in the funda- T. 
mentals of Religion, and whodiffer inno mat- 
ter of great conſequence, yet theſe we ſee pol 
ſeſſed with fuch prejudices,that they will rather an 
joyn in Communion with this pernicious Sed D. 
than with the Members of the. Church of W 
England. By this practice they plainly de- Cl 
clare themſelves our publick Enemies, the an 
diſcover their inward Averſion to us, and 75 
countenance the pernicious Error of the Ana 4 
baptiſts by ſuch an Union, rendring them A. 


ſelves guilty of their Hereſy before God. And th 
' oftimes it happens, that by ſuch an aſſociation} T. 
they become infected with the ſame unſoun ou 
Principles, and evil diſpoſition of mind. ſes 
What opinion had the Ancients of ſuch i ſee: 
divided from the Church? How hainous in theiſ en 
Eye was the Crime of Schiſm ? Let us read h. 
Letter of Dyoniſius Biſhop of Alexandria to M 
vatus, who had made a Schiſm in the Church! | 
Rome, mentioned by Euſebius, There we ſhall La 
find him charging him with a grievous Sin] and 
Whereas our People are not ſenſible of ti} rec 
Danger and Evil of Separation: r01 


Seaſonal! 


—— 


| Seaſonabe TRUTHS. 
o to prevent this Miſchief ſo deſtru- 


ctive to the Souls of the Unadviſed, I 
would have all true and ſincere Chriſtians be 


perſwaded, and entertain the following 


Truths as Orthodox. | 


Firſt, That an Union and Communion with 


an Eſtabliſh'd Church, neither Erroneous in 
Doctrine nor Superſtitious in the preſcribed 
Worſnip, is the Duty of every Diſciple of 
Chriſt, to anſwer the End of our Redemption, 
and to comply with our Saviour's Prayer; 
That they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, 
and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us. 
And we are commanded to endeavour to keep 
| the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
To be all of one Mind in Religion and religi- 
ous Worſhip. To this purpote St. Paul advi- 
ſes the Romans, Chap. 16. Ver. 17. Now I be- 


ons and Offences, contrary to the Dottrine which ye 
have learned, and avoid them. 


Secondly, That the Church of Englund by 
Law Eſtabliſh'd, is a true Church of Chriſt, 
and has all the Characters and Qualifications 
required for that purpoſe. Tis neither Er- 
roneous in Doctrine, nor Superſtitious in the 
preſcribed Worſhip. It aims in all its an- 

G ons 
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ſeech you Brethren, mark them which cauſe Diviſi- 
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Mixture of humane Traditions, and the 


And judges it unlawful to add to, or diminiſ 


the Goſpel and Adminiſter the Holy Sacra of 
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ctions at the Glory of God, and the Edificſ wh 


tion and Salvation of Souls. It hath tha 
Word of God purely Preaeh'd, without an for 


Sacraments duly Adminiſtred, according tc 


Chriſt's Appointment. It recommends to u the 
no other Rule of Faith, but the Sacred Wii tt 
tings of God's Prophets and Chriſt's Apoſtle; 1. 


from thoſe Articles there contained, an Fu 


which we are commanded to embrace, as pro = 

_ ceeding from God. ob 610 
Tirdiy, That ſuch a Church being a truf} = 
Member of the Catholick Church of Chriſt to 
., Whoever ſeparates from it, and renounces a 2 


Communion with it, is to be reckoned as RI 
Deſerter of the Univerſal Church and d tr. 
Chriſt, who is the Founder of it, and mull an 
expect to be treated ſo at the laſt Day witt- pa 
out Repentance. mi 


Fourthly, That Chriſt hath Commiſſione! 


ſuch Agents and Miniſters in his Church, who 


have Authority, and none but they, to Preach ni. 


ments. 
Theſe were the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Pa- Al 


ſtors and Teachers, whom God gave to the b) 


Primitive Church, for the per ſecting of the Saint 

for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of tht EF 
Body of Chrift, Eph. 4. 11, 12. And in theſ 4 
following Ages, their Succeſfors were the Bi- <0 


| ops, Presbyters and Miniſters ob the Church, $1 


- wh 
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a Call from God, and the Ordination of Men, 
for the great Work of Saving Souls: 


Fi fthly, That the Biſhops and Presbyters of 


the Church of England, are the Followers and 
true Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, in refpe& of 
their Authority derived to them from Chriſt 


and God the Father, and in reſpect of their 
Function inPreaching the true Doctrine of the 


Goſpel, whatever lovers of Novelty, and o- 
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who as Paul and Barnabas, were ſeparated by 


—— 


ther diſaffected Perſons may falſely and mali- 


ciouſly Surmiſe to the contrary. . 


Sirtliy, That all other Perſons who pretend 


to the Miniſtry of their own accord, without 


a Lawfut Ordination and Approhation of the 


Rulers and Teachers of the Church, are In- 


traders and Uſurpers of the Sacred Function, 


and cannot expect Chrift's Bleſſing to accom- 


pany their Endeayonrs, which he hath pro- 


mifed to his Miniſters in the Ditcharge of 


heir Duty. 


Seventhly, That Chriſt | always ſends us to 
nis own Agents in his Church to be informed 
of his Will, and to receive from them thoſe 
Spiritual Benefits, that he hath annexed to 
his Ordinances, and which he conveys unto us 


by their means. 


Thus ke ſent Saul, newly Converted, to be | 


Tutored and Baptized by Anamas, Acts. 9. 


And Cornelius When viſited by an Angel, was 
commanded to ſend for Simon Peter to be in- 
ſtrueted in the Faith. That Heavenly Being 

would 


would not offer nor preſume to act in that 


4 * * —_— 
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Office, that belong'd only to Chriſt's Commi 
ſtoned Miniſters and Servants. | 


Eighthly, Therefore; That *tis not ſafe to 
bring our Children to be Baptized by, or to 


receive the Ordinances of God from Mecha-; 


nick Hands, who were never empower'd by 
God or Chriſt to ſerve in his Church, and ne- 
ver had any Aſſurance or Promiſe of his 
Bleſſing, ö 


Ninthly, That all Diviſions amongſt Chri 
ſtian Profeſſors are contrary to the Word of 
God, deſtructive to the Souls of Men, encou- 
ragers of Error and Vice, and fomenters of 
Emulation, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, Ha- 
tred, Envy and Malice, which render Men 

unfit for the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
therefore all encouragers and cauſers of Divi- 
ſion and Separation, are guilty of a Damna- 
ble Sin, and without Repentance cannot be 
Saved: | 


Tenthly, That it is a great Indiſcretion and 
want of Prudence, for Men or Women light- 
1y-to forſake a Communion with a Church, 
wherein they were Baptized, upon the falſe 
Surmifes or groundleſs Accufations of its Ene- 

mies, or. for the weakneſſes and miſcarriages 
of its Profeſſors or Miniſters, that will never 
be charg'd upon them by our great Lord. 


 Eleventhly, That as true Religion, and 1 
ſincere Prefeſſion of it is a matter of the 
Higheſt Importance, becauſę thereupon * 

e pen 
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pends the Salvation of our Immortal Souls, 
and their Eternal Welfare, it concerns every 
one to obſerve our Redeemer's Rule and Can - 
tion, To take heed that no Mau deceive us, or 
draw us into a good Opinion of their Miſtakes 


by a form of Godlineſs, or by the juſt and 
honeſt Dealings of Men, who labour to inſi 


nuate them by that Subtilt. : 
Txelthly, That we ſhould all be more in 


love with Truth, than with Seas and Parties, 


and willingly embrace it, when it comes to us 
with the Divine Authority of Holy Scripture, 


and never to maintain Error with Obſtinacy, 


for fear of the Judgment threatned- againſt 
them, whom God delivers over to a ſtrange 
Spirit of Deluſion to believe a lye, becauſe 
they were not Lovers of the Truth, that 
they might be ſaved. Therefore the leaſt Er- 
ror wilfully and pertinaciouſly maintain'd is 
of a dangerous.conſequence to the Salvation 
of Souls. N 
 Thirteenthly, And that this Error in 
queſtion between us and our Adverſaries 
may juſtly be Nam'd an Hereſy, for theſe 
Reaſons. 8 . 

Firſt, Becauſe tis repugnant to the exprefs 
Word of God, as we have made it appear, 
and in a matter of the greateſt Conſequence, 


where the Salvation of fo many Infants Souls 


is in danger, by denying them the remedy 
appointed by God, for the remiſſion of origi- 
nal Sin. | 
Secondly, becauſe it ſtrikes at the goodneſs 
and mercy of God, in denying the Seal of Res 
1 Ss demption 
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demption to our Children, and in debarrin 
them of that remedy that is allowed toothers, 
Thirdly, Becauſe by a rebaptization the 
contradict that Article of the Nicene Creed 
wherein we profeſs to believe One Baptiſm i 0 f 
the remiſſion of fins. Therefore we are not . 
look upon thisSeQ as a tolerablePerſuaſion,but 
as one of the moſt pernicious amongſt us, ſec 
ing it tends to the deſtruction of ſo many po N 
Souls, by excluding them from the Church 
and Covenant of Grace. E | 
And as a pertinacious Will is required a the 
well as an erroneous Judgment to make a com. I ſucl 
pleat Hereſy and Heretick, we find in mot) 
of our Adverſaries a wilful ſtubborneſs in op- mot 
poſing Truth, and a prophane Scoffing at this rect 
Holy Ordinance, and the mean appearance Na 
of it to our Senſes: How dangerous ſuch He- tha 
reſies are, you may underſtand by St. Pauli Cat 
Cor. 11. 19. For there muſt be alſo Here ſies 4. Jo 
mong you, that they which are approved may b: 
manifeſt. Amongft the deeds of the fleſh, which the) 
inc apacit ate us for the Kingdom of God the ſamt the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of Strife, Sedetions, Hereſies. Like t 
wiſe St. Peter 2 Ep. 2 Chap. 1. Tells us that ther 
ſhall be falſe Teachers, who privily ſhall bring in I tre 
Damnable Hereſies, &c. Let men therefore * 
look, how they give ear to ſuch ſeducing ll '© 
Spirits, as draw them from the Profeſſion of iſ ©" 
the Truth to liſten to Satanical Deluſions. Let Ci 
them take heed how they are carried about of 
with every wind of Doctrine, Truſting upon Fi 
the ſubtil Relations and Accounts of other 51 
Men, or the apparent Sanctity of their Lives ** 
8 — 
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or the Devil often appears in the Garb of 


Wn Angel of Light, and diſguiſes himſelf in ſe- 
eral forms to ſurpriſe and decetve us. 


E 


07 the Authority of Miniſters in the 
1 CHURCH. 


OW I would have our People rightly 
ML Y underſtand the Importance, Neceſſity 
Wand Power of the Miniſterial Function, and 
the benefits they may expect to receive from 
Mſuch only as are rightly ordain'd ; that they 
may know how to value and eſteem them 
more than they do. Chriſt's Commiſſion is di- 
Wrcted to them only to go and Diſciple all 
Nations; not to every impudent Fellow, 
hat preſumes to teach without any qualifi- f 
cation, or lawful call. To this purpoſe are 
St. Paul's Queſtions Rom. 10. 14, 15. How ſhall | 
e) hear without a Preacher? And how ſhall 
hey Preach except they be ſent ? It is needful that 
there be a Miſſion from God, id an approba- 
tion of men to execute in a right and ordina- 
ry Method the Miniſterial Function; for ex- 
traordinaries are not to be allowed without 
Miracles; and theſe only can expect the hea- 
venly bleſſing upon their endeavours, they " 
only being lawfully authoriſed. And to theſe 1 
Chriſt promiſes to be with them unto the end 
of the world, in bleſſing and protecting their 
Function and perſons. To theſe only Chriſt 
grants the power of miniſterial Abſolution of 
binding and looſing, Mat. 18. 18. Whatſoever 


ye 4 
— 
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yr ſhall bind on earth ſhall be bound in Heaven, and 
whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth ſhall be looſed in 
Heaven, I would inquire from any perſon of 
ſenſe and reaſon, whether this power granted 


only to the Miniſterial Function by Chriſt, ſig- 


nifies not an Authority put into their hands 
more than into the reſt of Chriſtians ? If ſo, 


then ſuch deprive themſelves of thoſe Spiri- 
tual Advantages, which they may expect! 
who live and continue under their Miniſtry; 


by forſaking their Communion, to adhere 
to perſons of neither Calling nor Abilities, 


Now what thoſe Advantages are, we may 
underſtand from the words of Chriſt in the 
former Text and in others; that their bind- 


- Ing and looſing here on Earth ſhall be con- 


firmed in Heaven. By which promiſe of If 
looſing, our Saviour engages to allow of and 
ratify their Minifterial Abſolutions of Sin, 


for the encouragement of the Faith of his 
People, and for the comfort of their Minds: 


And of binding; he diſcovers: the dreadful 


Condition of ſuch as are out of their Commu- 


nion, or Delivered over to Satan, and go- 


verned by his wicked Spirits of error or vice, 


which altogether poſſeſs and Influence them. 


This power is greater than our people imagine, 
and is for the encouragement of the faithful 
and obedient, and for the Terror of thoſe that 
reject them; for ſuch need no Excommunicati- 
on, they bind and excommunicate themſelves, 
and incur Chriſt's Doom pronounced againſt 
them, Matth.10.14,15. Whoſoever ſhall not receive 
you, nor hear your words, verily I ſay unto you, it 
| 4 
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ball be more tolerable ſor the Land of Sodom and Go- 
norrab in the day of Judgement, than for that City. 
ow if this was ſpoken of ſuch as were In- 
dels, who would not admit the preaching of 
hriſt's Miniſters, nor receive their Meſſage; 
ow much more hainous is their Crime, 
ho having been of their Church, deſert and 
forfake them, and wilfully and obſtinately 
Fefuſe their Miniſtry, whom Chriſt ſends to 
hem to inſtru& them in the way of Salvation? 
And Luke 10.16. Chriſt expreſly declares to i 
his Miniſters : He that Deſpiſeth you, Deſpiſesh | 
ſe; and he that Deſpiſeth me, Deſpiſeth him that jp 
Wert me. Tis no light affront to God andChriſt 
Ito Deſpiſe theſe Embaſſadors appointed, theſe 
Stewards of his Myſteries appointed to 
gave our Souls: Tis unqueſtionable that the 
are guilty of this Sin, who break off all Com- 
Imunion with them, and joyn with Error and | 
Schiſm. Now when any Embaſſadors come 
to any Prince or People, they are never ad- | 
mitted, tell they produce their Credentials. 
from him, who ſends them. What Creden- 
tlals have ſuch Men as the Anabaptiſts com- 
monly allow amongſt them to Teach? Men ot. 
all Trades and Employments; BUTCHERS, 
TALLOW - CHAN DLERS, PEDLERS, 
IINKERS, TAYLORS, TINMEN, &c.. 
What Authority have they to adminiſter the 
dacraments and to Preach in God's Name 
to the People? Whereas he declares, Jeremi- 
ah, 14. 14. That he ſent them not, neither 
commanded them, nor Spake unto them; and 
at ſuch Men of Erroneous Principles, e 9 
> Re | 
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fy Lies, a falſe Viſion and Divination, and What 
thing of nought, and the deceit of their Hean ort 
And Jerem. 23.21. I have not ſent theſe Pri. Mea 
phets, yet they ran. I have not ſpoken to then Ton 
yet they Propheſied, And Verſ. 32, Behold Ian ry! 
againſt them that propheſy falſe Dreams, ſaitb A muſt 
the Lord, and do tell them, and cauſe my Peopl Iden 
to Err by their Lies, and by their Lightneſs ; yn Wadhi 
I ſent them not, nor Commanded them; therefore Nreaſ 
they ſhall not profit this People at all, ſaith thi pra: 
Lord. And St. Paul ſpeaks of ſuch fort of lmay 
Men, 1 Tim. 1. 5, 6, 7. Now the end of nds 
the Commandment is Charity out of a pure heart, Te 
and of a good Conſcience, and of faith unfeigned gun 
From which ſome having ſwerved, have turned 4. Hof 
ſide unto vain Fangling; Deſiring to be Teacher: the 
of the Law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, and 
nor whereof they affirm. So 2 Tim. 4. 3, 4. The Nons 
ſame Apoſtle foretells of theſe times and of _ 
theſe Sectaries. The time will come when they wil 
not endure Sound Doctrine, but after their m A 
Its ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, having 
itehing Ears. And they ſhall turn away thei 
Ears from the Truth, and ſhall be turned unto Fa- 
Les, Pray let my deluded Neighbours con- 
ſider theſe Propheſies of St. Paul, and examine 
how well they deſcribe theſe unhappy Times, 
and theſe miſtaken People of the Anabaptiſts, 
who will not liſten to any thing that contra - 0, 
dicts their Erroneous Principles, but heap to 
themſelves Teachers of their own Election and I yn 
choice, not of God's. And what credit is it I mi 
for men ot ſenſe and Reaſon, for Chriſtians I wh! 
to run after ſuch Mechanick Fellows, and 8 
et 
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et them up for Teachers ? I dare fay of ſome | 
hat they underſtand not their Catechiſms, F 
nor the Grounds of Religion. Whether their 
Hearers can be the better for their Cants, 
rones, and Grimaces, and their Ordina- 
ry Nonſenſe, let any Perſon judge. Men 
muſt be ſtrangely in love with Diviſion, and 
deny themſelves the uſe of their Reaſon, to 
adhere to and entertain ſuch extravagant, un- 
reaſonable and deluded Teachers. Therefore! 
pray God that every one that reads theſeSheets, 
may ſeriouſly conſider, and without prejudice 
judge what I have plainly ſet down, ard the 
Texts of Holy Scripture, the Truths and Ar- 
guments I recommend unto them in the Name 
of that Bleſſed Lord God, who ſhall jadge 
them at the great day of the General Aſſizes, 
and reward unto us all according to our Acti- 
ons, Belief and Proceedings. Amen. 


* 


4 Meditation and Prayer for the 
Chriſtian Reader, after the Peru- 
ſal of this Controverſy. 


JF the holy Scriptures are to be the Rule of my 
Faith and Practice, I will inquire from them, 
what courſe to take in this caſe, and with what Party. 
to j yn. It ſ:ems both bring Scriprare to ſupport their 
Opinions, But I cannot think theſe writings tba 
come from God do contradict themſelves, if rightly } 
underftood. I am therefore to examine where the | 
miſtake lies and which perſwaſion agrees beft with 

the divine Oracles, MTS I TR 


* 
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derſtood fromthe reaſon that he gives, For of ſuchi 
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L read of Chrift's kindneſs and favour for, and | 
vitation of young Infants to come unto him, and} 
.expreſs order not to forbid them. Tho the Baptl 
will not underſtand theſe words as any precept if 
Authority for the Baptizing of Infants ; I find iff 

Chriſtian Interpreters of all Ages and Nations, ail 
the Churches of Chrift to be of a contrary Judgmei 
They commonly quote this paffage to juſtifle th 
Baptiſm of Children: Now whoſe Opinion have. 
moſt reaſon to follow, of this ſeparate Party, or of 4 
the Learned Men of all Ages ?Suppole the meaning 
Chrift were obſcure and not intelligible to ordina 
Capacities, Bur I judge Chriſt's purpoſe is to be ut 


the Kingdom of God. It ſeems to me, that it is ſuch! 
Coming that he intends, whereby they are to be mad 
partakers of the Kingdom of God. How can we den 
them an Entrance into his Kingdom; which our bl: 
fed Saviour appropriates to them in that tender Age 
And doubtleſs without this Coming to Chrift, at 
partaking of the Ordinance of Baptiſm, the ordinan 
we dee appointed by God into his Kingdom 
none can be a Member of it, or come to Chriſt non 
he is aſcended into Heaven. Shall I, that am a Fathes 

_ exclude them and keep them back from this Entranc 
into God's Covenant ? I cannot think that they are in! 
worſe Condition under the Goſpel, than theJewiſh Chil-W 
dren were under the Law. Tbeſe were by Circumciſio 
introduc d into covenant with their God, promiſed hi 
favour and bleſſings, and by conſequence pardon d their 
Original tranſgreſſion. And as I am fully perſwaded, 
and have great reaſon for it, that Baptiſm ſucceeds u 
Chriſt's Church to Circumcifon, to the intent and 
purpoſe of it, and to the ſame Benefits, that were 
thereby confer d, ſha:l I debar my Children from 
theſe Spiritual Advantages, which God ſo freely of ſl. ,* 
fers them in ſo cheap and eaſy an Ordinance ? Bu 
as my Saviour tells me; that Except any Perſon u 
born of Water Sc. he cannot onter into the Kingin 


* 
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of Ged ; I find an abſolute neceſſity laid upon me to 


WBaptize my Children, if I will bave them enter into 
WCbriſt's Kingdom. Shall I be ſo inhuman to m 


poor Babes co ſhut them out when God Commands 


me to bring them in, and upon ſuch ay Terms ? What 
aſſurance have I of his aceeptance of 


way but this? Shall I by my Contempt of God's Or- 
dinance, or miftruſting the Power and Goodneſs of 


God, or the Truth of his Promiſe of pardon of fin, en- 


danger the Salvation of my Child? God forbid, I 
have examin'd all the Reaſons. of the Baptiſts, and the 
Texts of Scripture, which they bring againft Infant 
Bapriſm; bur I find they apply to them, that which God 


requires from Perſons of riper years. I find their Ar- 


guments and Objections very light and frivolous : 


Neither can have a good opinion of a Sect ſo lately 


appearing in the world, and unknown to the primĩ- 


tive Ages of Chriftianiry. The Fathers were doubtleſs 


beſt acquainted with Chrift's and the Apoſtolick or- 
ders in this caſe: Shall I forſake their ancient Rule and 


practice to follow a Novelty,and in a Caſe where the 


Salvation of Souls is ſo much concern d and the Souls 
of my dear Children ? Certainly there can be no danger 
in following the Examples of ſo many wile, learned, 
pious, and religious men of all Churches of Chrift, 
ſince the Apoſtles. But there may be hazard if I forſake 


their Dactriae and Practice. I have alſo confider'd the 


miſchiefs they draw upon themſelves and Children by 
denying to them Baptiſm, and I cannot but dread the 
drawing upon my ſelf ſo much Guilt, if I ſhould by 


my contempt or negle& be Inſtrumental in the Dam-_ 
nation of my dear Babes, If they be defiled with O- 
riginal Sin, how can I think that God, a holy God, 


will admit them into his favour and preſence thus pol- 
lured ? He has out of his infinite Goodaeſs and mercy 
appointed ro me a means to cleanſe them, unto which 


E bis promiſe is annexed. Shall. J queſtion his Truth, | 
or the efficacy of his Ordinance ? or rather the pow- 
or and Anthoriry of the Spirit of God in this Inſtitu- 


tution? 
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them any other 
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tion? Baptiſmel Water is render d by God's Order al 


effectual for the remiffion of Sin, ſince he has fo d. 


clared it, as the Waters of Silaam were for the 6. 
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